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The Epiſtle Dedicatory , 


The Engliſh Lapit s. 


MADAMS, 


HIS zs intended generally for 
Jort, but yet it excludes none. 
You are the  ableſt judges, 


whether the French ſuit with 

your nature and ſex m this Diſconrſe : 
I confeſs it ſo handſome a Manuf atture 
of theirs , that the Trauſlator /ooks like 
a forbidden Trafficker in the Cuſtom of 
Women, and an Interloper in the Mer- 

chantry of ſuch Commodities, 

. But nevertheleſs the Author is ren- 
dred as a Lookzng-glaſs to owr Engliſh 
Females, 


pe , 
; 
* 
» 
4b 


Females, wherein with truer reflexions 
they may ſee themſelves, and corrett 
thoſe natrve blemiſhes, by the exaltneſs of 
theſe foreign characters, | 

French wainly ſpeaks the humor ay4 
faſtion of your Ladiſh:ps » jor! wil t here- 
fore take it the kindlicr at a ſecond 
hand , ſeeing the fir? (harpueſs of this 
diſcourſe is fomethiac tebated , as their 
ſecond Impreſſions hav leaſt of fury, 

She that will not ſee her felf Pere 
mAY COUTE aud C0773 4841141 ACT AL 1071 » aid 
reciprocate her. willes : while this 
Airror ſail onely refiect verine , and 


make her happy. 
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The ANATOMY 


'VVOMEN: 


Deſcribed in Two and Twenty ſeveral 
UVICES Alphabetically. 
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The firſt whereof 1s 
AVARICE. 


VARICE, isa Vice fo de- 
teltable , that we hardly know 
how to deſcribe its Uelinels, by 
tha moſt Imdeous and deformed 


Monſters in the World. For though you 
B thould 


mm 


(2) 
ſhould imagine a man whoſe Eyes caſt 
out Flames of Fire , Two terrible Dra- 
oons 1n lieu of his hands, or flaming 
Swords inſtead of Teeth ; a Mouth ga- 
pins hke the entrance of a Cave \ at 
which iffued forth a fountain boyling with 
Poylon 1n place of a Tongue , a Belly 
as devouring as a burning Furnace , with 
Wings under his Feet , kis face like to 
the ravening Wolf , [and 1 in h's hands 
lichted Torches, yet would not this fight 
be ſo terrible and monſtrous as 1s an un- 
ſatiable Mifer. For h2 1s more cruel 
then a T yger, more inhumane to his kind 
then the Panther , more unſatiable then 
Hellz1 greater Enemy to his Parents then 
the Viper or Serpeat , more unnatural to 
1115 1fſue then the Walf, and the cruelle(t 
Foe to himſelf in the World. Such a 
Pinch-belly , that he erade-th himſelt 
luttenance, yy i that Wretch reported by 
St. Ambroſe, who cating of an Fooe for 
his meat, utterec theſe words with a | fioh, 
that he had loſt a Hen; repining herein 
at his great expence. To which purpoſe 
Alciat in his Emblems. , drawing the 
Picture of a Covetous perſon, repre- 
ſents tum under the ſhape of an Aſſe, 
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who though loaden with all manner of 
dainty proviſions, eats nevertheleſle no - 
thing but Thiſtles and 11d Vines, an\ 
ſuch] like , intimating that the Mijer 
ould rather perith through hunger, and 
ſave his money , -then lay it out 1n th2 
maintenance of Life. 

Now 1f this miſerable have not pity of 
himſelf, how ſhall he have compaſſton 
of another? It he prefer his gold and 
ſilver to his Life and his Soul , how is ir 
poſſible he thould love God and warihip 
him in his heart, 

Nature ſeemeth in. the production of 
Gold., to have ſomewhat preſaged the 
mitery' of thoſe who fo inlatiably love 
it, ordering it ſo that where that mettal 
2rowes, neither herb nor plant 1s to be 
ſeen, thereby honifying the barrennefic 
of covetous minds, and their unfruitful- 
neſie in the production of works worthy 
of Glory and Salvation. Andis it not 
an extreme folly to ſerve and adore that 
which nature hath put under our feet, nay 
hid under the earth as being unworthy to 
be ſeen? yes certainly , infomuch that 
we need not wonder if th2 Apoſtle calls 


Covetouſneſle the root of all evil , nay 
B 2 Icola- 


Idolatry it ſelf, and that the /<crip- 
ture termeth unjuſt riches, to bz thorrs, 
(tealers away of the heart of man,inares, 
Nets, Fetters of- the Divel. They who 
will be rich fall into the Temptation and 
Snare of the Devil. To this putpoſe a 
certain Chrilttian Pozt deploring the mi- 
ſery of theſe wretched ſlaves , hath molt 
elegantly thus expreſt it, 


For man with hins othing 
izto the World did bring , 
And when he (hall retars , 
as much ſhall be ws Urn; 
"Thea all þ:s Greatneſs loſt , 
his Dreſſe , his Goods , his C'eſt ; 
Death makes him for to paſs, 
naked as firſt he was ; 
What rage then ſo uthind , 
rhus to tranſport thy: mand ? 
Aud what miſtortune cans, 
ſo blind thee wretched man ? 
Why doft thou ſo" affett, 
thoſe things which thee neglett ? 
' Which you may not carry, 
nor yet for them tarry ; 
Leave this fond love , and ſpare 
Jour hopes for happier care; 
That 


(5) 
That which you keep ſo ſure , 


carnot thee keep ſecure ; 
Let not thy .boſome warm , 
the Suals will do thee harm - 
T hen do thy 1dol break, 
And thy falſe friend forſ.ke; _ 
Which when our danger's moſt 
 deferts and quits 1ts - poſt ; 
And Traytour like draws back, 
when we 1t. chiefly lack. 


To this purpoſe it was, that the Primi- 
ave Chritians laid the value and price 
of their Goods, Lands and poſſeſſions , 
at the Fe2t of the Apolitles: for as *r. 
Jerome obſerves , it 1s to thew that the 
true Chriſtian not ſetting his heart 
upon the goods of the Earth, ought to 
trample nnder foot, all Avarice and im- 
moderate concuplicencz of corruptible 
rich2s: From whence it fol: 3 that thoſe 
who embrace and purine them, prefer - 
rin» them to their Salvation are odtous 
and deteltavl>. 

Many of both Sexes of Mankind , 
have been iufficiently defamed therefore , 
but molt eſpecially the Female , and of 
a certain the inclination of Women 1s {0 

B 3 {tr0R1y 


———————_— 


| % 
. P : ' 
. «> 


Proy.11. 


E.cclcſ.9, 


Eccie \.25 
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ſronely ſwayed to the,coveting of riches, 
and greedinets of wealth, that we may 
eafily believe them to be.the moſt avari- 
cioutelt creatures in th: World. 

The tacred Scripture ſetting down her 
imperfections omittingnot amudlt her no- 
ble Epithets and royal qualities to 1nlert 
th2 other,calleth her a filthy Swine 1n re- 
ference to her Turpitudes. As 4 fewel 
of Goldin a Swines Snout , ſo 15 a fair 
woman without diicretion : a Dunghil for 
her Naſtineſs and Filthyneis, 4 whoriſh 
woman ſhall be trodden down as the Dung 
2 the Street : a Wind for her levity , he 


' that holds her as if he held the wind: a 


Scorpion for her miſchizvouſnefle , he 
that keeps a lewd woman , 5 as he that 
cheriſheth a Scorpion + a Dragon ſor her 
cruelcies, 1t 7s better to dwell with a Lyon 
and a Dragon, then ts cohabit with a 


naughty woman : A ſnare of the Foyler 


for her diſfimulations and deceits, IT have 
found a woman more bitter then death as 
the ſhare of the Fowler : and laſtly a 


| Bear (or her proclivity and propenſity of 


her nature to Avarice. 
Furthermore they are unfit to ive 
Counſel, the advice of women 25 invalid 


faith 
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faith Ari/torle; incapable to govern 2 

ties, to mediate peace and concord , 

be couragious, Or to attain to the a6 
__ Mionof Arts and Sciz 2nces, the only true 
/ fulainers of Life. 

It is therefore no wonder if through 
fear of falling into want , Covetouſneſs 
pricks them forward upon all adventures 
and means to live , thereby to maintain 
the Lults of their ambition: and to the 
end that it be not ſuppoſed that I will ex- 
cept many, the ſacred Scripture exempts 
but one which is the Bleſſed Virgin Mary 
according? to the ſenſe of that paſſave | In 
the Canticles, As the Lilly among the 
Thorns, ſo # my belived _ the 
Dazghters, Where the , ,oly © ho'. :m- 
pareth the Bleſſed Virein to Lillies, /nd | 
the other Davehters of Alam to Thorns; 
for Lill'es being the t:mMlems of Hope 
and Afance , and Thorns 6f the care of 
Riches, do evidently {hey that our ble(- 
ſed Lady placed all her hope and confi- 
dence in God , affecting Poverty accor- 
ding to the example of her Son, above 
all things, whereas to other Women no- 
thing is more pleaſurable then Ricttes , 
and "nothing more reoretful then 1nd1- 


gence and neceſſity. "WF 4; 2 £2 
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Doth not daily experience inform us , 
that they have more reſpect for a ict 
Craſu: and a Midas though never ſo ugly 
and deformed , then of a wiſe S»lon and 
Arſtotle,were they the moſt handiom and 
accompliſht perions of the age ? Put for | 
what ? doth 1t not appear to "be a moſt 

manifeſt effect of « ovetouineſle in a 
Woman thus to proſtitute her body, her 
Sovl and her Honour and all her For- 
tunes, yea all her glory which ſhe hopes 
for 1n heaven ? Although the be a Chrt- 
Man, yet ſo baſe a price, which I dare 
{carce name, a morſel of Bread ſaith the 
Wie man, will make her forlake God 


and loſe the quiet of her Conſcience. 


TheRomans rather choſe to advance 
to the adminiſtration of Government, 
ſingle perſons then married men, by rea- 
ſon that Women being covetous by. na- 
ture would have more regard to their pri- 
vate profit then the publique « 000d. H1b.ob- 
ſervar. preficiſſi ff. de officio. Indeed they 
are ſo noted for taking, and receiving 
that Antiquity hath it ina Proverb, The 
love ef a Woman and the ſnearing f a Cur 
are nothing worth , but Koldtaſt 1s all. 
But 1f at lometimes you ſee them libe- 


ral 


& 
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ral, 'tis not to ſeem vertuous but to che- 
riſh and better entertain their impure 

pleaſures, making the Idol of their heart , 
the SJave of their ſenſuality, 

So if you would know which of her 
two Enamorato's a Woman loves b2R, 
you muſt have an t-ye to her | berality , 
which being an effe& of her love, what- 
ever (he receives from tne one ſhe will 
o1ve unto the other her bz{t bzloved, al- 
thou2h the makes count2nance and ſeem- 
eth to affect them both in th ſame ce- 
Lree, 

- This I ſhall leave to the judgement of 
thoſe , who have paſſed the Pik2s, and 
know b2tter th2n my ſelf to ſpeak the 
truth of 1t, and ſhall only add, tnat this 
inſatiable Covetouſnefſe ariſeth from 
their imprudency of mind, and want of 
judgement.. And we ſee not that the 
Beaſts are ſo extremeiy Covetous or ex- 
tremely prodigal of neceflaries for th2 
ſuſtentation of life, and therefore if \n 
this the Woman exceeds them , it can be 
no injury to her, 1f according to our 
Alphibetick method we call her, 


The 


The Bottomleſs Abyſſe of 
Beſtiality. 


Lato trtted God for three things , 


fir that by Nation he was a Greek. . 
not a Barter - Secondly , that by 
Birth he was a man not a Bealt ; Thirdly, 
that by Sex he was not a Woman , but a 
Man ; They are three things which I 
confeſs far excel the moſt deſirable 000d 
of humane Prudence and VViſdome; the 
natural appetite of the immortal Soul , 

and a brave courage,becauſe of the imper- 
fections uſually attending the latter , 

which render them deſpiſed and con- 
temptible. I ay nothing to the two firlt 
of Plato's , but to his Third of Sex, 1 
afhrm that the Female is ſo frail and vati- 
able , thatas a certain perſon ſaid , it 
ſeems'thaty Nature hath only framed her 


more tor the perpetuation of mankind , 
and 
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and pleaſure of man, then for any indi- 
vidual perfection in that Sexe. 
The Egyptians in their Philoſophy 
( though much miſtaken therein ) con- 
cerning the original of Women, report 
that the Vile overflowing its banks , and 
waterins the ſeveral heaps of mury-fat- 
earth embodyed together, the Sun dar- 
ting his Beams thereupon, engenarea by 
1s heat, ſeveral kin's of Bealts, among 
which the Woman was firſt, being as it 
were the Captainnels of all the reſt : and 
that for this very reaſon it is, that Wo- 
men are more imprudent and lefſe capa- 
ble of diſcretion then men: but this 1s 
but a Barbarian Fable, for the holy writ 
teacheth us that God took the Woman 
out of the fide of the Man, and that the 
might be not his Servant, but his dear 
Companion, created her as ſuſceptible of 
reaſon as man ; but ſhe looſing the rains 
to her paſſions, gave ſuch credit to the 
opinion of her being indued only with 
a ſenſual appetite , that Plato doubted 
whether he thould take her out of the 
predicament of Beaſts , and from the 
rank of thoſe creatures which are capa- 


ble of diſcretion. To which purpoſe, 
Neptune 
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Neptune and Mizerva coming on a 
fime to a diſpute about the 1impotition of 
th2-name of Athens, they made Three ' 
Laws and Ordinances againlt Women. 

The firſt was that no Child (ould bear 
the name of its Mother, The ſecond that 
no Wo'ran(hould tyle| her ſelf an A- 
thenian but Attican. The Third that the 
ſhould not ſerve the publick, nor have 
any charge in the Commmon-wealth, they 
wanting Judgement and Wiſdome for the 
condut of ſuch Aﬀairs. Daily expe- 
rience amply inſtrukts us, that they will 
not adviſe in matters of their own Ccon= 
cern, their own deſigns and enterpriles , 
conceiting themſelves able enough to do 
all of their own head, and to underſtand 
all manner of bufinefſe , without any 
other aſſiltance then the 0d opinions of 
ther own whimfical brain. This is evi- 
dent in Heretical Women , who trani- 

rted with vanity , fancy themſelves 
able to believe, know and underſtand , 
wichout either Maſter or in{tructer , the 
molt o5ſcure and diſhcult places of Scrip- 
cure , being indeed carried on with the 
oreateſt folly and Ignorance in the 
World. 1 1-4 


| 
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I wonder not therefore that the Holy 
L Ghoſt ſpeaking by th? Wiſeman in the 
 11.0f the Proverbs uſeth this expreſſion, 
> thata Womancarries in her Noſtrils a 
Ring of Gold. - For a Ring, being the 
} mblem of 1®£NIrance , Accor ;-ding to the 
Philoſophers 15 not within the verge or 
region of the Sciences, for the (1 irele is 
refuſed of all Arts : Tt may be alſo that 
the Holy Gholt doth alſo further intimate 
£0 us, that the Beauty of a fooliſh woman 
runs the ſame fortun2 with that of a 
Swine , for as that baſe creature cannot 
. Tout up the ground with his ſnout , with- 
out tarniſhing and ſullying the Ring of 
Gold which he bears therein ; ſo Beauty 
cannot preſe:ve it ſelf fair and amiadle , 
in a fooliſh and immodeſt Woman. This 
I diſcover in the ſame words, a Golden Proy.1 2 
ring in the Nolirils of a Swine 1s a foo- 
liſh Woman , for this Gemitive /#zs in 
the ſingular number comes from the No- 
minative Sz which figmhes a Swine. 

I could allo further DIOVE this her Cx- 
ceeding folly , by natural reaſon , for 
that man being the head of the Wo oman, 
and the head being the ſeat of the Brain, 
by ſo much the more is the man more 

wie , 


et. A. 
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wiſe , more diſcreet , more judicious in 
all affairs then the Woman. Thus I allo 
| prove by a Proverb : he that commands, - 
1 ought to be all times better then they |; 

that obey. Now fince the Man by Gods 
ordinance, ought to have command over 
tis Wife, and the Woman to owe him } 


obedience , we may well conceive that 
very nature hath given him more ſtrength, 
more Courage , more. gravity, more 
goounefle , more judgement, more pi'- | 
dence , more honour, and dienity thenito 
the Woman, | | 
: See yet further another reaſon of the 
Sottiſhnefle and imprudence of Women; 
as nothing more beftializeth the Spirit » 
nor more forcibly dulls the quickneis and 
ripenefſe of th2 underitanding, nor which 
to much debaſeth the ations of the fa- 
Culties and habits of the Soul then in- 
temperance and ſenſuality,; ſo allo there 
| 1s nothing that more ſvbtilizeth the vi- 
| vacity of the Spirits then Contin2nce and 
= Chaſtity. This was that noble vertue , 
\ which elevated Plato above the relt tg 
the contemplation of the Intelligenc<s 
; and metaphyſical ſubſtances, and facili- 


tated to him the perfect knowledge of at- 
vine 
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Vine and tranſcendent things. Fox it is 
believed, that he never was melted y 
affecting and embracing Chaſtity through 
the whole courſe of his Life. 

Now beyond all controverfie the Wo- 
man 1s more laſcivious and more inſatia- 
ble of that impure pleaſure then man , 
and by conſequent lefſe judicious and lels 
capable of reaſon in all her tranſa&tions ; 
and fo I proceed to that antecedent , 
that the rightly deſerves for her incontt- 
nence,to be tzrmed Concupiſcence it {elE, 


C 
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Concupiſcentia Carnis. 


Concupilſcence : 
Luft of the Fleſh. 


Or the hath twonſatiable appetites , 
which the Wiſeman compareth to the 


two forkets in the Tongue of an Horſe- 
Leech, 


Proy. 30. 
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Leech, The Horſe-Leech hath two 
DauWers crying give, give— by which 
this hittle Animal draws and ſucks the 
blood of men with ſo much ereedineſls , 
that the thereby burſts and dyes. |So 
Woman , with the avidity of her ſenſual 
deſires ,-ſucks out th: ſubſtance, the 
health and life oſ,her ſlave without any 
ſatisfaction ; this 1s evident to thoſe who 
are veried in Hiftory, | hall only there- 
fore to thts purpoſe , produce and cite 
the example of Meſſaltina, the Wife 
of the Emperor Claudins ( «ſar, who|to 
make oſtenration of her intemperance , 
Went 01 a time into the publick ſtewes , 
and there proſtituted her body to all 
Goers and Come:s , waging With the 
moſt impudent and: falacious Harlot in 
KReme, that the would endure more men, 
thn ſhe could,and won the wager, having 
laid with 25, ſeveral Rufhans in one 
nicht, an4 that with ſo much vigour and 
continuance of Lult + that as Javenal 


faith, — Er laſſata viris nondum ſatiata 
receſſit ; ſhe departed in the morning 
from the Rrothel, wearieJ1, not ſatis- 
fied ; and the other who lolt this execr1- 
ble wager, for her part had bzen pollu- 


red 
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ted with three and twenty, A moſt ma- 
nitelt proof of their incontinency. 

Buc that which encreaſes and adds to 
the blame of theſe miſerable wretches, 
1s this, that with their appetite after theſe 

elights and pleaſures, thy walt and 
conſume ina ſhort time, the Fſtate ana 
Wealth of their Lovers without" any 
compatiion or commileration of their tu- 
ture mifery; bing like the Ivy , which 
faltnino it ſelf to any Tree, embraceth 
and claipeth it ſo freight and hard, and 
draws its moiſture from it io oreedily , 
that Nature! nat being able to reple- 
nuh 1t with ſap and nourithm2 nt, it ſoon 
becomes dry and withered, without juice 
or vigour. 

For thee unſatiable Women flick {0 
faſt to the profuſe liberalities of thoſe 
that Idolize them , that having thzm 
o1C2 at the:r diſcretion and manigem-nt, 
th2y will © drain and coaks them out of 
th2ir mony , |that ſoon after, thoſe wret - 
ch2d deluded perſons , mult be compel- 
led to take l2wd courſes, either to the 
High-way, or at beſt to the ſervile and 
baſe condition of Informers and Catcn- 


P "es. 
C This 
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This we ſee in the example of the 
prodigal Son , who, being conſtrained by 
extreme famine, to betake himſelf to 
the Trough of thz Swine, returned at 
la(t quite naked to h1s Fathers Hcuſe. For 
theſe covetous Creatures take with both 
hands, and demand things of their Ido- 
liters With {uch importunity, of thoſe e(- 
pectally who they know h:ve ſufficient to 
aniwer 1t, that no ſuch dare refulc them 
ander the fear of, and to avoid, their high 
aipleaſure. 

Sometimes they demand a jeyjel,other 
time ſmaller Trifles as Hoods , Scarfs , 
Petticoats, nay Pantoffles, nay they 
will deſcend to provant, bread and wine, 
and a Diſh or two of Meat, but com- 
monly 1n ſo great a quantity, that quickly 
they will be as chargzable as weariiom;& 
if herein you refuſe them but a tittle, all 
the ſervices in the World, and all your 
palt Obligations on them , are not com- 
petent to their fury and diſdain, 

There are proofs enough in Hiftory , 
and firſt that beautiful Hynes, ſo much 
beloved by Charles the ſeventh King of 
France, Who valu2d the alone poſlefſion 
of her Love at ſo high a rate,that not only 

ihe 
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 ſheenriched her poor Parents , but was 


Nill to furniſhed and fored with Gold 
and filver, that ſhe could leave by her 
laſt Will and Teſtament threeicore thou- 
ſand Crowns, to that place were the was 
buried. 

The Learned Atheners reports another 
Rory ( more prodigious then this) of 
Phryne the Courteſan , who had got {© 
much wealth in Loves Comdats, that the 
offered to th2 Inhabitants of Thebes, 
money enough te rebuild the Walls of 
their City, beautified with 100. goooly 
Gates, provided they woula place in the 
Portals this Inſcription , Alexander e- 
vertit , Phryne amica erexit ; Alexan- 
der demoliſht them,aad Phryne the Courte= 
ſan hath reared them : Plutarch ſpeaking 
of the ſame Woman ſaith , that the was 
ſo confidently ſhameleſs , as to offer at 
the Temple of Apollo the Statue of Ye. 
mus all of pure Gold, whereon theſe 
words were Engraven , Ex Grecorum 
intemperantia , intimating that the had 
acquired the price of the taid Statue by 
th2 Luſts andintemperance of thz Gre- 
Clans. 
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How filthily lewd was this miteradle 
creature ? who can doubt but that ſhe 
was the very {ink and common-thore 
of all impurity , and the utter rum? of 
_ debauched Youth 2 But not to tearch 
further among Hiſtorians , 1t may With- 
out their authority bz affirmed , that 
their concupitcence and carnal defires 
is arrived to ſuch a herghth in this deplo- 
rable age, that if thoie Diamonds |, 
Pearls and Rubies, thoſe chains of gold, 


bracelets , tnole rich oarments of Satin, 


and Velvit , thole oaudy drefles and at- 
tires, thoſe plumes "of Feathers and Fans, 
which they wear for the ornament of 
their vanity, Were examin:d , we thould 
find them to be the ruine of entire and 
oreat Patrimonies , of well furnithed 
Houſes, nay ,, of private , thou*l 9y,, 
Lodeings and Chambers : So tive it 18, 
that (0 fleth'd they are itn, and yet fo 
immoderate in the purſuit of their ob- 

{c:ne pleaſures , and the goods of for- 
tune ; for which rea'on we may furthzr 
term them, 
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Duellam Damnoſum. 
A dammagable Dolor or 


Sorrow. 


An hath not in all the world a 
more cruel enemy than Woman, 
and which mere ſenſibly and apparent- 
ly 15 hurtful to his life, his honor, and all 
his fortunes , nor which more malict- 
oufly oppoſeth all his defignes. 

A French Poet enumeratino all the 
evils and misfortunes, which men have 
received by and from women , ſeems to 
1mpute to haven its ſending them 1nto 
the world for their ſcourge and torment 
in theſeVerſes. 


od ſent the Woman unto Man below, 


With thouſand ſnares ſpread in her amo- 
rotls eyes , 
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Having a box in hand with miſchief fill d, 
All ſeeds of ill, ſwits, diſcords, grief , and 
care , | 


Old, age and death ; ruine was for her 


dower. 
Venus with thouſand beauties gras'd her 
front , : 
Apollo did the like unto her ſpeech. 
Vulcan did forge her heart , and confi- 
dence 
Mars gave : 1 ſum, the angry heavens (6 
D:iſguis d her, that man lookt , and lik\t, 
and link't , 
And ſo his race undid,, ({ his grace ex- 
tintt, ) 


The ſame Poet ſpeaking of the dan- 
oer of converſing with them, proc2eds , 


Hear , wandring Mortal , that ſo 
blizdly haſtes 
To ſervitude ; at leaſt ſee whom you chuſe: 
If rich ſhe be, prepare to be a ſlave , 
Suffer, and murmur not , be blind and 
deaf. HIS 
If ſhe be promd and ſcornful , le! pretend 
To general kyowledge ; thon *rt a (ot, and 


art 


Too 
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T os happy in her love ; thou muſt not dare 
To croſs her will, and her ambitinus 
thoughts. 
The Galley-ſlave that ever tugs the 
Oar , 
More happy is than thou with ſuch a 
whore. 
If ſhe be poor, with that you alſo wed 
Innumerable diſcommodities , 
A charge of children , croſſes, loſſe: 
100; 
Contempt will make you hide your face 
from friends, 
Care and neceſſity will break your Toure, 
So look. for all that lies in nuſchiet » art. 
[f ſhe be fair, reſolve ne'r to be free 
From jealouſie and care. #1irſ?, do b:it (ee 
And mark your ne:ghbours eye , then 
every man 5. 
Tothink to hinder this, is ſuch a tas% 
As Syſiphus's, bound to roll the ſtore: 
A perfett beauty ne'r was one man's os. 
If ſhe be ugly, thes bid lyve adien , 
Such as her body, ſuch her mind ts too- 
Your houſe will always be a dark ſome 
Fayle , 
The Smn no more will peaſant on you 
ſhine, 
C 4 FE 
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In brief , by this, gueſs of her fraward 
WAYS , 


She will be troubleſ ome within three days. 


The Poet could not better expreſs the 
annoyance ſhe 1s to man. But to come 
a little nearer th? matter, I will. add 
another remarque of a great perſon to 
this purpoie ; It 1s hard, aith he, to find 
out a good ite, and ſuitable and agreea- 
ble to thoſe concitions which are, re- 
quired in every good mariage. For if 
ihe be a young maiden he is uſually 
faulted in this, that though probably her 
firſt love may be fixed on a perion, and 
from her diſcretion niay afford him th: 
fir(t draughts and traicts of that affe&ti- 
on ; yet the may reſerve enough to gra- 
rifie the pretovative of her own Inclins- 
tions : but if it {o happen , thar the hu- 
mor of her husband be contrary there- 
unto , the ſhall carry love in her eyes, 
and orief in her breaſt ; for being united 
in body , but thus divided in heart. She 
will Ae be a wo ſhe ſhould not, than 
a. Wife the ſhould be. 

If ſhe be ſuper-annuated and old , 
there 1s danger , at coming ſo late to 


the 
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the ſport , hunger have not made: her £9 
break her falt, in the doing whereof (the 
will not want for devices , by a lugar'd 
and fare deportment to her husband ; her 
artifices ſhall broak to her incontinence, 
and poſtibly after all ſhe may go ſeek the 
Fruit, where ſhe loſt the Flower, 

If ſhe be a Widow , her 1importunate 
remembrance of the dead will take place 
of love; but if ſhe have had children, 
'tis extreme -covetouine(s to gather two 
crops out of one field ; but if the have 
had non? , 'tis imprudence to cultivate 
that Vine which never bore fruit, a Wo- 
man being aga Vine in the honſe of her 
Husband, 

If the berich , the poor man ſhall 
| find her coſtly and proud , her ſpeechzs 
\ to him ſhall be puniſhments ,; her acti- 
- ons preparations to his funerals. It is a 

ſtrange kind of Martyrdom for a man to 
live in that houſe, which belongs unto his 
wife. 

If ſhe be fair, Beauty is a va thing, 
and favour 1s deceitful , as the Wiſe-man 
ſaith ; jealouſie will ſoon rage , that diſ- 
eaſe in the head will beget ſuſpiton of 
aiſloyalty , and a fear of bing made 

Kn'2hts 
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Knights * of the Order of the Creſcent, 
and to wear 1ts Arms. 
If the be whorith and given to. Ve- 
nery, the will love your purie better then | 
your mouth, you ſhall be ure to pay tor 
the plealure ; the will look you plealant- 
ly in the face, and pick your pocket. 
Banqueting and fealts will be the firſt 
Eflay, gltts and preſents the! next pro- 
fuſion in this your Apprentiſhip ; {6 
thinking you have got the world , | you 
ſhall pofleſs a woman , who 1J1all be the 
world toall, acommon Tenure. And 
though ſhe may be covetous as to houſe- 
keeping and care of the main, yet will 
her vanity render her prodigal ; and the 
will ſo compaſs her defions with | her 
enticeing and charming ſemblances of 
extrao”dinary kindneſs , that the pitiful 
Cuckold dares not nor cannot deny her, 
for love 1s never covetous. Often mult 
the Coffers bz opened to buy rich ap- 
YDarel, filk Gowns, lockets ſet with 
_ Jewels, Pendants, &c, the modes end 
faſhions of th2 times. To conclude, ſhe 
w1ll reap ſo clean in her husbands eſtate, 
that nothing will be left for him to 
elean for a ſupply to his neceſſities, 


For 
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For the reſt of this Batch , I remit thz 
courteous Reader to that elegant Tran- 
lation , which the Seur de Soubait has 
made of Homer's lliads, towards thz 
end of his Book, wizre he ſhall find TI 
have ſaid nothing here of mine own 
brain and invention, and that nothing 
1s more abhorred by me than to fain and 
make lies, thereby to charge and tax the 
vices of naughty women, in the hurt and 
evil they do to th2 other ſex, either by 
acquaintance or by marriage. What [ 
have further to ſay to this point there- 
for2 I ſhall alledge out of approved Au- 
thors. 

Plutarch 1n his trak of brotherly 
fove, hath this paflave, A certain Lace- 
demonian being reproved by ſome, for 
that h2 had married a very little wo- 
man , replyed very ſharply thus : You 
nave no reaſon ar all to blame me, for it 
was an act of prudence , of evils to chuſe 
the leaſt. Another there 1s to th? ſame 
purpoſe of a Gentleman of Romz , who 
appearing the day after his marri1ge 1n a 
very penſive and diſconſolate: potture , 
was demanded by ſome of his famihar 


friends what thing it was that could 
aftliC 


: % 
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affic him, having eſpouſed ſuch an ex- 
traordinary handiome wife , rich , and 
nobly deſcend:d. To whom , ſhewing 
them a nei Shoe which he had put on , 

2 aniivered ; As you kno\v not in what 
place of my foot this Shoz wrings me, 
although you ſee it well and handiomly 
made , and to the ſize of my font; ſo 
neither can you , nor any body elſe |be- 
f1de me , know wherein my wife may 
incommodate and trouble me. For as 
the Greek Proverb hath it , Ships and 
Women are never {o exa:tly and com- 
pleatly framed , as that there 15 nothing 
11 them to mend. 

Plutarch tells another ſtory of a per- 
ſon called Pittacus, much reverenced 
fo: his valour, wiſdom, and juſtice ; this 
man upon a time feaſting ſome of his 
friends, kindred, and ſtrangers , 1t hap- 
ned that his wife fell a railing on him 
with much fire and fury ; which he en- 
deavouring to repreſs, the was ſo out- 
ravtouſly 1impudent , as to over-turn the 
cable and all that was ſet.upon it. Where- 
at when the (trangers ſeemed to be 
much abaſhed and athamed , Piutacns , 


to ſhew his conſtancy, contented him- 
(elf 
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ſelf in ſaying pleaſantly, 7 here is no /per- 
ſon in the world that wants not ſome- 
thing ; but for me, I were the moſt hap- 
Py 1t 1t were not for this croſs piece my 
wife , wno lo aftlicts me , that 1 am well 
rank'd in th2 number of the miſerable, 

Marcus Aurelins , as renowned a 
Philoiopher as valiant Emperor , hav- 
In? married to his ſecond wife Fanſtina 
the daughter of Antomnus Pry, the moli 
unchaſt and 1alactous of her ſex, made 
this aniwer. to tome diſcourſe concern- 
in%it; It is tix years ſince Antonnus 
Pius gave me his daughter to wife , and 
the Empire for her dower ; but we were 
both deceived, as much th2 one as the 
other, hein adopting me to be his {on in 
law, and 1 in wedding his daughter. 

The ſam: Emperor having expert- 
mented the ſharp points of his wives ex- 
treme badnels , and defiring that h1m- 
ſelf alone might ſuffer ſuch martyrcom , 
I<ft this 20od advertiſement to all men, 
young and old - Fly lewd women as the 
plague , for no Viper or Serpent hath 
ſo much polion as a wicked woman hath 
throughout her body, and particularly in 
her tongue, 
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Platarch accolts us again, and tells 
us, That there 1s nothino x more light then 
a womans unbridled tongue, nothing more 
| picquant or ſtinging than her outrages , 
more raſh than her audaciouſneſs , more 
deteſtable than her malice , more dange- 
rous than her fury, more diſſembling 
than her tears, to which purpoſe they are 
often called Crocodile tears ; for as that 
cruel Creature eeps over the he ad of 
any man it kills, not out of compatlion, 
but to ſoften it, to the intent the more 
ealily to drajy out the brain, which 1s the 
dainty bit ; ſo naughty women , when 
they cry in their anger, 'tis not from 
themſelves , but from rage and defpite , 
that they cannot revenge th:mielves as 
they defire , nor know not how to bring 
about their wicked purpoſes an | dz- 
fenes. See we here alio what 1s latd in 
favour of them in this antient Proverb ; 


A good Lawyer 1s an ill Neighyoar, 
A pood Soil is an ill Road. 
A good Mule tw an evil Beaſt, 

A good Woman's an ill help. 
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For 1f you do conſider and obſerye 
theſe tivo laſt creatures at a nearer view, 
you will find ſome contradiftory hu- 
mors in th:m , as from the influence of 
the Moon, To which purpoſe, a certain 
facetio!s perion being asked , What 
God did with the old Moons, ſee- 
ins that Planet fo oft renewed it ſelf 
every month, preſently replyed , that he 
put them into th2 hzads of Women 'and 
Mules, which are called by Rhodrg, 
| Selemtudes , which 1s to ſay, Lunaticks, 
for that theie two ſorts of creatures have | 
always ſome'of the Moons inconſtancy , 
Increaſing and waning in their opinions , ' 
not onely every month, but almoſt every 
hour. And to ſay no more of th2 Mule , 
It is notorious 1n the forming of tne 
Woman, that the was to the man a 
{pirrt of contradiction, for God framed 
her boJy out of one of his crooked and. 
cro's ribs, as a preſage , that ſhe 
{honld .prove wayward and contrary to 
him 1n all tis actions. Tt was the witty 
anſwer of one to thoſe who wondred. to 
ſee the drowned corps of his wife to 
ſwim above water, My maſters, quoth 
he, 'nis heavea that preſents this miracle 
ro 


(32) 
to you, that my wife hath been a thwart 
to me through all my life, and that 
aoainſt the Law of God and of Nature, 
ſhe has perpetually contraried me in my 
defiSnes. 

I ſhall leave this crime to purſue an- 
other, and they , that the remedy which 
1s uſed and applied to all other evils, by 
coercion and reſtraining of their vio- 

2nce, renders them the worſe, putting 
 theminto an unquenchible heat and fury. 
$o that one may with good reaton call 


them 


— 


Exitium Iracundiflimum. 


Enwious R age. 


YN Holer of it ſelf (to [pzak properly) 
1s no Vice, but rather an Initrument 


cf vertue, for being not an Intention 
OC 
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or defire to Chaſtiſe , puniſh, or corre& 
all unjuſt and unbeſeeming actions , it is 
neceflary that hz who exerciſe th juſtice , 
muſt have ſomething of that patſion to 
prove that he abhors uch unequity : but 
When this paſſion exceeds 1ts limits , and 
that it Maſters. r2aſon , raiſing and con- 
| Juring up ſuch furious ftorms in the Sp1- 
rit of a man to the precipitation of him 
into thoſe Deſigns, which ſeem faire(t 
' and deareſt to is beloved revenge, then 
it becomes a violent rage and the rezdy 
road to. Madnefie , a foolith paſſion , 
which hurnes men into unlawtul actions , 
will be.judoe and party, would have all 
men to be of the ſame ſcandalous intem- 
; perance, which yet cannot bar or hinder 
| a ſorro\vtul repentance. 
Which gave occahion to Pythagoras,to 
ſay, That Choler was the beginning of re- 
| pentance : But that \which 1s more deplc« 
rable is this, that it faſtens it ſelf ſo tena- 
ciouſly to the Soul , that 1t not only de- . 
. prives it of reaſon and judgement, ren- 
dering it like a Ship with it Rudder, Pilot 
Sails or Oares, committed to the mercy 
'of the Waves, Winds, Storms, and 
| Terr,pefts; bur ſo changeth the man as » 
D the 
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the outward part of him, that it is a 
pitiful fight to ſee and behold them, for 
it makes their face as redas the Gills or 
Combe of a Cock , enflames , and 
fills their tyes with. fury , deatens their 
ears, makes their mouths foame, their 


heart pant ; ditorders their pulle, blowes | 


up their veins , ſtammers the Tongue , 


locks tne” Teeth together , rains their * 


voyce to hoaricneſle , in precipitant and 
inconſidetate language ; in ſhort, 1t 
pats the whole body into a fiery Feaver , 
lamentable to ſee or contider. 
Neverthzleflc we tee four ſorts of per- 
fons diverſly enflamed by- this pailion , 
the one reſemble thz Chafte or vtrawe , 
which ſoon 1s ſet on fire, and ſoon con- 
ſumes 1t ſelf in the blaze, for their an- 
cer paſſeth away as iuddenly as it comes 
readily : Others are like the hard Oake r 
Iron, whichis with as much difhculty 
quenched, as it 1s diſhcultly kindled or 
heated , for they longeſt retain their 
ſpleen, who are the ſlower to entertain 
'!t ; others voluntarily thruſt them(elves 
nto this indiſpoſition of mind , and as 


unvoluntarily depart from it: The laſt |: 
are ſeldome 16 troubleſome to themſelves : 
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and others, and 1f 1t ſo happen, are eaſily 
appealed , the latter fort of thele are 


certainly the belt. 

But 1t you ask 1n which of theſe four 
werank Women : I anſwer,in the Third, 
for they provoke and trouble themſelves 
ſo often, andare appeaſed {o difhcultly, 
that they mivht well be configned to the 


Hoſpital of the Incurcadles. Their 


Anger properly reſembles the Dog that 
barks as 1oon as any one knocks at Dore , 
not knowing whether 1t be Matter or 
Man, a ſtranger or Domeltick : Her 
ſenſitive faculties being the quickeſt, thz 
lealt diſpleaſure you do her, iets her off 
the hinges and tra {ports her beyond her 
ſelf , without confidering What reaſon 
would do. 

L?pon this very account of her altera- 
tions in this manner the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
by thz mouth of th2 Wiſe man , that the 
wrath of a Woman 1s beyond compart- 
On, for ſhe 15 tuch a Furnace and vio- 
lent Fire , that all th2 Water in the 
World cannot quench , eſpecially when 
this wrath proceeds from ſome hate and 
rancunr which (he hath conceived agarrſt 
any perſon ,” for then the lets flye all th! 
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Arrows of her revenge , when like the 
Divel at Mack, ſhe (ets all her wits | at 
work, particularly againſt him that would 
not comply with her Juſt and defire and 
the latisfaction of her pleaſure. The 
proof of this is manifeſt in Maryzee,wno 
leeing that Filauder her husband retarned 
not {o ſoon from his voyage as the wilh- 
e., and therefore imagining that out &f 
diidain he refuſed to reviſit her , Chanved 
that great attection the had formerly for 
him into a oreater hatred , and not being 
able to ullay her fury , in vengeance, 
the wreaked it upon three children which 
the had by him , erving them poyſon 1n 
a potion , and took the like allo her ſelf, 
chufing and delichting rather to dye her 
[elf and fee her children do oſo, then to 
o1Ve any the leaſt contentmeat to him 


who i paſſiomtely loved her, equally 


with h:mfclf, 

Azntouins AMuret in his firt book,c.12 
of var ous Leflons, propoſeth examples 
of certain Wome'1 , who ſhewed them- 
lelves implacable towards thoſe who | 
would not conde!cend to their filthy plea- , 
jures. - F 
The firſt of taem \ was the Wife of Po- 

, riphar, 
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tiphar, who having not the poiver to cor- 
rupt and debauch Joſeph by her alluring 
perſwaiions,acculed him to her Husband, 
for an attempt of a rape , and although 
this were an impolture , and an effect of 
the rage of Love, yet was he impriſonec: 
with Gyves and Manacles on his feet anc 
hands, through the creaulity the had H295t 
is her husband. : 
{| The ſecond was Phedra , who becauſe 
the could not enjoy the Love of Hippo 
litus her ſon in law, accuſed him to ner 
husband to have attempted her honour , 
and effected ſo much by her counter- 
feiting difſembling tricks 5 that H 19pol: - 
| tus Was torn and drawn in pieces by 
: wild Horſes, 
| The third was Aztia, Wie to King 
Pretus,who intreaties not prevalling 
- with Bellerophon to lie with her, the ad- 
dre(s'd h2r felf to the King with a falie 
Charge , that hz would have polluted his 
Conyjugal and Royal Bzd, an1 thereupon 
demanded his life ; which was taken away 
. afterwards by the ſtratagem of a Letter, 
{ thatis fince grown into a Proverb, 
” The fourth was Philonom: , who'be- 


| ung denyed ber pleaſure by Tex the ſon 
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of Cygnus, accuſed him to his father to 
have 1ollicited her to uncleanne(s ; which 
th: father too vainly believing , com- 
manded him to be encloſed in a cheſt, 
and thrown into the Sea. 

The fifth was Hippolite. wife of Aca- 
ſtus, the King of Magneſia , who not 
o41ning the atte&ion of Pelexs to her 
wanton fervices , impeached him to her 
husband , that he would have violated, 
and corrupted that fidelity ſhe ought 
him, and ſo cCauled ms life to be taken 
away. 

The fixth was Hippodamie , the wife 
of Pelops , who riding abroad made him 
believe ihe was extreme thirtty , which 
cauſed her husband to alight out of his 
Chariot, with /Ayrillas the driver. Pe- 
lops was no ſooner walked off, but ſhe 
{ollicits her Charioter to lie with her |, 
which he loyally, refuſed ; and no ſooner 
returned , but ſhe acquaints him, that 


— Mjrtillas would have forced her ; which | 
he alſo believing , threw the ſaid wretch | 
into the Sea there adjoyning. ] 
The ſeventh was the beautiful mo- 
ther of Timaſian the Egyptian, who 
tailing of her deſfigne upon the _ of 
er 
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her ſon in law, cnalleng'd him to his iy 
father, not of the intent of adultery with 
her, but of buggery,a greater wickedneſs; 
which ſo incenſed the father', that he 
forced him reightwith into baniſhment. 
The eight was Fauſta the daughter of 
Maximinus , Wife of Conſtantiae the 
Great, who was ſo in love with Cr:ſps 
her ſon in law , which he had by one of 
his concubines, that the endeavoured by 
all means. to entice him to her bed ; 
but finding him not to be debauch-d, ſhe 
chanved this ardent love into an Irrecon- 
cileable hatred , and accuſed him to tne 
Emperor of endeavonring th'aiſhonoring 
of her. Upon which information the Em- 
peror cauſed him to be ſlain ; though af- 
rerwards underſtanding th2 falſeneis of 
his wife, and the truth of the aforzſ{aid 
matter , hz doomed her alſo to die, to 
ſerve as an example to all other: women 
who would thus reveng2 the refuſal of 
their baſeneis and 1impudicity , out of an 
in{upportable rage , and unſatisfhable an- 
cer and hatred. 
I ſhall name no more Hiftoctes , but 
/{ onelyin the lai place ſay, that this cho- 
' ler is more common and more violent 
D 4 amon® 
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a Tong women than among men; for this 
paiſion reſiding always in th2 weaker ſorts 
which woman 1s. naturally more then 
man, no marvel if ihe be ſo extremely 
ſubject th2reunto. 

We ſee by experience , that the fee- 
bleit creatures, as Piimires , Sparrows , 
and Cats, as alſo Infants and fick perſons , 
are always more cholerick and impatient, 
than thoſe that are ſtrong. For th2 Na- 
turaliſts obſerve , that the Lion is {o gen- 
tle and clement, that he will not meddle 
with children, or with women , although 
he be never {0 hungry, and though he be 
King for his ſtrength and courage above 
all other ſalvage beaſts. This, in my opi- 
nion, 1s allo ore of th? teatons , where- 


fore a woman 1s ſo perfidious and: drſ- 


loyal, for anger drowning her ſpirit , and 
tranſporting. of her , unfaithfulneſs ſoon 
maſters her mind, and then ſhe cares not 
how often ſhe break her molt ſerious 
promiſes, although confirmed by a thou - | 
{and proteſtations : Which if I prove, no 
body will be ang; y, if I place upon their 
forehead theſe two words , which agree 


rovether in Gender , Caſe, and Number. 


g) 
F Falla 


Falla Fides. 
Falſe Faith. 


Woman is a creature ſo difficult to 
be known , that the moſt ingenu- 
ous ſpirit in the world knows not cer- 
tainly to define her ; ſhe hath about her 
{o many. cabinets , ſuch back- -thops, ſo 
many tecret holes, ſuch cunning Ware- 
nouſes , that one knows not wherein to 
truſt her; now ſhe laughs , preſently 
ſhe'l cry for the ſame cauſe ; now ſhe 
will, by and by the will nat ; now ſhe's 
jad, ſtreight the's merry ; 'now like a 
Lamb, preſently like a Satyre. In tine , 
he is yet to be born that knows not her 
inſtability and lightneſs, inconſtancy and 
Infidel! 

I ſay, nothing in the world 1s more 
PRs 
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pertidious and (hifting than the female 
Iex, WRICh appears 1n | this, that to ac- 
complith their detigns, they will deceive 
both father and mother , and the belt of 
their friends , even him whom they pre- 
tznd to be the lite of their life. 

I refer my ſelf to what 1s recorded in 
the Book of Geneſis of that firlt woman , 
who knew not how , or would not keep 
that fidelity ſhe owed to God, for fix 
hours , which might have rendred her 
potterity happy for ever. Now if this 
noble and accomplith'd c:eature knew 
not how to be faithful to her Maker, it 
is no wonder if others, being far leſs 
perfect, ar2| not the molt vertiious to- 
wards men. But the net misfortune 
that can befall a man, 1s , that the not 

onely elories in her hey » but pro- 
vokes and tzmpts others to the like diſ- 
loyalty. Of'this there needs no other 
proof then that ſervant-maid of the 
High- prieſt Caiaphis, who accolting and 
communing with the Prince of the Apo- 
[tles, diſcourſel with him with ſuch ar- 
tifice, and ur2ed him with ſuch boldneſs 
thit the made him deny his Saviour, 


Therefore no way 1s a Woman to bz 
traftked © 
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truſted, eſpecially for her tears, w2 muſt 
not b: mollin'd by them ; for, as Cato 
faith, then 1s the time wherein they lay 
their ambulcadoes. 


Daum fanmna plorat, decipere laborat. 


Treacherous Dalilah 1s a proof like- 

viſe of this, tor bein? urgently defirous 
to underſtand and get from Samſon th2 
meann? of his Riddle , to acquaint 
th:rewith his enemies of his happineſs 
and his fortun2s , ſhe wept in his pre- 
ſenc2, pret-nimg to be exceedingly 
froubled ; by which diſſimulation and 
cunning the o41ned the interpretation , 
and was th2 means afterwards of his de- 
ſtrucion and ruine, 

: How vreat thz fickleneſs of this crea- 
ture is, there are io mmfeſt proofs, 
that. hz who denyeth them would at- 
tempt Truth it ſelf; this Cats fo well 
knew , that he did aſe frequently to re- 
pent of three things ; the firit, that he 
ever paſſed a day idly ; the ſecond, that 
bs ever went by ſea when he night have 

ore by land; and the third, that heever 
ruſted a ſecret to a woman. 

P lutarch 
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Plutarch ſaith in his Opuſcula , that , 


Arnguſtus Ceſar having. declared a ſecret 


Cconcernino the affairs of his own Eſtate 


and Empire to his 200d friend Fulvins , 


he at his return home acquainted his 
wife with it ,-who reported 1t again | to 
Livia the wife of Ceſar , who being 
thzrewith extremely troubled , went 
forthwith to ker husband to give him 
intelligence of it, and in ſuch ſharp 
and feeling language repeated the Rory , 
that eAnguſtus was very much incenſed 


avcainlt Futvixs , who had diſcovered his 
ſecret; and thereupon th next morning, 


when he cam2 according to cultome 
to ſalute tnz Emperor with a , Salve 
Ceſar, the gods preſerve thee ; he inſtant- 
ly replyed, The gods make thee wiſer and 
better adviſed another time, Which re- 
turn ſat ſo cloſe to the ſpirit of Fulvixe , 
that departing home , he called his wife 
and ſaid unto her, It 1s nov neceſfaty 
that I die, and by my own hands be- 
reave my ſelf of my life, for that Ceſar 
hath catt in my teeth that I have not 
kept ſecrecy of thoſe things which he 
committed to me. To which the re- 
joyned, You will do well to do fo, it be- 

| ing 
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ing your own fault; for having hved fo 
long with me, you could not but know 
the length of my tongue , and therefore 
not able to contain this ſecret. But give 
me leave, ſince 1 dzem my {elf faulty , to 
kill my ſelf fi {t ; which the performed in 
ns preſence. 

In the {ame place, the ſame Hiftorian 
recites another no leis remarkable , of a 
certain Roman , who coming home from 
the Senate, was 1mportun'd by his wife to 
tell her the concern of thoſe affairs 
which were traniacted that day in the 
Court; and th2 ſooner to over-perſwade 
him , the ſeemed not onely to be trou- 
bled and diſcontented that her husband 
ſhould have no more confidence in her , 
but ſhe alio' fell a weeping , proteſting 
and i\vearing that the would faithfully 
conceal it. The Ryman, who partly knew 
the temper and humor of his wife , be- 
thought himſelf of a handſome wile , to 
prove the faithfulneſs of his wife , and 
thereupon told her , We are-much trou- 
bled in the Senate upon the relation , 
the Pontifices ana the Augures have a{(- 
ſured us that they ſav th the Air , to wit, 


a Lark armed with a Pike and Corſlet ; 
an 
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and we ate in pain while we know whe- 
ther this portends the State good or evil : 
Bur be you ſure you ſpeak of it to no 
body. Having thus laid the defhigne, he 
returned to-the Palace ; when preſently 
his wife callins one of her maids , weep, 
ing, and wailing, ana clapping her hands 
on her breaſt , and tearing her hair , by 
theſe lamentations and veltures invited 
the wench to enquire of her what the 
ailed ; whereupon ſhe incontin2ntly re- 
hearſed all that her husband had told her, 
not failing in a titl2., { adding, as the Cu- 
ſtom 1s of all babling per;ons . or the 
burden of a ſon? ) But take hed ( ſaith 
{he) you do nor diicover this to any per- 
ſon. She had no ſooner done ipeaking but 
out went the maid ,, Whc {ireignt fougi 
out, andtold irc to one o! h2r compa- 
nions, and the immediately to a We2t- 
heart of hers , who was come to vive her 
a vilit, and he with the like expediton 
to others ; ſo that ina very iho't {pace 
the news Was come to the ears of th: 
Senate, and before the hishand of tie 
faid Lady could arrive at the Palace , ic 
Was full of the news. Being thre ar- 
nyed, a friend of his met !1'm , and de- 
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manded of him if he came newly from his | -] | 
houſe; to which he anſwered affirmative- #5 
ly. Then, quoth the other, you know no- i | 


thing of the news, Of what, ſaith he , Is 
there any thing hapned fince ? Yes, ſaid 
'  theother , for the Senators are to aſ- 
ſemb'e to be informed, what the Lark | 
which hath been ſeen in the aire, armed it 
with a Pike and a golden Helmet, doth | 
ſhomfie. The Senator ſmiling, went di- to 
realy into the Senate, to ſatisfie them of 'y 
this prodigte of the Lark, declaring unto 8 
them, that it was a fable he had invented ' 
totry his Wife; which having done, be 
went thence home , and repairing to his 
wife ſaid unto her , You have ſerved me 
very finely, your unbridled tongue 1s 


the cauſe why the ſecret of State is diſ- - i 
covered, and will alſo be the cauſe of my Fe 4 
quitting my houſe and country. But the q 
woman wanted neither wit nor anſwer,  * #3" 


for, quoth ſhe, Are there not three hun- 
| dred Senators that heard it as well as 
you ? and why then muſt you be the Re- 
vealer2 What three hundred do you 
mean replyed he ? I framed the tory to 
| ſee how tacit you could be, to ſerve as 
2n 


$4, an evidence of that little truſt which 1s / 
'E wh " tobe repoſed in women. 


Aulus Gellins hath a more pleaſant 
ſtory than this , of a youny boy named 
Papyrius , who coming from the Senate 
with his father , which was the cuſtome 
of the Patricii of Rome , was ſo impor- 
tun'd by his mother to relate what had 
paſſed there, that he was forced, to con- 
rent her, to feien this tale : Mother, faith 
he , this Queltion-is now before the *c- 
nate, Whether it were more proftab1- 
for the? Common-wealth , that a man 
{ſhould have two wives , or that a woman 
oY {hould have two husbands ; this 1s to be 

8 |. reſolved on to morrow mormng. At 

which his mother was ſo altomihed and 
confounded, that ſhe went to her he1gh- 
- bours and ſome other Roman Matrons , 
and there declared to them What the Se- 
nators had propounded ; and 6 {ollicit- 


—— 
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ed the buſineſs, that th: moſt noble and / 
oreat women of the.C ity came the {aid | 
morning in a lamentable plioht to th2 
Senate, and there moit earneſtly be- 
feeched the Fathers that th:y would dz- 


cree and ordain, that women ſhould have 
to 
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two husbands, and not contrariwiſe. The 
Senators bzing much amazed at this re- 
queſt , and not knowin2 hat ſhould be 
the caufe , the Lad roſe up and related 
what had paſſed betwixt him and his mo- 
ther ; for Which he was very highly com- 
mended, and a Decree paſt the Senate , 
that thenceforward no children ſhould 
be admitted into the Senate with their 
fathers, ſave He alone , in reſpe& to his 
prudence and diicretion. 

. I find alſo another Rory ( which de- 
ſerves our note) of a certain. Abbeſs , 
who entertaining Pope Johz the 22. 

then bing in Fraree upon certain 0c- 

calions, asked his permiſhon , that Nuns 
might make Confeſſion one to another , 


' Without having recourſe to others than of 


their own ſex, not judeing it neceflary or 
fit, that th? imperfe&tions which accom- 
pany it ſhould be laid open to men. But 
this holy Father , to rid himſelf hand- 
ſom2ly of this requeſt , gave unto her a 
Box , defiring hr to keep it warily and 
faithfully untill ſuch time as hz could ad- 


- viſe with thz Cardinals, and others of his 


Council, ina matter of ſo great impor- 


tance. But according to the manner of 
E her 
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her ſex , who naturally are curious and 
nice to fee and know all things , the 
could not refrain from opening 1t, to 
ſee what was within , Which the had no 
ſooner done , but out dew a ſmall Bird , 
which took wing into the air beyond the 
poſſibility of her :ecaining it, which made 
her extremely penſive. The Pope re- 
turning to her Convent, the firlt thing of 
all he asked for was his Box , which the 
returning empty, he took occaſion to 
blame her in'good earneſt , and ſaid to 
hr , My friend, I ſee well that you have 
zo Cellar, and that the iecret ot Con- 
felon would be 111 lodged with you , 
ſince your curioflity knew not how to 
keep that , which with ſo much engage- 
ment of truſt I commutted to you ; and 
I well ſee, that 1t wouJd be a very miſ- 
becoming thing for you, to give to one 
another the Authority to hear Confetſi- 
ons, and to abſolve incaſes of conſct- 
ence, which ought ſo faithfully to be con- 
cealed, and fo diligently kept, it being 
a Sacrilege worthy of the greateſt pu- 
niſk;nent for a Confeſſor to reveal them. 
Being therefore no better Secretaries 


than men , you mult not take it ſtrange 
at 
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at my hands that I cannot allow of your 
requeſt, The poor Abbels being all 
abathed , dared not to reply further, her 
curioſity giving manifeſt proof of her. le- 
vity and inconſtancy. 

The Father Delco ſaith, that he had 
read in certain Authors, that a certain 
woman being pregnant with a little 
Dzmon, cried out divers nights theſe 
words, Light , 4 olatile, Fooliſh, [ncon- 
ſtant , Which the reiterated often , be- 
ing big with the ſame inconſtancy, which 
was known afterwards when the was 


delivered of it, it never ceaſin2 to skip, 


and gambole, and tumble up and down ; 
which ſhewed , that certainly it was the 
ſame inconflancy, by which you may per- 
cetve, that Woman 1s the mother of it. 

Deſportes the Poet hath ſeveral quaint 
Verſes to this purpoſe , perſonating of 
one who defied the ſex, as follow. 


She muſt be handſome , made of chaſtity, 
And not too wiſe that (hall my faith atuſe. 
But nothing more's unfaithful, nor ſo full 
Of plots and ftratagems than (he thus diſ- 
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who day and might talks nought but cau- 
tron. | 
Miſchref's her purpoſe, ſhe's of little 
brain , £ 

And leſſer judgment , which inflates her 
mind. 

To what misfortunes are we thus con- 
demn'd ? 

She who ts honeſteſt would rathor have 

A fingle eye than but a ſingle ſlave. 


The ſame Poet again, where he ſearch- 
eth th? matter more to the bottom , 
which follow likewiſe, 


O : gnorant wiſdom, and diſeaſed reaſon , 
Glorious diſhonor, and uncertain [1 urely ; 
Reſt full of labour, pleaſure made of parn , 
Danmfying profit, loyal treaſon , 
Smiles Caſta with tears, voluntary gaole, 
A Sea which to our ruine Syrens breeds , 
A ſolid wind, foundation orf the ſand, 
Winter diſguiſed in the verdant ſpring. 
Logeang » whoſe flaſhes wet our bones 
within , 
Without appearance how it entred ty ! 
Diſloyal 7498 ai , oath without faith or 


troth, 


Gins, | 


(53) 


Gins, fire, ſnares, nets , which thoſe are 
blind may 
Hep) # he rs If knows to defend ; 


But who 14 that ? that prace to me Go 
ſend. 


My grief will never have an end, 


This brave Poet had reaſon to con- 
clude in this manner ; for he is a Phx- 
nix in the world that can watrant himſelf 
againſt the arrows and diſloyal revenges 
of women , eſpecially when their minds 
are poſſelt with malice , at what time 
they whet the edge of their tongues 
avainſt the worth of thoſe whom they 
intend to offend , beings either juttly or 
imaginarily dipleaſed”, which I will 
ſhew in this their que Epithite » aCccor- 
ding to the order of the Alphabet. 


|} E Ga:= 


Garrulum Gutrur. 
Garrulity of Tongue. 
MEAT a have ſuch propenſity 
to talk, that the greatelt pu- 


niſhment they can inffer, 1s hindring 
them from bablino ; the proof hereof 1s 
evident in a certain widow, who ſuing to 
a Judge on her knzes , he no ſooner be- 
ean to ſpeak, buc the as inſtantly replyed, 
Sir » God has been {o favourable to me, | 
as to give me many children , but Ine- 
ver had ſo much pain in bringing them 
into the world as this, cauſed throuoh the 
impatience of holding my tongue. A. 
manifeſt teſtimony of the orievouſneſs of . 
That puniſhment, being counted by her 
worſe than child- bearing. | 
I find out the ſecret of this 1mperfe- | 
ion in Geneſts ; for God forming, the © 
woman #: 
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woman of a Rib, hard and crackling , 
and th man of earth , importing his 1n- 
diſpoſition to noule, 1t was a kin] ot 
fore-judging, that man by nature (ho:1d 
bz filent and reſerved, and thz woman 
talkative and babling. Ariſtotle ipeaks 
much to the ſame purpoſe , afhrming , 
That a magnanimous man 1s neither 
bauler nor -pratler , for that through his 
prudence, nothing is either new, or rare, 
or great, or Wonderful ; and adds further, 
That it is a certain ſign of a looſe un- 
oovern'd ſpirit, and of a frail and feeble 
nature, 

We ſee alſo with Plutarch , that m2n 
teach the children of Kings and Princes 
to ſpeak low, as a diſcipline befitting 
their courage , and the oravity of ſuch. 
perſonages. Princeps gravitate Vocts 
monſirat imperium. Wiſe men have al- 
ways held it as a true Maxim, that a 
talking man 1s neareſt of kin to a wo- 
man, and that therefore he ſhould wear 
thz attire of them. OF this opinion was 
Plautns, who ſaith , That the molt unal- 
terable and certainz moveadles of a 
woman , are her words and unneceſlary 
clamours. To which purpoſe I remem- 
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ber one, who thinking to hit the buſineſs, 
ſaid , That they had two Quivers full of 
Arrows, the one of Cries, and the other 
of Tears ; but he might have becter ſaid, 
that they were both filled with Cla- 
mours, for they have thts indultry , that 
they can weep Without cauſe , and when 
words are not ſtrong and ' pathonate 
enough, uſe fighs and tears. 

The Prophet Jeremy notes 1t elzgant- 
ly in theſe terms, Neque l/aceat papilla 
ocult, thereby fignifying, that tears are as 
expreflive as Words of the mouth. Ju- 
venal oocth farther, for he affirms, That 
women ſurpaſſes in cnatting and babling 
the Grammartans, Rhetoricians, Lawyers, 
nay, th2 very, vulgar it ſelf: Ceduxt 
Grammatici vincuntur Rhetores, omnis 
T urba clamat , nec caulidiens , nec preco- 
loquitur , altera nec mulier , verboruns 
ranta cadit vis, tot pariter pelves , tot tin- 
tinnabwula dices pulſari, But this which 
adds to their imperfection , is, that they 
can hardly range or compoſe themſelves 
to filence, for which reaſon we fay , That 
to mske a woman hold her tonoue , there 
were out two points , ſhewing his fifis , 
an ambiguity in the French Tongue , be- 

ing 
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ing an Harmonying of words in the pro. 
nunciation. But however, to let pals that 
equivocation , neither points nor reaion 
can ſtop their talk , as we may ſee 1n the 
wife of that man, who not being able 
longer to endure her contumelious Jan- 
ouage , ſhe having among other oppro- 
brious words called him , Lowſie fellow , 
put her down into a well , where by de- 
ogrees he ſunk her , the (hill perfiftine in 


this her raillery: at laſt he Quckt her 


quite over head and ears, when to ſhew 
the obltinacy of her ſpirit, and virulency 
of her mind , being not able to ſpeak , 
ſhe put her two thumbs above water , 
making en with them of killing of lice , 

her thumbs being Agent for her tongue. 
From this 1mperfe&tion I remarque 
two things , thz firlt is , That there are 
few women-which are innocent, for be- 
ins for the molt part apt to prate, ſel- 
dom are they without ſins, for that too 
much ſpeech hath always that misfortune 
attending onit; 1n many words there 25 
zxiquty, The ſecondis, for that very 
diftculty they obtain ſalvation, and the 
orace of God , for that their confeſhons 
are for the molt part unfruitful , by being 
not 
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not entire and perfect. | This 1s a [a 
mode Roman, | The learned Urtinenſss 
obſerves , that they are ordinarily de- 
fective in three caſes, That they ſeldome 
or never confe(s , their exceeding va- 
nity in habit, ſuppoſing it due to their 
ſex; th-ir Lulls- either of will or effe&, 
according to the nature of the ſin, or the 
circumltances of them ; which happens 
through ſhame or cultome : And tuper- 
fAuous diſcourſe and talk , which, as be- 
fore was ſaid, 1s ſinful , and for which an 
account muſt be given to Cod. 

-St. Gregory in his ſeventh Book of 
Morals, cap..25. ſaith, That all words are 
1dle when they are ſpoken without juſt 
neceſſity, or when they are not ſeaſoned 
with a godly and religious intention : and 
if God will not ſuffer ſuch to go unpu- 
niſhed , how will hz away with perpe- 
tual ana unbounded talk , the blaſphe- 
mizs, t22 d:trakions, the murmurs, th 
Iaſcivious tales and fictions , which are 
frequent amonelt impudent women. 

You may ſee by experience, they will. 
{cold three weeks an end, and when all 
comes before th2 Prieſt , Nyn 'eſt vox 
zeque ſenſu, neither voice nor ſenſe, , 


they 
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they are as mute as fiſhes. I knzw an 
Hoſteſs, worthy of belief ( though the be 
a woman as th2 re{t ) who proteſted in 
my company , that ſhe would rather 
lodge thirty ſoldiers or travellers , than 
four women together in the ſame cham- 
ber , not onely for the trouble of waiting 
on them , but for the ſtir and noiſe they 
make , even to the not h2aring of them- 
ſelves; And that which is. worſe , often 
they fall, de verbis ad verbera , from 
quarrelling to blows , with ſo much rage 
and fury , that we may juſtly place them 
in the predicament of a Fury of Hell , 
called by the Poets an Er1znys. 
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Hortis Horrenda. 


Hateful Enemy. 


Well know that the Antients, willine 
to extoll the encomiums and praiſes 


of 


(60) | 
of vertuous women , gave to the Muſes 
feminine names . aSCallpe, Clo, Ex. 
terpe, Thalia, Polyhymnia , Terpſichore , © 
Hrania, and many others; and I as well 
know, that to diigrace and impute to the 
bad, they have loaded them with the 
names which they have allotted to the | 
Parcz, the fatal 2oddeſſes, as Cletho, - 
Lacheſis, Atropos ; and ſuch as they give 
to the infernal Furies , viz. Ales, Me- 
gera, bone , and Eryanrs , the laſt 
whereof being the moſt cruel , the Poets 
fxin to be the Deeſſe of diſcord and 
malice : To which a woman 1s very fitly 
compared, for neither Lion , nor Tiger , 
nor Dravon, nor Panther, are ſo cruel, ſo 
fell, ſo barbarous , as ſhe in her malice , 
whereof both Divine and Prophane Hi- 
Rories have given ſuch certain proofs , 
that no body but the' Partiſans and ac- 
cefſors to ſuch cruelties, dare deny 
them. 
The holy Scripture in the firſt place 
ſheweth us, that Damel was more ſafe 
amone the hungry Lions , than juſt Na- 
both was by the practiſes of Jezabe! , the | 
wife of King Ahab, who, by two falſe 
Witneſſes, took poſleſiion of his "_ 
yard . 
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» yard, which, by right of inheritance, be- 
© longed to him, and afterwards cauſed 
' him miſerably to be put to death ; having 
| alio butcherly murdered the Prophets of 
God, 
The fame holy Writ gives us an ex- 
| ample of the Prophet Jonas, in greater 
- ſecurity in the belly of a Whale, than 
| Poor Samſon in the arms and embraces 
of his Concubine Dal:lah ; for this trea- 
cherouvs Shee , knowing his [trength to 
confilt in his hair , by her &diflembled 
kindnefles and 1ntreats , over-periwagded 
him to reft , and lay his head 1n her bo- 
 - ſome, where ſhe wickedly deſpoiled him, 
and cut cff his bair , and then baſely de- 
livered him , feeble as he was, to the 
mercileſs fury of his bloody enenyes. 
We ſee further in the {ame Scripture, 
St. John the Baptiſt in full liberty and 
freedom in the fields and deterts , reve- 
renced by Tygers, Lions , Dragons, and 
other ſalvage beaſts, not receiving the 
leaſt hurt or dammage from them ; when 
by and by the ſame Saint is perſecuted , 
oppreſſed, and unjuſtly impriſon'd, at the 
| inktigation of lewd Herodias, who , to 
add to the full meaſure of her wicked- 
els, 


T- =p 
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neſs, Cauſed his head tobe cut off; and |* 
not - therewith ſatished,, demanded to 
have it brouoht before her in a platter in 
the mid(t of a Feaſt : What fury , what 
paſſion, what rage, what cruelty was this? 
to conipire againſt her Confeſlor , to de- 
hen and devite the death of her Phyti- 
cian, to raiſe, as it were, the world, 
avain(t an innocent perſon; not to re- 
ipec&t him whom men Believed for th- 
Methalt, to tranigreſs the bounds of ho- 
nor and modelty, to ſcandahize holy men, 
to condemn to the dungeon and irons a 
perſon ſo renowned and celebrated 
th:ough th2 world , and to bring him to 
death ,, whom the Son of Cod hid Cano- 
nized for the ereate(t among men ! Cer- 
tuinly this was the horribleſt cruelty ever 
exerciſed by any woman on <cripture- 
record. | 

But if we ſeek further into prophane 
Hiitory, We hall find more deteſtable 
examples of this, and which rather re- 
quire our tears to devlore them, than pen 
and irck to deſcribe them , and tranſmit 
them to poſterity ; and loe, one of thz 
moſt tragical that ever I met with, 


Dian of Peruſa reporteth , that Mark. 
| Anthony 


| (63) | 
* Anthony having cauſed the head of C1- 
| cero, the wonder of the Koman Orators, 
- and his iworn enemy, to be brought be- 
' forehim, laiditona table to feed and 
olut his-eyes with the fight of it » and 
naving ſo dure, bad it be taken away ; 
but his wife , to thew the hatred ſhe had 
conceived againſt this Father of elo- 
GUCNCE , taking his head between her 
hands, ſpit upon the face, belching out 
a (tomach full of 1imprecations and exe- 
crable reproaches ; and withall havin? 
pulled out his tongue, the pierced it 
through with pins and ne:dles, till the 
had fatiated her cruelty. 

But yet ſee a more deteltable ſtory. 
Brrdel in his Tragical Hiftor'es reports , 
that a Spaniſh Lady called YViolenta ( her 
name well tuiting with her nature ) ftind- 
ing her ſelf deceived ( by her Eramorate, 
a Cavaliero of the tame Nation whoſe 
name was Diego) under the pretence of 
marriage, while he had eſpouted another, 
did With her allurements ſo far prevail 
with him as to draw him one night to her 
houſe , pretending ſhe would be at his 
Gſcretion ; onely defired him , that ſhe 


might have the reſpite awtule for three 
or 
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or four hours to ſleep away that trouble , 
and the ſormer diſcontent between them; 
and that in the mean while he would be 
pleaſed alio ro repoie himſelf. But no 

ſooner was poor Drego fallen aſleep, but | 
ſhe, aided by hzr Chamber-maids , 
ſtrangled him , and not ſatish'd there- 
with, gave him five or ſx ſtabs with a 


ponyard , as an addition to her revenge ; 


then ſhe pulled out his eyes and his 
tongue , and having openzd his breaſt, 
ſhe tore his heart out, and afterwards ſo 
wounded and mutilated his body , that 
no body cduld know one part from the 
other : and for a concluſion, to fulfil her 
cruelty , ſhe threw him out of her win- 
dow upon the (tones below. The pal- 
ſengers were amazed and afraid at. this ' 
pitiful and disfgur'd ſpectacle ; but re- 
colleCting them(elves, examined this La- 
dy , who confeſſed the crime ; where- 
upon Juſtice appointed a putiſhment 
worthy of her crim2, which was executed 
in the preſence of th2 Duke of Calabria, 
ſon of King Frederick of Aragon, © 
I will not trouble you with more 
Hiſtories, onely add , That the Painters 


in their figuring thz Infernal Furies,, 
repreient 
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repreſent them with the viſages of wo- 
men, to ſhew, that nothing, better re- 
tembles a Tygreis than a wicked Woman, 
nay , the devil himielfeannot be worſe , 
whom, if the Paintings and Statues thew 
with horns, the Women are the ſame 
in their brooches , metamorphoſing the 
heads of Men into thoſe of Rams. 

If the devil appears in borrowed bn- 


d:cs, to ſeduce the molt fedfalt ; wo- 


men, they paint, MaSque, and pa tch theic 
F1C2$, to attract and enrice the ſlaves of 


their-pl-aſture. 5 the devil be the 
Tempter, wonmerMo 


re charming, more 
fubcle, more artthcial , know as well to 
r-mpr m2n , ſo _toat they o+erthrow more 
than Satan could do himſelf ; and if the 
devil be fo difficultly dif poſſeit of any 
place, particularly it is out of the head 
of a Woman, as We may {ee by that hand- 
ſome Cer:mony uted by the Church in 
Bartiim , for therein the Prieſt exor- 
cifing " devil, if it be a male child 
names Satan twenty tim2s , bur if it be a 

female h2 repeats him thirty times; to 
11tmate th2t1t1s more difficult to con- 
jure him out of thit ſex. A Poet jeſtinz 


011 th2 jubtlery of wamen, ſaid, Thzy are 
liks 


- ITY 
(66) 
| like the picture of St. Michael revers'd, 
| that hath the devil at his feet, and women 
aThis head : But letting that paſs, I ſay, 
| That there 1s {o much agreement betwixt 
thoſe two, as that they will accord in 
cruelty ; ſee here the verles. 
| Wl. 
| Women and Devils are each others like 
x Oe, ſinners tempts ; th' other, the fond 
\ | lover : 
Th, charms our wiſhes; That, exchants 
our vows | 
T his, with paint pleaſgh us ; That, with 
y 1 age! : 


mu! | Both do deceive us with fair (eeming hope: © 
| f Th , pierceth preſently ; That, keeps uts 
1 | | 


re. | 
Dewils their hell about them always carry, | 
AnT women do the like in ſome reſpett : 
T he one's ill for the 'live , That, for- the 
dead : 
F Of the oae, the inſide pleaſeth ; T bat, the 
FT out : 
Oze pains the body ; t'ather grieves the _ 
mind : 
One for a time deth burn, the other ever. 
'Y He that an equal full accord would ſee, 
1 Muſt flay till chis mad coxple wedded be. 
$7 þ To 
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' To ſum up all their cruelty, take this ; 


If the devil be malicious and envious of 


the ſalvation of mens ſouls, the women 


are (0, and more ſollicitouſly of the g00d 


and content of thoſe Whom they hate ; 
which aftords us 900d reaſon to ſay, That 
thzy are the fire of Envy, 


—_— —_ 
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Tnvidioſus Tenis. 
Ire and Deſpight. 


Yd, that moſt famous Poet, ſaith in 

F tis ſecond Book of his Metamor- 
phofis , that the goddeſs Pallas defiring 
one day to ſee Envy, the went to the 
bottom of an obſcure valley , where the 
\ kept her reſidence, but not willing to 
enter into 10 oblcure a place, opened the 
door with th2 point of her Javelin, and 
taere eſpizd her ; which Fifion being 
molt elegantly tranſcribed by Mr. Sandys, 
is here inierted, F 2 Forth- 


: 
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Forthwith to Envy's Cave her courſe ſhe | 
bent , 
Furr'd with black filch within a deep de- 
/ cent, | 
Between two hills, where Ph:xbus never 
ſhows 
His chearful face , where no wind ever 
| blows : 7 | | 
Repleie with ſadneſs and unatlive cold, 
Dewq;a of fire, yet ſiull in ſmak nrol d. 
Whither when as the fear d in battel came, | 
She ſtaid before the houſe ( thar hateful 
frame v 
She might nat enter ) and the dark, door 
ſtruck 4 
With her bright Lance , which ſtrerght in || 
ſunder broke : , 
T here ſaw ſhe Exoy lapping Vipers blood, | 
And feeding on their th her vices food : © 
And having (een ber, turn d away ket 
eyes. 
The C atiff ſtowly f rom the ground doth 
riſe , 1 
H 4. "PU ON Serpents laid afide ; | 
Viewing her form ſo fair, her arms ſo 
bright. © 
She fp oF and ſih't at ſuch a chearful | 
| } 


ſight, &c, 
All 


(69) | 
All this 1s but a Fable, but it handſome- 
ly intimates all the deformities of tnis 
in of Envy, and the wretchedneſs of the 
Envious. 

The Poet feigns, that Pallas found 
her in the form ana thape of an old wo- 
man, to thew , that Envy 1s a yice which 
hath reigned from the beoinning of the 
world, for 1t was that which ruin'd L«- 
cifer , and made? him fall with his com- 
plices from heaven, out of an emulation 
to be equal with God, and from an envy 


| of that felicity which was defiened for 
- man by the myſtery of the Incarnation; 


| according to St. Bernard and divers other 


© Fathers. This was it which fomented 
* that mortal hatred betwixt Cazz and his 


brother Abet, for ſeeing that his works 
ind his ſacrifices were more accevtabl : 
to God than his own , h2 was o dit- 
pleaſed, that he was thereby in{tioated to 
Man-ſlaughter. This was it that made 
Joſeph's brethren fell. hiqz to the Ih- 
waelites ; Which provoked and cxaſpe- 

rated the Sacred Colledge of the Apo- 
[tles againſt St. John and St. James , for 


| asking « of our Sawor the honorable places 
' ofhis right and left hand :n h's King- 
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dom. Thus is that which brought dzath 
into the world, according as the wite- 
man ſaith, 


[nvidia diabols mors mtravit in orbem 
[err ai Hm, 


For the devil malignino the happi- 


neſs of our fir{t parents , preſently re- 
ſorted to them in that earthly Paradiſe 


and prevaled ſo \ith his wiles and temp- 


tations , that he ſeduced them from the 
obedience they ought to God; from 
whence enſued hunger , thirſt, poverty , 
miſery , and ickne(s , | which ever fince | 
convey us to our graves. 

You fee then , thatnot without reaſon | 


| 


2 


Envy appeared to Mzrzerva like an 
old woman ; ſhe was alſo pale and. 
w:cinckled, to ſhew, that the envious are 


ordinarily ad, penſive, and of frowninyg | 


aſpects, by ſeeing their neighbours pro!- 


per in 200ds , means, ercatneſs, offices | 


and riches. 


Che had in her handa ſtaff of hell 


with a hook at the end, to fignifie , that ' 


the envious never teaſa to vex , to carp, 


and examine , and diſquiet any perſon, 
either 
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either of honor , knowledge, or ver tue ; 


and if not by evil-ipeaking, her madueſs 
will proceed to other means and ways, 
to render them infamous and ridiculous 
to the eyes of the whole world. 

Her heart was gnawed with Vipers , 
to intimate , that the envious {eeiny 
others to proſper , hath in his own breatt 
thoſe ſecret pincers Which tear 1t In 
pieces , and molelt 1t perpetually. To 
which purpoſe St. Auguſtine ſaith , That 


he would rather have Vipers within his 


body , than Envy within his ſoul ; for as 
Vipers bite away the entrals of th-ir 
mothers to. make the'r way out of the 
womb , ſo Envy bites and pricks\. the 
mind of {ch a perſon , that he knows not 
on which fide to turn to be at eaſe, and to 
find any reſt. 

She inhabited the bottom of an 0o5- 
ſcure Valley , where neither Sun no: 
Wind could enter ; to ſhow, that envy 
lodeeth always in ſome baſe mind , and 
that the envious difhding in th2ir own 
merit , are always in vexatious diſquiet , 
till they have tarniſhed and ſullied the 
honor and repute of any perſon that 1s 


eſtzemed by th: world, But that which 
1s 


& a | 
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15 molt obſervable in the Fable , is, That 
Amerva ſeeing, the ugline's and defor- 
mity of Envy, would not enter into 
FF her tolitude , but onely knock'd at door 
with the Spear of her Lance, unporting, 
that nothing ſo much pierceti the heatt 
of the envious, as the prudence, wiidom, 
and vertue of men $ worth, nor that 
cuts them moe to the quick. 
In ſum, envy iecing the beauty,excel- 
lency,and dignity of //2llas, was ready to 
burlt with deſvite, a tuither proof of that 
Trouble which vertue cauieth in the envi- 
ous ; Which gave occaſion to T hemſtocles | 
| 


ed 
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20 compare them to the Flie Cantharide b 
that as thoſe venemovs Animals feec 
thenuelves of the belt of the Roſes , ny 
other the molt fraerant Flowers ; ſo the 
envious nouriſh their hate by the he- 
:to91ick deeds |and generous actions | of 
others, endeavourin? by all means |to 
extinguith their vertues , and to make 
them contemptible in the eyes of the 
world. 
St. Auſita compares this unſortunate 
vice to the Placue and Contavion, for'as 
that drives men and w omen out of Cit'es 
and Towns , fo envy not being able to 


Cncure 
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endure Wile and vertuous men to abide 
eithzr in their privacies, or in the 
manavem-nt of State-affaits , | Grives 
them inco the world to 1cek their ad- 
ventures , where they ulugtly meet with 
mwy adverſities. 

| obierv2 moreover eſpecially , That 
among all the Vices , there 1s none tnat 
's at o 2reat a feud witn Vertue as Envy 
tor it any of them are at enmity with 
vertue , 1t 1s that which 1s contrary 
and oppoſite to ſuch a peculiar ; as we ſee 
in Gluttony , Which dire Mly oppoſeth 
Abilinence ; Luſt, Chaitity ; Pride Hu- 
mility ; and to all the reſt : but envy ſets 
her ſelf generally again{ all, and attaques 
them allo fGnely. 

Envy 1s injuſtice 11 it ſelf, for nottung 
1s more unjuſt than to rejoyce 1n the 
eV1l that befalls another, and to be 1ad 
at hs proſperity, although it brings them 
not either contentment or profit , and 
often no prejudice to the envied ; for 
God, who knows how to draw evil out of 
000d, doth as much advance and raite the 

500d, as thzy endeavour to depreſs and 
undervalue them. This appears plainly 
in Joſeph , wio ding malign2d by his 

brothe's, 
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brothers, who deligned the utter aboli- 
tion of him inthe aftection and memory 
of his father and kindred , was by them 
- Caſt into a pit, and fold to (trangers ; 
then was theme that Cod raiſed him , 
oaining him the favour of Þ harach , whe 
made him Vice-Roy of egypt : But 
that which I note eſpecially in the or- 
dering that Providence, 1s, That God not 
onely augments the goods and proſperity 
of thoſe that are 1o envied, but alio 
makes it a motive to the envious, to be- 
come honeſt men, and to render them- 
ſelves worthy and capable of recovering 
the: grace and bleſting of God beſtowed 
on the envied, For it 1s the ordinary 
courſe of Divine Providence to propote 
to ſinners the vertues and and good ex- 
amples of the juſt ; howbeit, tome of 
them may be perions contemptible and 
abject, according to their outward ap- 
pearance, ard in the worlds eſteem , 
th2reby to if in them a holy jealoujie 
and emulation to follow their example , 
and to imitateth-m 1n thoſe things which 
are related to vettue and ſalvation. 
We need no other. proof hereof than -: 
tne life of Set. Anſtire, to whom God _ 
propoting 
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propoſing the ſmgular vectues, and the 
o00d examples of the holy and aultere 
life of St. Anthony the Hermite, and 
others who lived in the ſame manner ; 
the holy Doctor was ſo taken with De- 
votion , that being yet wallowing in the 
filth of ſun, he cried out 1na holy jea- 
louhe, Surgunt indotts, & rapinnt calos , 
ms antem in doftriats noſtr 15 ſine corde 
erce ub1 volutamnur 1n carne & ſangu.ne : 
Are not we very miſerable to continue 
in the filth of fin and voluptuouſnels , 
while the imple , the idiots , and the 19- 
norants raviſh Heaven of its evaneelical 
perfetion. This holy jealoufie was in 
part th2 incentive to his Converſion, and 
that 200d life he 12d afterward. 

But to fall on my fubzect , I mark, that 
Ovid did not chute any thing in naturz 
better to expreſs the deformity and 
loathſomeneſs of Envy , than the reſem- 
blance or hieroglyphick of an old woman, 
deſcribzd as betore, intimating to us , 
that woman more then any other crea- 
ture , makes her (elf the ſlave of imper- 
fection; | for 1f you mak? a narrower 
ſearch, you thall find, that even the moſt 
vertuous will appear cefective, | 

All 
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All men know, that Sarah did fo vio- 
lently envy the good of her hand-maid 
Hagar , becauie the - had concetved 
(though with her own conſent) by Abra- 


ham , that (he compeiled her i} ortly af- 


ter to abandon hzr houle. Rachel alſo 
envied the fruttfulneſs of her filter Leah ; 
Martha Iikewiie murmured againſt 
Mary her fifter , b2caule the fate at the 
teet of our Saviour , hearing his words , 
while ſhe made ready his entertainment. 
To conclude , the envy of women is fo 
tranſcendent , that the onely way to 
avoid 1t1s to be poſſeſt of. nothing ; for 
what ever they ſez, that they covet; what 


ever they covet, tzey d:mand; and that | 


which 1s worſt , 1f you refuſe them , all's 
Joſt, their love 1s changed into hatred , 
their hatred into detrattions and. inju- 
res, With fucha confuſion of chat and 
railing, that I may well call them 


K Kaos 


——.. | 


Kaos Calumniarum. 


Confuſion of Calummes. 


Alumny is a vice {o deteſtable, that 
God abhors | 1t equally with the 
ret; *tis properly an envious cetraction, 
woven with ſiniſter and falle interpg-re- 
tations of the words and aCtions of ones 
neighbours , deſigning the ruine of his 
honor , ms lite , and all his fortunes ; it 
hath the devil for its orandlice , pride for 
ts father, envy for its ; mother , a wicked 
mind for its abode, and the vertue of an- 
other for 1ts matter. 

The devil being the author of this 
vice, it was very fit he ſhould'\bear the 
name of it, for D:abolus 1s as Much as to 
ſay Calummator, a railing acculer, It was 
he who intendivg the ruine of the world 

In 
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In the perſons of our tir{t parents, calum- 
mated ( in the deluſion of the woman ) 
the commandment of God, pcriwading | 
her, that he envied the contentment and 
telicity of man , and that he willed not 
that he ſhould be like unto Him ; a lie as 
falſe as deteſtable ; from whence we in- 
ter, That Calumny is the devils Penſil, 
Baelzebul,s ſtamp and mark, the ruine 
of vertue, and a pattern or example of 
tuch as are graduates in the {chool of 19- 
norance. 

For *tis the cuſtome of the fooliſh , 
wanting reaſon and truth, to have re- 
courſe to biting words , to make uſe of 
{uch tzeth and claws, to bite, and ſcratch, 
and tear innocent louls, and ſuch as 
thought not any way of offznding them. 
So that whoſoever would embrace an 
innocent life, and be a lover of vertue , 
muſt firmly reſolve to arm himſelf 
a2ainſt the battery of venomous tongues, 
and to reſt aſſure} , thata world of ene- 
mies, whom he knows not,wilt b2 knock- 
ing at th? door of his conicience : For it 
is the portion cf the childr:n of Cod to 
undergo the perſecution of tonoues , and 


extremely happy are they that ſuffer it 
IN 
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1n patience : Bleſſed are you when men 
rev.le you, and ſpeak all evil of you. And 
indeed 1f you obſei ve, you may ſee, that 
ſuch tongues meddle not with the wick- 
ed; for Calumny being the daughter of 
Envy , whoſe bent 1s againlt Vettue, a 
franver to them ; it follows, that they 
are not ſubject to reproaches, But that 
which agg-avates raoſt of all this vice, 
is, that it meaſures others by the Ell of 
their demerics , reproving them of that 
wherein them'clves are guilty ; without 
heedino that antient Proverd , 


Impaudent ts he that would cure a ſare , 


Not healing of himſelf having far more, 


This is clearly to be ſeenin Hiſtory ; 
the luſtful wife of Potiphar accuſed 
chaſt Joſeph to have attempted her ( but 
imaginary ) honour ; the ſame did thoſe 
filthy Elders to the chaſt S#ſazna. The 
enraged Jews deemed the Apoſtles , the 
ſons of Cod, to be drunk With new 


wine, hearing them ſpeak 1n all Lan-_ 


ouages , by the aſſiſtance of the Spirit of 
Truth. But I ſhall not inhit longer upon 


any tiory, onely repeat theſe veites. 
C alamny 
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Calumny lodgeth in the proud man's head, | 
Hath 1 a troubled furious brain its bed ; | 
Like to the Spider , ( that what ere it | 
takes, | 7} 

To poiſon doth convert ) it vertne makes | 
A vice to be, and all brave actions ccnont's 
Evil to be, to r.aſon wrong amounts, 

Like to the Waſps,who 1n the heat appear, 
Flt Buzzing about, and ſtings for hony bear. 
Yb! Or like a villain Hoſt er, that decerves 

{8 The mearied Horſes, aud them athing 
leaves. | 4 
The bad don't this to th'bad 5 for T0 man * 
Ml. hates | 

” That which «s like him, but what diſ- 


Crepares, 


The woman queſtionleſs :s thz moſt 
ſubje&t to this vice , for handling her 
ronoue ſo nimbly, 1t is no marvel it very | 
often 1t be injurious. | 

The Prince of Philoſophzrs rot onely 
terms her in his Politicks a babling crea- | 
ture, but adds alſo , Thatif at any time 
they happen to be eloqu.nt, 'tis not to 
appear vertuous and wiſe , but to vive 


proof of their umpatience in t2lk ;. thz 
Clack 
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clack of a mull 1s not fo loud to the ears 
of paſſengers, as the pratling detraCtion 
of women to the lovers of filence ; they 
will have ſooner framed and reared a 
houſe full of injuries for th2 imalleſt thing 
in the world, than the belt workman in the 
earth could have contrived one; tney. be- 
Row fo much induſtry , and have tuch a 
faculty of detaming thoſe they hate,, that 
their enemies are 1oon oppreſt , and are 
conirained to give way to their calum- 
{ nies; although their intz2rity might ren- 
der them as unmoveable and 1mpreona- 
ble as a Rock. 

* Tfinda ſignal Hiſtory 1n the 1 3 of the 
'» At, the Sacred Text holds forth , that 


the wicked Jews laying in wait for thoſe. 


two glorious Apoſtles, St. Paxl and Bar- 
nabas, to make them depart from among 
thzm,and to bring them into diſoracewith 
the people, adviſed , among other ways 
therein , this, as the moſt expedient, to 
employ certain religious and preciſe wo- 
men, who, with no other weapons than 
their ſerpentine tongues, ſo effeRed their 
deHene , did ſo ftrenuoufly by their for- 
o2ries and lies impoſe upon th2 people , 
that they drove away thoſe two Diſciples 

G @ut 


| $2) 


| out of the City with ſhame ; and if wo- 
mo . men of fragrant Devotion, breathing no- 
KLE thin” outwardly but Religion , could fo 
[4.1 deceivingly abuſe the Apoſtles, the ſons 
| of God, being alſo blameleſs ; no wonder 
if many oth2rs do the ſame, eſpecially to þ 
| thoſe, who have no participation with 
no their irregular affections. - 
L + St, Gregory the Great in the ſecond 
_ - book of his Dialogues, chap. 2 3. reports, 
7" That St. Beanet having two rehigious 
Votrefles near his Monaſtery , ordered 
one of his Monks , that was the fimpleſt 
and modeſiteſt of his Convent, to ſerve 
them; and adminifter all things to.them 
that ſhould be neceilary for the mainte- 
nance of their life. But in as much as the . 
nobility of worldly extraction oftentimes 
puffs up the mind and courage of thoſe 
that are ſo deſcended, and are very rich 
witnal : theſe Gentlewomen could not ;, 
any long time difſemble , under the habit 
of mortufication , the vanity of their 
ſpirit, and the poyſon oftheir venomous 
rongues , infomuch that they not onely 
contemned and deſpiſed the fmplicity 
of the Monk that ſerved them , but they 
vex'd, injur'd\, and {coffed at him fo 
FP | | often, 
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often, andin fuch a manner , that che 
poor man not being lonver able to en- 
dure it, repaired to St. Bennet, complain- 
ing , and particularly enum-rating the 
injuries and reproaches which for a long 
time he had endured from them, withour 


o 


replying a word again. 

Sr. Bennet havin? heard his complaint, 
ſent them word , that if they would not 
refrain their tongues, amend from therr 
courſe of ipeaking evil, and reform their 
manners , that he would excommumcate 
them, an d cut them off from the partict- 


pation of the Sacraments , and from the 


commrn'on of the faithful, 

This threatning not prevatlin® to re- 
-- form theſe two Nuns, it hapned foon af- 
: ter they both died; at their obſequies, 
' when accordin? to | their appointment 
Maſs was to be taid, and the Deacon 
ſanding up accorang to the cuſtom , 
'* commanded all exco:mmunicate perions 
to depart the Church ; tne Nurie of theſe 
' two Nuns 20ing (as 15 uſed) for them to 
the offertory , ſee them come out of their 
* graves and to 90 outof the Church , at 
* the ſame tim2 thit th? Deacon (poke 
- the aforzſaid words; at which being much 
G4 amazed, 


S_—— 
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amazed , but at laſt remembring her ſelf 
of the threatning St. Benxer had uled to | 
them when alive , that he would excom- 
 municate them 1f they defitted not from 
the afore{aid injuries, ſhe went to the 
ſaid holy Father , and recount2d to him F 
her viſion, who gave her with his own 
hand an oblation to preſent for them , 
aſſuring her they ſhould be bound- no 
lonzer by -xcommunication , and that 
thzreafter they ſhould abide in their -: 
Tombs, which hapned accordingly. 
From this ftory we collect theſe two 
things ; fir, That the reproaches uſed by 
theſe two Nuns were fo odious and ab- 
horrent to the Divine Majelly , that this 
eminent Father judg2d them worthy the 
major Excommumnication , Which is Pro- 
perly a reſcinding of them from the 
mz {tical Body of Chritt , and the parti- 
Cipation of the Sacraments. The ſecond ' 
1s ,. That ſuch contumelies , evil ſpeak- 
In*s, ardthelike, are a thouſand times 
more blameable in thoſe , who have be- 
took themſelves to the Rridtneſs and re- þ 
tirements of pen tence, mortification,, þ 
and evancelical perfe&ion, than others, © 
| and conſecuently worthy of ereater pu- 
's M{hments. Now 
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Now of all rzmedies, and to triumph 
eallantly over all thzle calumnies, and to 
lilence th. 'm, this 1s the belt ; Not to re- 


ply, but to vive way to them olorying 
and vaporing in th2 arrocance of their 


'. OWn Concelt, 


The wiſe Socrates found no better 
to wear the Trophies of having over- 


comg his tivo wives petulancy 3 as 
St. Sip records , writing againſt that 


= arch Heretick Tovinian; the Rory im- 


ports, That Socrates not being able to 
({uffer the noiſe and tintamar of the 
opptobrious language th2y vomited out 
avainſt him, went out of his houſe, yield- 


| ing them the place, and ſeated {a elt 


upon a berch juſt over again(t the win- 
dows of the upper chamber : but theſe 

two women being ready to burſt with 
madneſs to ſee themſelves thus deſecte d, 
to revenge themſelves, took a chamber- 
pot full of {inking water and threw 1c 
upon his head ; at which he move:! not at 
all, to ſhew them, that 1t was not in-their 
DOWEr to ſhake his conttanc” , but re- 
plyed merrily to them, 1 well know l 
ſaith he , that after thunder comes rain 


and foul weather ; intimating, that the 


G 3 be{t 


- , 
[ l 


(86) 

L beſt way ro keep out injuries, 18, either 
Da : 6 . + 
to to anlwer plealantly., or nothino , eſpe- 
a .Cially to women 1n rage. 

F; : This 1s taught us ina Chriſtian Poem , 
25 much to the purpoſe as the matter can 
| cacierve. 
y Ty quarrels, conteſts, and 17 ill diſputes 3 
| 'T 75 better quietly to ſubnut and yiew,, 


Than to engage too raſh and keep the field, 

For th'uſ, Sr vanity of a repute. 

eA's when to Duel men engaged come ; 

'T 3s nat thowoht wiſdom to make too much 
play. | 

Victory by retreating oft ts got , 

Ax overthrow oft the purſuers lot. 

Better ut 15 when, th'Ship « tempeſt toft , 

To lore the ſails than let top- galiant lic, 

And madly caſt away both life and ſhip. 

Great 1s the power of eondeſcenſion, fo 

The S#n prevails » when boyſt rous Winds 


cann't” do. 


To wich may be added thele alſo , 


Be not tranſported by a raſh deſire 

Of having 1ittory in all diſcourſe ; 

Honeſtly ta recede 1 greater glory , 
[FT-EA Thar 
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 1hanto attempt #nproſit able fame. 
Ar wreſtling, tis not manhood for to break 
A joynt of him that s thrown ; for he that 
lay | 

T he undermoſt, oft roſe and won the day. 


f £ 


See h2re how we ought to comport | 
our ſelves amid(t the fire of differences Z 
and difſentions, and particularly when F 
you ſee women make a Coyle , without 
offering to ſmile , or to ſhow any other 
pleaſant geſture ; for ſometimes tacy 
make themſelves cholerick and furious, 
to intimidate and make thoie afraid, 
whom thzy purpoſe to ſhackle in their 
{trone priſons; and yet they live {o {weet- 
ly, that we may proceed and call them 


Lepida Lues. 
Pleaſant Contagion. 


B45 poifdn of an Aſp doth not 
ſooner pierce into "ig inwards of 


a man,whom it hath ſecretly bitten, then 


an unchaſt woman doth ſweetly faicinate | 


the eyes and the heart of her lover : the 
hath A many artifices to compaſs her 
deſignes , that it would be an impoſſible 
attempt to write them down ; For ſeeing 


ſhe 1s the ſeat of wanton love, and one | 


of the partakers with our three enemies, 
her glory 1s to ſhew herſelf, and to be 
called, Miſtreſs ; yea, to fetter with 
cords of vanity the moſt, ſubtle and un- 
confined perſons of the world. This is 
diſcoverable by that admirable Hiero- 
olyphick of Ven. 

Pauſanias making the Pourtras of 
ns 
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this goddeſs of Love , repreſented her to 
be extremely beautiful of face, placing 
under her right foot a Lion, a t:are, a 
Bird, anda Fith; and under her left a 


Tortoiſe : her beauteous countenance, to 


fhenifie , that the woman by the attra- 
ctions of her countenance drew into her 
ſlavery true Hercaleſes and Sampyſons ; 
likewiſe Sardanapaluſſes and Heliogaba- 
lus's Hares in feeblene(s and delicacy ; 
Adams and Davids, true Birds in con- 
templation , Solomons in learning and 
wiidom ; as alſo all forts of men ſignified 
by the Fiſh ſwimming 1n the Sea of this 
oreat world, But that which 1s'moſt no- 
table, is, Yenus had a Tortois under her 
left foor , which+is of that fade with thz 
heart, to ſhow, that as the Naturalliſts 
fay , that creature ceaſeth not to live al- 
thouch its heart ſhouls be pulled out ; 
ſo the periſhing beauty of .a Woman 
hath ſuch power over the ſlaves of her 
1mmodeſt 1mpudicity,that ſhe takes from 
tazm their heart, abrfiancing , and Wiſ- 


dom, leaving them yet full of life, 


charming them in ſuch a ſort, that they 
remain blind, and th2n expoſes them to a 


thouſand vanities, and to attempts very 


near impoſſible. Tell 


Dr 
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Tell me, I pray you, what would not | 


a ſenſuate man do to gain the good grace | 
and favour of her whom he adores in his | 
heart? If he be a manof _ » and [4 


bath wherewithal to maintain his pur- 
lutts , Cod knows the expence he 1S at 


. 
= 
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:!n courtin? his Lady ; beſides mimical | 


tagems ; he mnit alſo know what colour 
ſhe fancieth beſt , to clothe himſelf | in 
that Silk , and etve his attendants Live- 
ries; he "muſt 1 run at the Ring 1n Tour- 


- nament, mult be ſeen at Balls, a at Dances, 


and Maſques ; mult alute their windows 
with morning-muſick ; he muſt put the 
letters of her name diverſi fi'd and en- 
tzrlaced with yellow , green, grey , and 
black , upon the Caffocks, Apariſons, 
&c. of his Lacqueys; he muſt quake 
four hours at thegate, relate his eriefs 
bare-headed in at a window ; he muſt be 
reſolved at all turns to foht with his 
Rival, and give him the ſalute of a ſword 
in his belly ; muſt contemn all manner of 
danger, even death it ſelf ; he muſt offer 
tus blood and his life to hatlow and le- 
o1timate the ſacrifice of his flame ;- mult 


moreover admire her eyes , her hands , 
her 


- apiſhneſs, cares, inquietudes , and fira- | 
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her hair , and her whole body ; to attri- 
bute to her the name of + datling, 
his ſweet life, tis dear ſou! ,and ſuch many 


like Epittire , ſuch alluring {(weetnings, 


and attrating miniardiſes , "thatrwe muſt 
uſe / ſhyches's s$ thouſand to count them. 
But what-do theſe good dames during 
this exerciſe ? they foment the fire of 
love by a douland | invent ons that they 
have in a readineſs, fair ſpeeches, pro- 
teftations, promiles, oathes , which carry 
the enſions of friendſhip : Their Balls, 
their Feaſts .their Banquets, their Gates, 


their Windows, the Streets , broad- 
plages | the very Churches ( Oim- 
piety !'Merve them to lay their ſnares and 


o1Nns , for to catch with thoſe counterfert 
notes the idolaters of their 1mpurities : 

They have a whole Arſenal of aip2&s , 

oeftures, actions, and icle looks ;. of gau- 
dinels , ceremonies, full of confidence, 
readineſs , fear, 9 orief, doubt , vexation , 
the better to oet the ſpoil of what they 


enterpriſe : They will wanton and play 


with the ſignes of their eyes, head, hands, 
oloves, handkerchiefs : Thoſe hours they 
have free to orearer deſignes , the poſts, 

meſſengers and letters run charged and 


laden 
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laden with weepings, tears, fighs, hopes, 
oriefs, ſorrow , lamentations, aſtiictions, 


racks, furies, torments, deaths, racks , 


fires, arrows, and flames ; and if this will 
not do, then they have recourſe to de- 
ſpairs, revenyes , impatiencies, 1njurtes , 
complaints ; and to thoſe names of cre] 
and barbarous , Scythian, Tiger , Bear, 
Lion, perfidious, ungrateful, of no aff<- 
ction. With theſe inventions and aftt- 
tices they ſteal away the heart, and blin:! 
the ſpirit of the idolaters of their vanity. 
Iwill not run through the Divine and 


Humane Hiſtories , to prove the power 
that women have had over the ogoeſt, 
wiſeſt, and diſcreete(t men of MAycrld ; 


onely tay , that the Scripture , to ſhow 
th2 danyer of converſing with this ſort 
of women , and to teach us to fly them 
as a peſtilence, thouvh never ſo ſeeminy- 
pleaſing and agreeable , hath writ down 
this remarkable ſentence , Better z the 
mgquity of -4a man , than a woman that 
doth well , intimating, that it were ſafer 
to be in th2 company of a Robber , than 
w'th the moſt pious woman in the world; 
rtentat enims mulier , for a Woman 15 


tempting , whereas you may continue a 
"  ©o0Q 
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| 200d ſpace with a thief, Without con- 
jenting or beiwg acceſſary to his wicked 


ways. How many co we ſee 1n all Hiſto- 
ries that have repented, to have only ſeen 
and ſpoke with women ; David revretted 
the remainin? part of his life,the occaſion 
and the time wherein he ſaw and knew 
Bathſheba. The Scripture ſpeaking of 
thoſe Elders that attempted the honor of 
chalt S#ſanna, daith, That all their miſe- 
ry ſprung from hence, that they ſav her 
often waſhirg h:r ſelf in a fountain. 
Videbant eam ſenes quotidie ingredientem 
CF deambulantem & exarſerunt in con- 
cupiſcentiam ejus, 

The Po2t Muſes ſpeaking of the un- 
fortunate Leander , drowning in the 
b'llows and boy{terous waves of the 
Helleſpont , in th2 performance of his 
Lady Hero's command, makes him com- 
plain in this'manner , 


For having taſted Beauty's pleaſant bai, 
In theſe reugh Seas I find my cruel jate. 


© thz prudent #!yſſes Ropt bis ears 
with wax , that he might not tear the 
voice of the Achzlojan Nympbs , and 
carried 
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carried the herb Moly about him , to get 
out of the company of Czrce. And if the: 
company and frequenting of good and 
vertuous women 1s an unevitable con- | 
tagion, What think we of thoſe who are 
ſo miſerably prodigal of their worth and 
honor , which ſhould render them the 
moſt efteemed, moſt conftant , and moſt 
prudent > what thall we think of thoſe 
mijerable women, who by their attracts, | 
enticements, and artifices, deſtroy and | 
ruine fo many ſouls deſtin'd for heaven ? 

St. Auſtin ageravating the fin which 
ti2y commit, ſaith, That it is more enor- 
mous than the ſacrileve of the Jews , 
who cauſed the Son'of God to be put 
to death ; for they onely ſhed his blood 
in taking away his life, theſe damn and | 
deſtroy thoſe ſouls which he preferr'd be- |! 
fore his own life, for to redeem and ſave 
8 | __ Whom, hediddiligently and kindly lay 
'Þ; cown what ever was dear to him ; Empr: 
enim eſtis pretio magno , You are bought. | 
with a great price , ſaith the Apoltle, 
Now foraſmuch as they cannot practice 
the . above-named artifices, without 
making and telling a thouſand lies, and 


and as many diſſymulations , we may not 
be 
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er .| be coy in the following our Alphabet- i 
he! method, to call them. - 
ad. ——— - D 8 
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Mendacium Monſtruoſum. 


Monſtrous Les. 


As all other things which makes hy 
the wiſdom of 000d men to ap- 
pear ; conltancy in perplexities, and can- 
dour in affairs without hypocrifie , are 
- the moſt defireable. For as to the fir G 
| if it be a wonder in nature, to ſee the 
Salamander an Aquatile, to refreih it | 
ſelf ſometimzs among burnins live coals, / 
. and that to the coniervation allo of its : 
life , thoueh the fire be the activeſt of * 
Elements ; Its alſo a marvellous work "F 
of grace, to ſee a ſoul make to 1t ſelf a 
- Paradiſe of comfort amidlt the fire of 
quarrels and contention, and the flames 


of a bloody perſecution , Which it dof 
t 


| 


- — 


the more freely and couragiouſly, for that | 
innocency hath ſecured its defences, and | 
JN made it conceive of the world as a thing | 
indifferent. 
For although the tempelt of Serpen- 
: tine tongues , and th2 ſnares of that Ty- 
__ oreſs, Envy, compals it on all fices ; [o | 
it happens, that in thoſe ſtraits vertue | 
fails not to beget in the heart a million 
of holy and heavenly thoughts , who fly- 
ing upwards , return with a pacthck 
calm , which commands the floods to 
abate , and miſeries to end in the tweet. 
tpring-time of Angelical repoſe , making 
it victorious over all thoſe troubles which - | 
would any way diſquiet It. 

In the ſecond place, Although worldly 
wiſe men vlory in their plots, their 
cunning and diflimulation, rendring dou- | 
dle evil forevil, calling revenge , cou - 
rage ; ſimplicity of heart, fooliſhneſs ; 

innocence , brutiſhne.s ; freedom of 
mind, levity ; forgiven-ls of mind , 
cowardlineſs and impertin-nce. And 
when contrarily 1t is th: wiidom of the. 
juſt always to ſpeak truth , as ſaith 
St, Gregory in his Tenth Book of Moral*, | 
chap, 27. When he ONT nothing . 

UT. | 
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but ſpeaks ſincerely , ſuffers injuries pa- 
tiently , loves truth freely , flatters no 
body, nor approves the Vice of the inlo- 
lent, abhors nothing more than to ſee 
lying in credit , to be complaiſant to 
thoie who feed themſelves with vanity, 
the praiſes, flatteries , and the gaod opi- 
nion of their imaginary excellency ; I 
wonder not that God {o ſtrictly forbids 
lying. 

| For there is nothing particularly 
bolſters up the wiſdom of worldlings , 
and the vanity of their ambitions , than 
fatrery, which is the daughter of lying , 
and the abortive of that ſervile vice, 
as Plutarch calls it, And although it be 
ordinary to all men in g2neral, according 
to that ſaying of the Royal Prophet, A 
men are liars; yet this hmders not , but 


"that it is a ſin againſt nature : for a man 


being framed of a ſpiritual and corporal 


part, it was neceſlary, that th2 Author of 


thit nature, ſhoulda vive unto her exterior 
ſpeech, to expreſs outwardly the veri- 
table conceptions of the mind; and it 
appears. that nothing makes ſuch a diffe- 
rence betw2en man and beaſts, than this 


racegift of Heayen, For Man hath his 
_ H under- 
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underſtanding alike the Angels, his being | 


with the Stones , his vigour with the 
Plants , his ſenſes with the Beaits , and 
nothing doth diſtinguith them but 
ipeech. 

But to proceed farther in this ſubjea, 
we mult obſerve, that to ſpeak diltinetly, 


fix things are neceſlary in the body ; the | 
Tongue, the Palate, the Throat, the | 


Tezth, the Lips, and the Lungs : And fix 
faculties of the Soul ; the Imagination to 
form its conceptions, the Underitandin? 
to place them 1n ordzr , the Will to give 


motion to them , tz Memory to retain | 


what_is taken, tiz Sight to behold 
him attentively to Whom the ſpeech is 
directed, and the Heating to judge of its 


\ pronunciation , and to receive the reply 
from others. And although all theie 


things be effectually , of formally diffe- 
rent among themſelves, yet they all con- 
cur together in the inltantaneous forming 
of a word : and the external word ought 
to be conformable to the inwa:d con- 
ception of the ſpirit, for to no other pur- 
poſe did the Creator frame it. So that 
they that lie, fin not onely againſt the 
Divine Ordinance, but alſo again{t Na- 

cure 
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ture her ſelf, and their own Conſcience , 
as \ve may ice in the etymology of the 
Latine word, Mentiri eft comra mentem 
ire, And although i it be a vice common 
to humane nature corrupted by fin , yet 
more eſpecially are women prone to it ; 
for being naturally bablers, and licbject 
to many evil ſpeeches, and ſuperfluous 
<1{courles , 1t 18 very rare if they flip not 
with thetr tongue , in etther pernicious , 
ofhcious, or mirthful lying. 

But that which makes them more 


blam2-worthy , are not their exterior lies. 
in the utterance, but the interior , under | 


the vail of fatr appearances : as pleafure 
oftentimes covers it ſelf with the robe 
of vertuz,ſo naughty women concealthetr 
diſpoſitions under the enamel of piety, 
for the molt part counterfeited, You 
may. ſee them 1n the Church ſometimes 
tio or three nours together upon their 
knees , faining an extaſie 1n meditation , 
turning up the whites of their eyes to the 
roof of the Temples, without changing 
their brow ; and to oive all the fipnes ofa 
relivious and devout ſoul, onzly to re- 
celve the praiſes and honor of the world, 


hatching in the mean time a whole ſqua- 
H 2 dron 
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dron of laſcivious defires, an army of 
wicked detignes, and a battalion of tolly, 
and vanity, and impertinenctes in afte- 
&ion : They are no ſooner out of the 
Church, but prelently to dinn-r , where .. 
they eat and drink toexceis, and after | 
dinnzr fall to dancing , galliarding and 
fooling, and ſometimes engage very 
far in the combats of Venus ; not con- 
fdering , that all theſe dances and laſci- 
vious deportments, add the fuel and 
matter to maintain the flames of ever. 
laſting fire: For God ſo much abhors 
them, that not being able to ſufte: them 
in his people , he threatned them by the 
Prophet Ezekzel in theſe terms, Pro eo 
quod plaufitt manu & percuſſiſtt pede & 
gaviſa es toto afjettu ſuper terram Iſrael 
1dctrco ego extendam manum mean ſuper | 
te & te tradam in direptionem Gentium 
&F mterficiam te de populis : As if he |/ 
ſFould have ſaid , Aflure thy ſelf, un-_ 
thankful Nation, that I will firetch, out 
my hand againſt thee , and not onely de- | 
Iver thee to the mercy of ttrange Na- |. 
ti6ns , but I will alſo reprove thee, and | 
make thee moſt miſerable, becauſe thou 


haſt ſet thy heart and thy affe&ions in | 


dances 


oy 
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dances, and balls, and the clapping of th: 
hands and feet. 

St. Auguſtine ſpeaking of this very 
| hate taith! It were better to till and 
| manure the earth ona Sunday , than to 
 allowof dancing. The Scripture ſpeak- 
ing of Sara th: wife of young Tobias, 
notes to us, That this young woman 
| finding her ſelf maliciouſly injured by 
one of th2 maid-ſervants of her father in 
law, confined her ſelf to prayer and tup- 


plication , faſting three days and three 


nights without eating or drinking, to beg 
of God the reparation of tne injury ſhe 
had r2ceived ; and amoneſt other points - 
of her juſtification ſhe pleaded , that ſhe 

had never been preſent at Dances, as the 
' moſt notable of all ; Lord, faith ſhe, 
' ſpeaking to Cod, 1 ever laſted after 
. any man inthe world , but have kept my 
+ ſelf ſpotleſs and free from any impure 
pleaſure; nor have made one un the dances, 
aud other levities of thoſe my ſex. Nuzs- 
94478 cum ludentibus ne miſcu neque cum 
145 que in levitate ambulant, A manifett 
proof , that this vertuous Dame did 
well know , that dances were ditpleafing 


to Almighty Gol; nor that that corporal 
H 3 exerciſe 


, Exerciſe is in it ſelf evil, but by reaſon of 
the laſcivious ations and bealily de- 
meanor of ranting leud women. 

I ſhall ſpeak no more of ſuch here, but 
return to the preciſer and hypocritical 
Curtefans, among waom naughtine!s 
and lying are more cunningly cherithed, 
which vice, foments their turpitudes and 
deformities, as thz, Toad among Sage , 
or the Serpent at the foot of A'exander , 
and the Aſp among the Roſes , whoſe ſu- 
perſtition, hypocriſte an? pleaſure, drive 
away vertue, and whoſe deceitful ap- 
pearances are the original of our misfor- 
tunes, concealins from us the cauſe of all | 
thole miſeries which befall us, like to.the 
Hyzna , who hides a moſt fell and cruel | 
heart under the ſweet muſick of humane 
voice; like to the Panther, which keeps 
a venemous and traitzrous diſpolitiun 
under thoſe acceptable varieties of 
colour in her ſweet ſmelling skin; like to 
the Lizard, which counterfeits it ſelf 
aead, the better to ſeize upon th2 inno- 
cent and miſerable paſſenver. £o that we 
proceed to call her 


[HIT N Nu- 


Naufragium Vitz. 
The Shipwrack of Life. | 


Olomon a molt renowned Prince ſor 

rich:s and wiſdom , faith in his 
Proverbs, that he who maintains a lewd 
woman deſtroys his ſubſtanee ; where you 
are to obſerve , that the word S»bſtance 
ſfioemifies not onely the goods of fortune , 
bur allo the health, and what ever ſuſtains 
life. So that this kind of women ruine 
not onely houſ-s and families, but,'as we 
ſee in the third Letter of the Alphabet , 
th2 health and the life of men , that ill 
not depart from them. 

This the Romans fignified, in ordering 
all things neceſſary to the funerals of the 
dead to be carried into the Temple of 
Vents ; for nothing ſooner brings a man 
H 4 to 
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ko his grave then venereal pleaſures. 
Wherefore Pythagoras being once: in- 
vited to the wedding of his triend , re- | 
plyed, That nothing was more 1egretful 
ro him than to afſilt at (uch Oblequies ; 

meaning, that to marcy a wife was to| 
commit himſelf to the Tomb. 

That of Metellns is alike ingenious , 
this grave perſon being asked by MMa- 
1:45, Wherefore he would not marry his 
daughter , being of a beautiful propor- 
tion, very eloquent, of a noble race, rich 
in dower, of great honor , and as much 
vertue ; anſwered him thus, I wovld be-| 
iieve your daughter to be abiolutely ac-| 
compliſh'd, but*I do rather prefer my] 
ſelf than her ; intimating, that a married 
man owes the greatef} part of his life to 
h!s wife , not to himſelf, and is to take| 
more care for her contentment, than for 
ns own affaits. As that antient Proverb, | 
The rain, the ſmoke, and an unreaſonable | 
woman wll often drive a man out of ht 
hoxſe. | 

Carendella was wont to ſay, That a 
woman Was a Peacock in the ſtreets, a 
Parrot in the windows, an Ape in the | 


bed, and a Devil inthe houſe, There goes 
) p 
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| 4 notable ſtory of this Gentleman ; the 


Duke of #rbin» defiring to reward thoſe 
ſervices which he had lo yally and pru- 
cently done him , bid Yin chuſe out a 
wite A his domumions, and he would give 
her him ; but he not accepting the offer 
oave this anſwer » May it pleaſe your 

Highneſs - the truthis , that 1f I ſhould 
find a woman as honelt as my breeches , 
I could not fairly refuſe her ; for may be 
ſora2 ſuch there are , but I have never 
ſeen any without faults. How now ? ſaid 
the Nuke. My Lord , quoth hz, I have 
reaſon to ſpeak in tins manner , for if ſhe 
be tall, fair, or of handſome ature , the 
will be lazy , toylth , Juxurtous, and 
proud', and imagine the "whole world 
ought to humor and ſerve her : If ſhe be 
little and black , the parts of her body 
being ſo cloſe joyned and ſhrunck toge- 
ther, one may eaſily judge her to be very 


expedite, varlable, lickr, perfidious, and 


proud : If the bz > ſomewhat aved, ſhe will 
be a true 7:ſphone : If the be of compe- 
tent age, and of red hair, or freckled, ſhe 
will b: very frail and 1 incontinent : Tf the 
be uely and deformed, it's a ſhame, ſaith 
he, but to 1 peak of her : If ſhe be beauti- 
ful , 
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ful , the hath that in groſs which others 
have inparcels, like another P andora , 
who adorned with thirty excellencies of | 
2 woman , was the means of the ruine | 
of the happineſs which man could enjoy 

upon the earth : Ifſuchan one , as | Jaid 
before, could be found, in whotn Were 
one ſparke of vertue , 1 mioht eſpouſe | 
her, but finding none ſuch, I have reaſon | 
to quit my ſelf "of them. 

Itis impoſſible to compute the trou- | 
bles and the ſorrows which men recetve, 
1n recompence of their loves , through | 
the perfidiouſneſs of women; for with- | 
out mentioning the troubles of the ſpicit, 
<2 many. jants, the re-iteratzd com- 
plaints, the thedding of tears, the fighing 
and ſobbing , and [; 4 hundred thouſand 
deaths without dying, in the gaining of a 
Miſtreis; even then when one would 
think , that this death of amorous lan- 
outhment was to be changed into a bfe 
of celeſtial pleaſures, then do mn marry 
a wife like Mepera hr ſelf, who is ne- 
ver pleaſed butin crying, yauling , tem- 
p2ſtuouſly complaining and diſturbing 
the whole houſe , which beget in the 


mind of her husband a thouſand diſplea- 
ures, 
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'$/| ſures, a thouſand regrets , and as many 
|| repentances as incommodities; in ſhorr, 
f | whole hundreds of an inſupportable mo- 
ej leſtation. As to the conyugal pleaſure , 
/ |: and the (port of Vexxz, the effects there- 
1| : of are ſo dir2ful and hurtful ,-that I won- 
der men will be iuch ſlaves to it; for it 
|* doth not onely invalidate and infeeble 
* thz vigour of the ſpifit,, but. render the 
' mind baſe and cowardly , dull the viva- 
'» city of th underſtanding , brutalize the 
| judgment, walte the memory , occaſion 
repentance, as ſaith Ariſtotle, and as De- 
moſthexes alſo in'this cale anſwered. 

For bein? tempted by luft to court 
that Corinthian Strumpet Lars , who ſet 
the value ofa 1coo Attick Drachms as 
price of her honor and favour ; he hear- 
ing her ſpeak at this rate, and confidering 
the inchantment of the pleaſure, anſwer- 
ed gently thus, by way of retreat, 
Madam , I thank you, 1 will not buy re - 
pentance at ſodexr arate; Ego, tnquit , 
tantt penitere won emam, This Philo- 
ſopher ſpoke reaſon , for I cannot think, 
that any man inveieled with the plea- 
ſures of Yenxs, and her deceitful ſports, 
if he conſider hoyy dear they are ſold _ 

an 
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and yhat repentance will attend them, 

would not agree with Demoſthenes in this ' 
his farewell to the fatal goddeſſes. | 

Valerins ce Maximus confirms that 

which we are about to ſpeak , by this no-| 
table ſentence , Quid luxuria fadus 
quidve ea damuoſine , equa virtns atter:- 
tar, ratio langueſcit, ſoputa gloria 1n 1n- 
famians commutatzr , & anmi vires & 
corpor is expmgnant#r; as if he ſhould ſay, 
Nothing is more filthy and baſe than im- | 
pure pleaſure , more deſtructive to 
health , more contrary to the vigour and 
ſtrength of both body and mind , more 
altering reaſon , or that can ſoonec meta- 
morphoſe glory and honor into infamy. | 
And if the conjugal actions are exempt- 
ed from thoſe latt effects, in part , they 
often produce and occaſion others , as 
troubleſome and inſupportable : for a 
woman being ſo inſatiable as' the wiſe 
wiſe man de(crib2th her, and hzr husband 
not able to quench her raging luſt, the 
will foo2 make him bear the: Arms of 
the Perſrans, make him heir to the Ot- 
tomay Creicents; and inaſmuch as ſhe 
1s a neceſſary evil , the poor unfortunate 


man 1s conſtrained to eat many grains of 
Patience 
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Patience inſtead of Succory, and to re- 
* freſh himſelf in the water of diffimulati- 
' 6n; and that which 1s more , he muſt 
love her that hath offended him. calling 
| her tus Darling, his pretty one, and other 
Epithets of flatteries , to conform him- 
ſelf to her humors and conditions , or 
elſe languiſh and be plunged in an Ocean 
of ſorrow and grief, \ 

I meddle not with other mffchiefs 
which attend marriage , but refer you 
thoſe elegant Verſes , made by one who 
eſcaped the fetrers and bands of a certain 
Dame; who went about to drown him 1n 
the devouring gulp hs arid ſhipwracks of 
all vice. 


While thus I liv'd bemutched by your 
charms , 
While beauty held me priſoner in your 
arms , 
While my heart groaned under Venus 
' Laws : 
Vain contentation, and laſciv.ous toys, 
Complaints, and fighs, aud tears alone dd 
prove 
Fuel and matter to the fire of love. 
And 
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And thus tormented mith a hell of ſpight, 


Thus was my glory to be vanquiſh'd quite. 
But ſince kind heaven did me notice grve, 


Urnvail d ſins horror wherein I did live , 


And freed me from this thankleſs woman, 
by 

A [entence paſſed on their treachery. 

O wiſe repentance ! I have found above 


Full Joy, and glory, and moſt perfett love. 


"The Cynick Drogenes, among other 
. lis moral ſayings , had this often in h's 
mouth . Nothing fo difpleaſeth me than 
to. meet a woman, elpecially in the 
morning when I am b«ginning my work ; 
for being*a fink and channel of all im- 
perfections , the can preſave nothing to 
my 210d and contentment. 

Socrates hath another more excellent, 
for bziny one day in the plane Licanm , 


Where they were treating of the imper- 


fections-of women, iome ſayin? that 
they were the cauſes of all the mileries in 
the world; others, that it was certain 
that men without them would never bz 
aiſquieted or moleſted. Socrates under- 
took to'defend their cauſe, and declared 


freely, that they ought not thus to vilifie 
women, 
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women , for that there is ſomething in 
pf 0 wherein they excel men. Theſe 
| [{words ( he promifing to maintain them 
by reaſon ) cauſed the Diſputants to give 
attention, and to deſire an account there- 
? of : which he willingly conſented to, and 
| replyed, My maſters, That which prefers 
| women before men, is, among other 
| things, their vivacity 'of ſpirit, and the 
| ſubtlety of their underſtanding ; I ſpeak 
| knowingly, for my wife Xx "antippe ceaſeth 
| not day nor night raiſing and econ- 
| triving againtt me ſuch cauſes of diſ- 
F pleaſure, * unconceivable to others, with 
| 10 much activity andartifice, that all the 
' men 1n the world together cannot in- 
vent the like , and leis apparent : her 
alone brawlines, and froward looks, are 
able to unſettle my conftancy , and to 
' overthrow my patience. This famous 
perſon invented this device to deride the 
| error of his companions, who ſfent their 
+ time in diſputing of thz defects of wo- 
'- men, which affront the Sun with their 
light and clearneſs. 

I ſhall need no more Philoſoptical 
ſentences , which expreſly forbid ac- 


quaintance With evil women ; nor allo 
thoſe 


, 
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thoſe Hiſtories , which ſhow the mic. 
fortunes and ruines of ſeveral , by the| 
means of that ſex; there being not ſo ma-| 
ny perils, dangers, and ſhipwracks in|! 
the Ocean , than there are Charybdes, |. 
Gulfs , Rocks, and Falls in the com-|* 
pany of women. The holy Ghoſt ſpeak- | 
1:9 of ſuch, ſaith, that ſhe zs a deep dvrch, | 1 
and a narrow well; words very remark-|* 
able, for they import the difference that |! 
is betwixt whoredom and other vices, in | 
that though theyare thoſe ditches wherein Þ 
ſo ſtranvely men. fall by hundreds and} 
thouſands , yet they may happily r:cover | : 
themſelves ; but thoſe that are taken in |: 
the pit of fornication , and the fin of 

lechery with lewd women, do very hard- 

ly get out again: This beaſtlineſs is a 

well {o ſtrait, that they who throw them- 

. ſelves therein difficultly find the way out | 
again , unleſs helped by the cord of ſpe- 
cial and and particular grace. I 

There needs no Hiltory to confirm , Þ 
but tears to deplore the truth hereof. 
And, to conclude this Letter , a Philo- 
ſopher meditating on the nature of wo- 
men, ſaith , That they are the confuſion 


of man , the enſlaving of mankind , the 
{hipwrack 
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f./] thifwrack of the incontinent , the de- 
7e|] ſtruction of the imprudent, the adverſary 
-|} of the innocent : to Which | add out of 
1 St. Chryfoftom upon the 4th. of St. John, 
That amongſt al! the ſalvage beaſts, there 
1s not a more malicious and cruel than 
|; Woman; and therefore the ſhall further 
| [ Carry this Epithet on her forehead , 

| 
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Od1 Opitex. 
Contrivers of Matice. 


Aors all the unculy paſſions of the 
ſoul , none more feelingly tor- 
ments, afflicts, pierceth , and penetrates 
the heart of him , who will be a ſlave 
th2zreunto, than hatred and revenge ; for. 
theſe two agree not onely as mother and 
daughter , to vex , tyrannize , and mar- 
tyrize the hated, but ſecretly to rack and, 
I tear 
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rear the hater and .revengeful himſelf; 
and which is obſervable, iuch endure a 
thouſand times more pain and torment 
than thz other , being th2 Patient rather | 
than the Agent, and do often undergo the | 
evil which he intends another. The re- | 
vengeful ſleeps neither day nor night , 
but tuffers the quick pricks of a thouſand | 
inquietudes , in the ſearchin? of means, 
occaſions, and opportunities to bfing 
about his deſigns ; and it often happens | 
that he fails therein , and thinking to put 
out the eyes of them he hates , by miſ- 
adventure wounds himſelf unwarily , 
and ſo coming under thz reach of juſtice, 
and fearing puniſhment , he chuſeth ba- 
niſhment , making flight the SanQuuary 
of his life and better fortune. 

But to return to theſe tio paſſions , 
I ſay, That they are not onely injuttices, 
in that thzy affli& more the offender then 
offended, arid more the revengeful, than 
he that occaſioned that hatred; {for while 
on2 go2s about contriving ways and :| 
means to draw reaſon for the injury re- 
ceived , the other laughs , is merry and 
jocund ) but that thz manner of exer- 
cifing the ſajd paſſion is very ns 

| an 
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and unjuſt , as by poiſons , witchcraft , 
trealons, and other pernicious and dead- 
ly artifices , againſt the life and honor 
both of his neighbour and himſelf, 

Theſe twd patlions are ſo (marting and 
(tinging, that we may compare them to 
a worm, which uncefſantly 2naws the 
inwards and heart of an infant, who lan- 
ewtheth and dies with the pain thereof : 
As the lea(t entertainment of theſe two 
Tyger-like imperfections 1s a baſe, 
cowardly, feeble,and wicked mind,fallen 
bzlow all magnamimity. 

As hail - thunder and lightning , tem- 
petty trouble not nor moleſt the heaven- 

odtes , that beautiful diverſly-co'oured 
cieling and vault of heaven, enamell'd 
with the Sun, Moon, and Stars , which 
are the ornament of this great Univerſe ; 
but onely thake and trouble the things 
blow, and the corruptible parts of the 
ſea and earth ; ſo the inſolencies, the im- 
pertinencies , the diſdain of the ignorant 
and the unwiſe, of buffons, of dolts, and 
the like, do never trouble the conſtancy, 
the prudence and diſcretion of generous 
minds, high and ſublimed in valour and 
cCOurage. 


© 8. I 


(116) 


I can produce examples of the greateſt 
Saints which have appeared in th- worla, 
and who now rejoyce in the reward of 
their heroical faith, and noble ations 
Which they did on the earth ; but at pre- 
ſent 1t (hall ſuthce to fay , that even 
among the Heathen , many have raiſed 
themlelves to glory by not harbourins 
revenge. but pardoning th2ir enemies, a 
oreater victory than 1f they were con- 
gquerors of all the Kingdoms and Na- 
tions of the world, and had taken by 
force all the Cittadels and Fortreſlſes 
thereof, | 

The holy Ghoſt learns us this in the 
16th. Chapter of the Proverbs , Fortror 
eff qu dominatur anime ſue, expugnatore 
wrbum; he (aith, He 1s more valiant who 
conquers his anger , and bridles his path- 
ons, and reptefles his hate , than he that 
{torms and ſubdues Cities. I 
Latins re gnes avidum domiando 
Spiritum, quam fi Lybiam remotis 
G adibus jungas  uterque Penus 

Serviat um. 


The Prince of Philoſophes irradiated 
INN onely 
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onely with the lioht of nature, ſaw this 


| very clearly , afhirming , That the cou- 


SI i "0 


rage, Valour , and worth of a generous 
mind conhilts in maſtering and COm- 
manding our anger, hatred, and revenge. 
Moderari iram eſt vera peneroſitas, which 
1s verified by the teftirnony both of an- 
tient and modern Examples. 

In Platarch you thall find Alexander, 
the Ceſars, Sciprw's, and Epaminidas , 
who made it their glory to pardon and 
forgive. TJwulixs Ceſar that great Mo- 


| narch,, having vanquiſhed Pompey in the 


* that {ato, one of his 


Pharſalian fields, and underſtanding 
artakers, had 


killed himſelf through fear of falling into 


| his hands , ſaid thus to his Captains , 


Iroidit Cato glorie mee quam ills par- 
cendo, mii paraviſſem ; Cato hath done 
me more <&(pleaſure by killing himſelf , 
than by fiding againſt me, for I ſhould 
have had more honor in ſaving than in 
deſtroying him, 

Alexander thz great duely weighing 
Pardon and Vengeance , confeſſed , that 
there was more need*> of ſtrength and 
oratneſs of mind to be clement and 


indulgent, than to be revengeful. 
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Demoſthenes that brave Orator , to 
ſhew his courage , replyed to one that 
braved and dehed him to fight 3 My 
friend , faith he, I will uſe th: rigor of 
that combat againſt you, where the van- 
quiſhed 18 a better man than the van- 


quither; int:mating, thit1t is more glory, 


honer, and valour , to conquer one's ſelf, 


his enzmies.. 


and his paſſions, than, to trample upon. 


Neither were the Pagans on2ly of this 


opinion , for ſez a reaſon as cogent 
for ( hriſtians to be like-minded , which 
no body dares contradict , or will doubt 


- of, that the Lay of Grace doth condut 


us in the true path of jultice, and directs 
us In the right way of vertye. Nov th: 
Pnlofphers have Wo that Mag- 
numity is a vertue, and Cowardue 
vice ; ſo that faraiveneſs coming undr 
th2 chief Commandement in the Gol- 
pel, 1sa minifelt proof of th2 greatne's 
of mind, and contrarily that hate and 
revenge are the 1ſſues of a cowardly, 

baſe, and abject mind. + 
And we experimentally ſee , that the 
moſt infirm, fe2ble, and weak creatures, 
co more eahily ſuffer themſelves to b- 
tran{ported 
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+ tranſported by theſe unruly ino:dinate 
| paſſions, as infants, ſick peopl: , and 
| women, as We have ſeen in deciphering 
'} of anger, And, to come to my ſubject, 
. {7 the hate of a woman riſeth to ſuch a de- 
7 gree, that it equals that of the devil : 


the leaſt offence , ſtumbling but at a 


3 ſtone, will cool her affections , will kin- 
7 dle her anger, awaken her contempts , 
4 enflame her batred, encreaſe her rage , 


and bring up all th2 corroſfions of a cruel 


! revenge. 


But , what is moſt lamentable , if the 
original of her hate be from ſome diſtaſte 
of love , 1t will be ſo raging, hot, and 
violent , that the Sea cannot quench it ; 
this paſhon will ſo blind her, and make 
her ſo froward, that no man can lenifie 
or appeaſe her , no, not the moſt accom- 
plith'd perſon living , having once of- 
fendd her , although he had the gravity 
of Cato, thz perſivaſion of Demoſthenes , 
the elegancy and ſiveetneſs of Cicero , 
the g2ntlene(s of Craſſus, the fervency 


of Pericles, the emphatical periods of 


Iſocrates, the fidelity of Cleander , the 
conſtancy of Anacharſis, the beauty of 


Narciſſus, the beautiful face of Pallanta, 
I 4 the 


LA FF | | 
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the pace and gate , the oallant behaviour | 
of Roland, " the valour of Achilles , 
the prudence of Hlyfſes, and the 3th 
ture Of e/Eneas - although he was verſed}! 
in the affairs of tate as pertectly as|' 
Nama at Rome, Charimondas at Car-|' 
thage , Lycur gu In Sparta, Solon in} 
Athens, Epamimondas in T heles » Mines| 
in Crete , Rhodomanthus in S mria , Za- 
molris in Seythia , Oromaſis in Perſia , 
Zoroaſter in Babylon , and Ofyris wn 
eA-gzpt : In ſum, were he learned, va-| 
Itant , courapious , and excellent in all 
THNOS, 

Peter Ravenna ſpeaking of the ſelf- 
I5 10009 8 of Women 1m his SermonÞ 
f the Reſurrection, ſaith, That as there 
. 13 nothing ſo bold and couragiotis as af 
, Woman 1n the purſuit of her love , ſosÞþ 
there nothin? more obſtinate and in- 
flexible in the remitfion of in juries , not 
more ready to manifelt ner hate by un- 
avoidable revenges , for if other humane | 
artifices fail her , {he will rather pro- 
{trate her love, her chaflity , and all her 
honor , than to reſt vanquiſhed under 
the heavy loa of her anver ahd indis- 
nation. Of this there needs no other 
proot 
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f |; Proof than that lewd Pers daughter of 
| Nelexs, who extremely hating df Her- 
cus , proffer'd her body to Bias and 
| Melanpodins provided they would rob 
7 and (teal from him his flocks, 
. [ have read of another, who to re- 
| venge a box of thz ear given her in 
{dancing , ave her (elfup a prev to a pi- 
| tiful etch to take is pleaiure of her 
| | as I9"g as he would, for having returned 
4 the like, and eſpouied her quarre]; which 
| { joe no other occaſion or cauie [oever 
| could have procured him. But ſetting 
| aſide Hiltories, I remember to have ieen | 
an Epigram, which making. an alluſion of 
: women to {ſundry creatures , hath thele 
words: As the Ox is born to labor, the 
4 Vulture to p-ey , the Hare to the Chace, 
; th2 Aſs to the burden, the Horſe to thz 
war, the Ape to make ſport , the fat Hen 
| for the Kitchen, and Man to vertue : {0 
* the Woman ſzems to b2 born to work 
" miſchief, and to torment men. - 
 Tamfilent. in what might be ſaid fur- 
ther; take this for all , The hatred of thz 
Devil is not ſo much to be feared as that 
of a wicked woman : when the devil doth 
nuſchief , he doth it by himſelf —_ . 
ut 
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but woman 1$ aided with that evil ſpirit, 


and (econded by him , to the wreaking of 
her bloody revenge , while the, wretched 
creature , conſiders not, that the wrath 


of God brandithes over her head, and} 


that for ever the muſt abide in his dif- 
favour without any means of recovery , 


according to that of the Apoſtle , who to 


this purpoſe uttered . that fearful ſen- 
tence to thoſe that fin wiltully , T here 
remains no ſacrifice for thetr ſins. 
of thoſe that ſin actually, the Uſurers , 
Forntcators, and the Revengeful, are the 
three chiefly that oppoſe th 2oodnels of 
God, and reſiſt his grace, nor hath he for 
them pardon or mercy , but they muſt 
expect from him, if they amend not, a 
very ſevere chaſtuiement. 

Butit is true, that of theſe three ſorts, 
th2 lalt extremely diſpleaſeth the Divine 
Majeſty, for that revenge and hatred of 
our neighbour doth ninder , that they be 
not children beloved ; for this 1s that 
oreat quality and title which fororvins 
and debonair perſons wear on them , 
T hatxge may be like your F ather which 
#5 in heaven, Thvs is the teſtimony for 
the firſt , and behold another for the ſe- 

cond, 


Now 
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ond , Bleſſed are the prace-makers , for 
hey ſhall be called the children of God, 

' There 1s tnerefore th's difterence in 
theſe terms, The debomnair or peace- | 
makers carry onely the title and name of 
the children of God , but the oreat for - 
9vers are io in effect : From whence it 
tollows , that vindicative people are of 
the devils faruly , and children of his 
cruelty ; for if God be Charity it ſelf, 
Satan beins infinitely contrary unto 
000JIneſs, mutt be hatred and deadly 
animoſity : And as the Devil thall never 
find grace nor pardon , which confirms 
hin in his malice and hatred of CoJ :; 
Superbia earwm qui te olerunt aſcendit 
ſemper: $0 the vindicative, true parta- 
kers of his milery ſhall never have the 
favour or pardon of God , while they 
continue inveterate 1n their cuiſed and 
deprayed ang2r agamſt thoſe , who have 
really or pretendedly offended them. 

See then, I pray, in what conattion are 
thoſe women which never will forgive , 
or ſo ſeldome, that there 15 no certain 
proof thereof; as is eſpecially obſervable 
In thoſe who have power to execute their 
revenge for diſpleaſures received ; whici 
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wiſe men will underſtand hoiv to avoid. þ r 
It we thould (ſearch Hiſtories, we thouldÞ : 
bleſs our ſelves from taeir attempts in 
this manner ; for as nothing is impoſlible Þ 
tO 4 woman that loves, {o nothing 1S aifh+ Þ 
cult to her that hates in an intenſe de- 
oree ; and therefore in ſome manner we 
may call her 


3 « 


Peccatt Audqrix. 


| Increaſer of Sin. 


O St. Auſtin calls the firſt Woman, 
in h's {:cond Sermon upon the 


Saift't. | 
aulhf. 7 a-ds Prayer, and upon a jult occaſion ; 


for if we obſerve we thall find , that the 
' woman 15 not onely the ſource and ſpring 


Eccluſ.25. of fin and of death: 4 multere initiun 


b, 
fattum eſt peccati, per ullam omnes 


morimsr ; but allo the forver of all th? 
milery, 
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miſery, and the encreaſer of all the faults 
ld and errors of men. 


Itis a 200d remarcue of St, Chryſs- 


ſtom's , 1n his explication of the ſecond 
' of Geneſis, It #4 not good for man to be 


alone, let us maks him a help meet ; For , 
ſaith he , God having made the woman 
to be the faithful companion of man , 
and to affiſt him in the production of his 


: like, ſhe became the quite contrary, the 


enemy of his happineſs aud his 200d for- 
tune ; Cans fabt a eſt adjutrix ei fatta eft 
1nfidiatrix. And ineffe, we tee in the 
place of thoſe words , a help likg unte 
him, adjutorinm ſimule ſibi; according 
to the common verhion (th2 Hebrew Text 
hath a ſtrange kind of Fi2ure ) which ts as 
much as to Iay, againſt him 3 adjutorium 
contra ipſum ; that whereas a woman 
ought to procure the good of her hus- 
band , ſhe procures him hurt, loſs, and 
damnation, as we ſee 1n the Kiſtory of 
the Creation : For the devil ſeeing no- 
thin? in the world more cunning, more 
attrative, and more fit and proper to 
charm the eyes and heart of man , than 
woman , he gained her firſt , the more 
ealtly by her to entrap him , whom in his 
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own perſon he dur{t not attaque , Whichh | 
he with ſuch fineneſs accompliſhed. . 1 
the firſt Citizen of the world rendredFi t 
himſelf to her diſcretion , as not daring} 
to dilpleaſe her , from whence came the 
heap of all our miſeries ? 

For this reaſon the learn2d Orzgen 
hath painted her out in this manner;þ 
Woman is the head of fin, the weaponsÞ 
of the devil, the baniſhment out of Pa-F 
radiſe, the corruption of the firlt and an-PÞ 
tient Law which God gave to men. Joſt. 
winch purpo!c Toſephus faith 1n his F 
Jewith Antiquities, 1 hat the unfortunate Þ 
Smſon ſeeing himielf at the mercy of 
his enemies th: Philiſtines , by th; trea- 
chzry of his Concubine, taid in a kind of 
altomihment , I know now to my dan- 
ver, that nothing in the world 1s more 
deceitful and cunning than a Woman, 
Exripedes alſo ſaith, That women are the 
moſt exa& workers and artizans of all 
wickedneflſes inventable ; which we ſee 
alſo in the Hiſtory of the Prophet Elyah, 
who not dreading the cruelty and tyranny 
of Ahab in the nudt of his Kinvdom , 
bravely aſſerted his cauſe , by bringing to 
death four hundred of his falle Proj: 
- but 
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>< but ſeeing himſelf putſued by his Queen 
If Tezabel , and knowing that thoſe at- 
< rempts on his liſe were the effects of the 
vo ſplen2 and malice of that woman ; he 
ef! preſently abandoned the Cities , with- 
| drew himſelf into thz deſarts, and hid 
{ himſelf under Rocks , and was ſo ap- 
Þ} prehenſive of his danger , that he defied 
1 nothing more then death, and prayed 
! God 1mportunately to take him out of 
| the world ; Obſecro, Domine, tulle ani- 


nothing is more terrible or more malici- 
ous than a woman. Us IT, 
St. John in Ins grh. of the Revelations 
ſpeaks of his having ſeen Locuiis, whoſe 
7 bodies were like to Horſes of war , theic 
tails like to thoſe of Scorpions , their 
tzeth like to the Lions , their mains like 
{ Womens hair, and that power was given 
{ them to hurt men. Behold a ſtrange 
\ viſion, but this the moſt remarkable, the 
holy Gholt to exagerate the malice of 
theſe beaſts , chuſing out that which h1g- 
nified the greateſt cruelty , as the fury of 
War-horſes , the | cop of venemor's 
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Scorpions , the teeth and defences of en- 
raced Lions , as the accumulation and 
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ſum of all inhumanity , adds to it the 
hairs of a Woman, importing, that no- 
thing 1s more dangerous or more ma-P 
licious. 
St. Gregory Naz1anzen ſaith, that the! 
aath the venome of an Aſp . and the ma- 
lice of a Dragon; Malefica ves eft. 
aſpides , mala res eſt Dracones , duplex} 
malitia mmlierts inter feras, And theþ' 
wiie-man faith in the 25th. of Eccleſs. 
aſtices , That all the malice in the world 
1s ſhort in compa 110n to that of the Wo- 
man. - Brevs maſt ſuper malttan | 
Ju RE But that Which 15s worlt, the 
hath a relentleſs and merciles heart; of | 
this there needs no other proof, than that 
in th2 firſt Chapter of the fps 
Hoſea , where 1t fad] that God, 
ove his people to underitand the rl 
rity of his juſtice in the puniſhments of 
their faults, commanded th: Prophet to 
marry himſelf preſently, and to name his 
firſt daughter CMercileſs, as a certain 
Auoury , that he would ſhow no more 
kindneſs to the houſe of Iſrael ; Vocabs 
nomen ejus ſine miſericordia , quia non 
addultria miſereri domnus Iſrael. By 


Watch we ſee God judged equitably, 
When 
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; when for an embleme of cruelty, and an 


[: 
| 
F 
| 


| hieroglyphick of malice, hz uſed no other 
| but woman. But yet ſee a more (tranve 


| paſſage , the Prophet Zachary relating 
his viſions, ſaith, That he ſaw amons 
other things pl mondiicus Woman 11 tting 


; inthe middle of a funnel , With a weiohr 


of lead in her hand; and as he was trou- 
| bled to know what this prodigy meant , 
| an Angel lerving him for an interpreter , 


i preſently informed him \ That it was the 


| image of impiety , -=& dixit, Hec eſt 


IMPpIeras ; wherein we ſee that Heaven, 


. to paint out malice and wickedneis , 


would not repreſent them under any 
other ſymbol or reſemblance, than in the 


| prope of a woman ; the funnel ſerving 


r for a ſeat, fonifies, thit woman can- 
not keep ſecrets , no more then that, 


' Which hath two vents; and therefore I 


ſuppoſe for this reaſon the Prophet ſaw 
1n th2 mouth a lump of lead , to ſhut up 
her lips, and ſtop her babling. 

To conclude theſe Emblemes of holy 
Writ, St. John in the 7th. of his Reve- 
lations aw a woman mounted on a beaſt, 
armed with ſeven heads and ten horns, 


| having names and. titles full of blaſphe- 


K mies, 
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mies . being, .not onely all over molt 


gorgeouſly attired, being clothed with 
Purple, and ſet with Jewels, but more- 


over infinitely cruel , and drunk. with | 


the blood. of the Martyrs of Jeius 


Chriſt : We have in part interpreted this| 


Vicon in the tpiſtl- Dedicatory , but 


I mutt again (peak of it here , being the 


true pPolirtraict of the malice of a wo- 
man; for in figuring hzr mounted upon 
a beal(t with ſeven heads , 1t ſeemy'to in- 
timate, that ſhe will ipeak mere than 
ſeven, there bein» as many toneues as 
heads ; th: Horns fenitie her thoutand 


tricks and artifices; her names and titles | 


full of blaſy-hemy, her propenſity to evil; 
her Purple and jewels, her arrogance and 


Fride, and the innocent” blood wherewith | 


the 1s crunk, 15 the embleme of the ciu- 
elty ana malice of her mind, which hath 
made her rejected of C02, and deprived 
her of Iis graces, 

St. { yril in his | Third and Fourth 
Book of the Spirit and the Letter , diſ- 
<ourling of God's allotment of the Land 
of Promiſe to the children of Iſrael , 
would not haye the wom-n' put into the 
Liſt ; andaljo upon the account. of that 


paſſage , 


hy 


= 
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Paſſage, where Pharaoh commanded the 


Midwives of Egypt to preſerve the 
daughters , and deit:oy the male-iflue , 


' aflumes , that God and the devil ſhewed 
: themlelves contrarily in this; for the de- 
' vil would have the males put to death, 


which were the better ſort, reſerving the 


' temales ; and God rejected the females, 
; not willing that they thould be enrolled 
; amongſt the men toſhare the prom;ied 

: Land, as being imperfect and unworthy 

of that honor : See his own words , 

| ——re/tcitar quod, eft reprobare molle 
' imperfeltuns, & ſolts maribus dividitur 

: terra prom'ſ[a. And Origez 1n his ſecond 
: Homily upon Exod, deriding Pharaoh 
' faith, He was 1ll adviſed to put the better 

' ſort to death, (thatis, the males ) and 

- preſerve the worſt, the females , who 


were ſooner able to deſtroy his Kingdom 


' thar the men. 


Pythagoras being asked, Why he gave 
bis daughter in marriage to one of his 
createſt enemies , preſently anſwered , 


Nihil ill; poteram dare deteriusm= 1 could 
not give him a. worſe thing, or better 


' revenge my {elf of him , woman being 


the moſt wicked thing 1n the world. 
| K 2 The 
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The Scripture declares this in the 2 5th. 
of Erclefraſticus , —omns plaga triſtitia 
cordrs eſt & omnts malitia nequitia uh 
[zerts ; as much as to ſay , That as the 
ſickneſs of the heart , whichis the prin-|' 
cipal of life , ſurpaſſeth the grief of all} 
other corporal hurts , ſo the malice of a}: 
woman , which 1s the principal of all}: 
evil, 1s bdzyond all the wickedneſles of| 
the world, I defire th2 vertuous to ex-|. 
cuſe me , and do humbly beg their par-|\ 
don ; I apply this onely to the bad, whom|* 


again I call 


— 


- Quaetis Quaſlatio. : 


Enemy of Quiet. 


H* that would ſet before you all | 
th2 characters and deſcriptions | 
which the Antients have made of wo- þ 
men , both time and ave would fail him F 
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ſooner then matter ; and ſo although we 
; have ſaid many things | in the precedeins 
| Letter, yet 1S1t nothin i in regard of that 

' which may be ſaid. 

{ Forit <ich that heaven hath ſo much 
{the more inſpired grace, and ſerious Au- 
[thors to write againſt them , by how 
[much their wickedneis hath encreaied 
| by aiding that ſpirit of darkneſs in the 

: | ruine of thoſe ſouls deftin'd to ſalvation 

[42nd etzrngl glory. St. Chryſoſtom writ- 
[1ng upon the 19th. chapter of St. M{at- 
| thew , ſaith among other things , ( to 
' abridoe that which be ſaid in this Ho- 
| mily) Mulier eſe janua diabolt , VIa 
 Imquitatis , Scarpionts percuſſio , noct- 
 Vamque genus eft famina : Woman 1s 

| the gate of hell, the way of iniquity , the 

* biting of a Scorpion and a hurtfull kind 
| ofcreaturein all things. 

 Valerius writing to | Ruffinus, KneW-not 

| better to deſcribe a woman , than by the 

Chimera who had the face of a Lion , 

; the belly of a Goat, and the tail of a 

| Viper ; For ſhe hath , ſaith he , ths fury 

 andrage of a Lion, the lechery of a Goat, 

- and the poiſon of a Vipe-. The Philo- 


f | fopher S1monides,as nn; ___ 
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being asked what woman was , gave het 
this definition, mulier eft hominzs an] 
faſio, inſtabilis beſtia, commua ſollici-| 
tudo, indeſinens pugna, quotidiauum dam-| 
num , ſolitudiais impedimentum , vital | 
continents naufragium, adulteru vasgpers| | 
mcuſum. pretium, * anmal peſſimum , 
pondus graviſſumum, aſpis inſanabilts, & 
bumanum ma; cipium. Woman 1s the 
- confuſion of man , aninconſtant beat ,| 
a continual care, a combat - without 
truce, a daily trouble, an impediment of 
privacy , the ſhipwrack of a chaſt life, 
a fraight of adultery, &c. And for thel: 
reaſons the Antients uſed this Proverb, 
Women 1s the veſſel of the devil, a 
ttinking Roſe, a ſweet poiſon ; for ſhe 1s 
a veſſel full of gall , which men imagine 
to be delightful and pleaſant. St. Ber-F 
nard 1n is 52d, Sermon, dares to callſ 
them the Inſtrument of the devil. Read| 
the Third Homily of Carthagena, ahe| 
Fourth Tome , and other the like de- 
(criptions ; and what St, Jeroms holds, 
[ that a good woman is rarer than a Phe-P 
s mx z. concluding, that their number is 6| 
j great, that no body there is, who 1s igno- 
l rant of their malice, 
B The 
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The Sreur de Fieuwille Philoſophyins 
of the nature of bad women , compares 
them firit to the Chameleon, which feed- 


|. ingit ſelf with wind, loves no man longer 
| than the preſent ; to the Salamander , 


who unagrecable to temperature , de- 
fienes no happier end than to expire in 
the flames ; to the Locs/t, whoſe pleaſure 
It is to skip about and through the fading 
flowers ef the worlds inveaglement ; to 
the Syren , which through its flattering 
charms feeds thoſe devouring gulphs of 
Sicily ;; to a continual Fire, which never 
o0es out ; to the ravenous putrid Har- 
pes, Which ſeemed born in the world on 
purpoſe to torment man , to ſhorten his 
life, to nullifie his contentments, debaſe 
his grandeur , vilifie his perfe&ions, to 
abate his valour , enfeeble his courace , 
unfortunate his defignes , redouble his 
pains, captivate his liberty , impede his 
enterpriſes , fink his fortune , vex his 
quiet, and load upon his ſpirit a thouſand 
moleltations , which ſhall day and night 
without intermiſſion turmoil him. A 
hell of noiſe , houlings, ſhreeks, a"d of 
ſo many torments, that men are forced 
to give Way by flying from them ; a ma-- 

K 4 nite(t 
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nifeſt proof of their wickeaneis , light- Þ tc 
nels, and inconſtancy. 0 

And if we have recourſe to Scripture, 
we thall find, that taciturmity and filence || t 
is the diſtinction between the good and || f 
evil women, and that 1t 1s the ſpecial g oift | 
and grace of God , Donun De: mulicr || « 
ſenſara F tacita , ahd Joyns to that the 
9th. of the Proverbs , Mulier ſtulta &.| | 
gry woman 1s foolih and full of |} 
noiſe ; and moreover, that the 1s both 19. 
norant and ſull of craft. 
It is very true, that eftzmina e per- 
ſons, wooers, bufftons, and the 94llants , 
atte& not filence in women , althouvhic 
be a perfectio!1 Worthy of a thouland 
praiſes, but do defirovſly hear the prattle, 
the talk, and the iliads of ſurerfluous 
diſcourſe , being tance able to judge , 
whether they be Ladies of 111 Fo 
But wiſe and ve:tunus men , diſcern- 
Ing the gift of God in beſtowing of a 
wife , and that ſilence is the molt cer- 
tain mark of vertue , cannot Prize too : 
much ſuch a happy match, nor be too 
thankful to God. For mypart, as no- 
| 2 15 more amiab'e in the world then 
[1 eace and Qmet, io nothing is more de- 
regable 
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teſtable than the fray and noiſe of wo- 
m.ens tongues, 

This made Cicero fo handiomely re- 
tort it to thoſe Who upbraided him with 
forſaking his wife, I cannot, faith he, 
ſerve my Wife and Philoſophy, for either 
of them take up the whole man; and it 
1s as Much trouble to attain to the per- 
fection of the latter, as to iudy the con- 
tzntment of the former. | 

But that which renders a Philoſopher 
incompatible with a woman, is, becauſe 
nothing is more proper to the advance 
of his (tudy then filence and quiet, which 
a woman cannot polhibly indulge him , 
for ſhe 1s always 1n action, crying, waul- 
ing, Or roaring , either again her do- 
meſiicks, or her nzighbours, or ftrangers, 
who come to viſit the maſter of the: 
houſhold ; finding a thouſand inventions 
to force words from thoſe who refuſe to 
{peak conformable to their will. - The 
proof of this lies in the Bake-houſe, the 
market , the beating of the Buck , where | 
they meet in great numbers, thoſe places 
being the onely rendezvous of that 
cackle and noiſe of women. 

If you (hall think this to be a ſmall 
1mper- 


imperfection , you are deceived a hun. 
dred Leagues , for this 1s the very con- 
dition of the damned, Who without cea(- 
ing do howl, cry, and blaſpheme again{t 
the Divine Majelty, as allo againſt thoſe 
who have been the occaſion of their 
ruine; this we more viſibly ſee in thoſe 
Speftra, and other damned jpirits, which 
come into certain houſes, and in ſome 
particular places make:{o much noite , 
and cauſe ſo much diſturbance , even to 
the moſt reſolute , that they are glad to 
be gone. So we proceed to term her in 
the next Letter (according to experience) 
as the hath been to Houſes and Famulies 
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Regnorum Ruina. 
Ruine of Realms. 


I were an :mpoitible attempt ,. if I 
{nould think to write the ſeveral 
muisfortuncs 
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* | misfortunes and miteries of men de- 
| ceived by women unacquainted in the 
School.of wiſdom and vertue ; wherefore 
Lihatl omit thote tears, plaints, regrets, 
ſorrows, griets, torments, t oubles, rage, * 
languors, fury, death , and puriithments 
of millions of men, affronted and in- 
jured by the malicious induſtry of wo- 
men , whon they adored and honored as 
the Sove:aign Lady's of their affections. 
I ſhall omit that deg2nerous Labowr 
of Hercules inms ſervice of Omphale , 
where he ſubmutted'his invincible ſpirit 
and conquering hands to the fiveeping 
of her Chambers and Halls ; and after- 
wards his dying enraved and mad by the 
poiſon and jealoutte of Dejamra : And 
alid Apollo, who kept theep to pleale the 
daughter of Admetzs; together with 
Hippolitus, who was torn 1n pieces by 
the means of his 1nceftuous mother in 
Law ; Abſyrthes , who was alſo diſ- 
membred by his cruel fifter Medaa : 
Roland , that French Hercules, who lan- 
outthed to death through the 1nconltancy 
of the 1: wd daughter of G alafrma , and 
dyed, ſacrificing himſelf to her : King 
1pfis, who died for Axaxarete ; Henzon 
tor 
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for Antigone , Ovid for Coryana , with 
many others : Who had no other ſatis- 
faction for this exceſs and profuſeneſs of 
life , than to ſee in the other world theſe 
execrable women puniſhed according to 
their demerits , becoming the paſtime of 
the Furties in their infernal Vaults. | To 
omit the ſtories ( with other prophane 
writings) of Adam, Samſon, David, So- 
lomon, and the moſt accomplith'd of the 
Antients, the moſt generous and brave 
courages that have been ruined by the 
femake ſex, Ireſume my ſubjet , and 
will prove, that whole Kingdoms , Pro- 
vinces , and Cummon-wealths , have 
fallen by misfortunes , occaſioned by 
{ome particular women. 

Helena , once the Paragon of all hu- 
mane beauty , fomented ſo bloody a 
wat by the excellent features of her face, 
between the Greeks and the Trojans, that 
the laſt loſt both their life and honor 
therein : She afterwards remembring her 
ſelf of this fatal buſineſs, repented ir 
{incerely ; for being advanced in age, ( as 
is reporied by James Bergonne in his Sup- 
plement of the Chronicles )) and deſirous 


to ſee her face, the called for a Looking- 
olals, 
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olaſs, and beholding her face ſo withered, 
and all the beauties thereof ſo tarniſhed, 
the fell a laughing, andin that mood 
blamed the” folly of thoſe , who for her 
| fake had endured ſo many troubles: Alas, 
quoth ſhe , 25 it poſſible that ſuch a conn. 
renaxce ſhould cauſe the rune of ſo many 
brave Cities, and the ſlaughter of ſo many 
thouſand gallant men, and noble warriors ? 
Theſe were the dying words of that moſt 
excellent Beauty. | 

King Foram ( after the death of his 
father Jehoſaphat ) ſucceeding in the 
Kinzdom , his brothers being killed, and 
himſelf fallen into Idolatry, and the ruine 
both of him and tis Kingdom thereupon 
enſuing ; the Ecripture g1ves this account 
thereof, and imputes 1t wholly to his un- 


happy wife ; Filia quippe Achab axar 


ejus; & fecit malum 11 conſpettu Do- 
mint: He had Athaliah the daughter of 
Ahab and Tezabel to his wife, 1mport- 
ing, that 1t was no marvel this Prince 
was fo wicked and guilty of ſo great 
crimes , having ſo wicked a wife for his 
companion. And in the Third of the 
K1ngs , the ſame Scripture ſearching the 
cauſe of the miſeries and or 
0 


of Ahab, faith after this manner , Jeza- 
' ble his wife, fc. Concitavit emm eum 

Jexabel uxor T7 ua, & abhominabilss fattus 
eſt, in tantum ut (equeretur 1dola que fe- 
cerunt Amorhe:. 

Philo Tndews notes 1n the firlt Book of 
the life of Adoſes , that Balak King in | 
Aſia, whoſe power extended it Helf 
throughout the greatelt part of the Ealt , 
never durlt enterpriſe upon the / ſractichs 
till he had coniulted his Devines;, 
and particularly had ſent for Ba/aans that 
falſe Prophet, who, though contiratnzd 
by theSpirit of Cod. to peak truth, ne- 
vertheleis not to loſe the favour of that 
Prince , he adviſed him , that the onely 
way to effect his defiones , and rvine that 
people, was , by ſending his women 
among them, whom he ſhould adorn and 
dreſs as laſciviouſly as could be : Which 
purpoſe the ſaid women effectually 
brought about by their allurements, ſo 
that the brebells part of the youth ub- 
Jetted themſelves to Idolatry , before | 
they were or might b2 permitted to ful- 
fil. their luſts on them ; which fo ami- 
mated Phineas with th2 2221 of God's 


olory, and the love of Continence , and 
{ome 
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ſome other with him , that falling upon 
theſe abominable perſons , they killed of 
them to the number of four and twenty 
thouſand, and fo faving the Hoſt from 
being contaminated with thoſe filthi- 
nefles , they gained the victory over that 
King , who by the counſel of the foreſaid 
Prophet had ſo in the groſs corrupted 
the people. 

I ſhall onely add the example of Cleo- 
' patra , Who, as Platarch ſaith , was that 

rock on which Mark, Anthony, that va- 
lant and great Captain, daſh'd and broke 
himſelf in pieces by his 1mpure plea- 
ſures : But ſhe not onely ruined him, but 
was the cauſe of a thoutand troubles tc 
the State of Rome. Marcus Anreliue, 
that wiſe Prince , ſaith, That the fire of 
s/Etua was not ſo hurtful to Sic:ly , as 
this wicked woman to every. Canton of 
that Empire. To conclude, As vertuous 
women are 2iven us from Heaven, to 
alleviatz the miſeries of our nature, {a 
are the bad born expreſly to vex men, and 
to oppoſe and ruine all their defignes 
and 200d fortune. 

Now although ſo many thouſand im- 


perfecions combine in them , yet more 
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particularly Pride reigneth and rageth 
1n them , which, in explication of this 


next Epithet in in our Alphabetical or- 
der, {hall be ſeen. 


Silva Superbiz. 


. Forreſt of Pride. 


PR 15a vice ſo deteſtable and per- 
nicious , that.it hath made of an 
Angel a Devil, Lucifer; of a Man a 
Bealt, Nebuchadnez.zar ; of Adam, the 
ſubje<&t and object of all thoſe miſeries 
which encompaſs and thwart us. If you 
would ſez the deſcription , the Divines 
hold , That 1itis properly a diſorderly 
appetite of 1ts own excellence , or of its 
ſelf, which cauſeth contempt of God , 

| and of thoſe whom he hath made ſu- 
perior in Grace, Honor , and other 
Pre- 


| 
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prerogatives. All the learned hold it for 
the chief of the other vices, and ſay, 
That it is ſhe which combats and aſſaults 
all the other vertues. 

St. Auſtin ſaid , That ſhe is the Com- 
rade of all fins, he ouide and director in 
all their deformities ; the reaſon 1s, be- 
cauſe the 1s often oenerated by a love 
of juſtice and of vertue, and proceeds in 
thz way of 200d works : whereas other 
vices ate cheriſhed by bad ations , and 
are known by their works. 

This abhominable vice 1s as a peſtt- 
[ential wind , which blowing under the 
tree of vertue, withers the beauty of a 
ſoul, as a Poet hath expreſs'dit, 


Pride ts the rot and head of every vice. 
The ſource and fountain of "_ ills be- 


fall us, 


Who bath this monſter tam'd , may freely 
'E 

That be hath ſhook the mighty Tower of 
fin. 

By pride the devil full of cuuntn "s ſp! wh , 

From Paradiſe our Fel ſb Parents ban 

| Subjected ws to labour, griefs and pain ; 

| The gulph and precipice + mſery. F 
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If then thou'dſt break, through ſins Bat. 
talia, 
Rout thoſe Philiſtines ; ſet thy courage 
tot 
. Cat off thy vaunting proud Goliah's head: 
For the whole Army ſeeing him to bleed , 
And his head rear'd the 1 rophee of the 
field 
Will quail, and their ſubdued powers yield. 


As we ſee in war, that no ſooner as the 
General is fallen in Battel , but the ad- 
verſe ſoldiers ruth forward without 
looking behind them ; 1o-he that can tri- 
umph over pride, and can drive 1t from 
its Empire , thall ſpeedily diſſipate all 
other vices ; for humulity, its contrary, 
being the trealury of all other vertues 
and being Rrongly fortifi'd within the 
{oul ; pride, though 1t were accompanied 
with the Brength of all other fins , ſhall 
never enter or prevail again(t it. 

But if you defire to kno the ordinary 
- retreat of this unhappy vice , I ſhall 
w1thout fear of a feather'd brain tell you, 
that it is the wicked noddle of a woman , 

the idolater of her own irregular paſſions; | 
for wever was Lucifer ſn proud in heaven, 
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a4 ſuch women are on earth. You may 
ſee the proof of this in the firlk womar, 
whom a feigned promuie of the evil 
ſpirit ſo wrought upon, that ſhe defired to 
ve equal with God, as the Schoolmen 
and St. Auſtin; an at certatnly of the 
oreateſt preſumption 1n the world, And 
if ſhe who received the firlt favours of 
heaven, and ſo many proofs of the love 


* of God, forgot her ſelf ſo much , what 


{hall we think of others of her ſex, which 
are. not ſo perfect? © For my part I be- 


lizve, that if there are any humble of the 


ex |, they are like the. Sun among the 
Stars, or thz Phxnix among other Viras ;- 
and ſo it 1s no great! marvel, that the 
bumt'lit of the blefſ:d Virgin invited 
the $91 of t12 God of Heaven to de- 


LG 


' ſcend into the earth , and that her merit 


accelerated thz2 grout myſtery of the In- 
carnation by ſutableneſs and conoruity, 
as th? Doors hold; for her humility 
was fo accevrable to the Divinz Ma- 
jelty, that knowing it to be an extraor- 
dinary wonder in that ſex , he forgot the 
pride of the firſt woman, and without 
tucther delay ſent the Word of th2 Fa- 
th2r to b2 _ Man. Now except bers 
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1 know not any woman who may pre- 


ſume to boaſt of ſo much humility , as to 
be reputed clear of afteRation and vain- 
olory. 

Humihty as (o- valuable ina woman , 
that (hewing it {elf upon occaſions , no 
man can tax her with any 1mperfections, 


' 10as to obſcure that goodnels which 1s 


believed to be 1n her; her humility makes 
her to be ſuch as men could know to de- 
lire. The Prophet Nathaz , in ſetting 
forth the quality of a good woman, found 
nothing, becter- to his purpoſe than the 
compariſon of a ſheep, the gentleſt and 
m.eke(t of all the creatures, as we may 
ſee 11 his Parable to King Dawv:rd 1n the 
matter of aduktery which he had com- 
miited with Bathſheba : 7 here was ((aith 
he) 4 poor man who had nothing 1u the 
world but one poor ſheep, Fc. mark how 
h2 calls the wife of Mriah a ſheep, for 
[0 ought every g00d Wie to be, pleaſant, 
humble, filent , and obedient to her hus- 
band, as a ſheep to 1ts thepherd : and the 
husband ought to treat, keep, nouriſh , 
ang, maintain her as his ſheep, and love 
ber as his darling. Whereunto. I add 


15 
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zs favour from heaven beſtowed on man ; 
Gratia ſuper gratiam mulier ſantta 
pudrrata, And again, ylery bone bea 
72x45 Vir, But of this before. 

That which 1s furtker obſervable in 
the ſame place, 1s , That God oftentimes 
recompences the good works of a man by 
the offer of a vertuous wife ; Pars boxa 
 mulier bona jn p:ite timentiunms Derm da- 
bitar viro pro fatt ts bonts, 

Solomon ſaith further in his Proverbs , 
that parents give unto children means and 
riches, bat it is God that priveth unto 
them prudent and diſcreet women : Domus 
& dwntie dantura parentibus , a Doming 
autem proprie #xor prudens ; the Hebrew 
Text 1s more emphatical , having theſe 
words, Domns & dirvitie haredit as pa- 
tram, fgnifying, that good and bad chil- 
dren ſucceed alike to the goods and 
eltates gained by their parents care and 
induſtry ; but that women being not. 
the 200ds of fortune , God beſtowes the 
200d one onely to ſuch as fear him, and 
obſerve his commandements. The ſame 
1s likewiſe ſet down by the Royal Pro- 
phet, for having premiled ) Bleſſed are 
they which fear the Lord , and walk in 

L 3 hts 


4 lateribus domus tus, To which purpoſe 
St. Paul ſpeaking of the alonenels of} 


. who make much of them to no other 


|. |(15Þ) 
his ways , hz adds p elſently the reward 
to follow*, hs wife ſhall be as a frunfu 


vine (that is reclus'd or thut up in the], 


molt ſecret place of the houle, or) oz the| 
ſides of his houſe, fignifi'd by theſe words, 


Virgins, ſaith, that chey owght to be guar- 
dians of their houſes , for in ſtead of 
what our verſion hath , having care of 


their houſe , the Hebrew reads it by | 
.Hieroglyphick of a wiſe and vertuous 


daughter 3 having a beaſt called the Oc: 


at her feet, teaching us, that as the male] 


of that creature 1s more feeble than its 
female , which iurpaſleth him 1n courage 
and valour ; ſo ought a Wiſe daughter to 
appear more vigorous than a man, In re- 
hſting tnoſe flattering courteſies, and de- 


ceitful wantonneſſes , the impertinent] 


and ſippery feats of heady youngfters, 


purpoſe than to deſtroy and ruine theit 
honor and reputation : And as that crea- 
ture delights not in any place but in 
thick groves, and inhabitable delerts, 
and 6Geparts not out of them but to ſeek 
proviſion; ſo ought a wiſe and vertuous 

daughter 
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daughter to be a lover of ſolitude, and 
not not to depart out of her houle , but 


; onely to th? Church , and employ her 


lelf wholly in the ſervice of God, a1d 
careful honeſt exerciſes. 

But 1f you think that ſolitude 1s re- 
quifed only of Virgins, behold two 
other Hieroslyphicks , which make it 
appear, that it is well becoming women 
of diſcretion ; Exſtac. lib, 2, de Iſmentss, 
faith, that the Antients repreſented 
chaltity two manner of ways , the fir{t 
WAS , E pourtray102ga Women crowned 


with a garland, woven with all ſorts of 


flowers that nature produced , th2 Roſe 
excepted; ſhe wore a net for her gar- 
ment, Which covered ner face, her breaſt, 
and her feet, ſignifying the pudicity of 
woman, to preſerve which, all the 


graces, perfeions , and flowers of the 


world are requiſite ; except that which 
ſmells of Yen and impudicity , fignt- 
hd by th2 Roſe, which is dedicated to 
that 2odde(s, whoſe love 1s unchaft. 
The ſecond pourtrait repreſented 
a Lady, crowned with all ſorts of preti- 
ous Stones and Jewels, Rubies , Dia- 
monds, Emeralds, and other inz!timable 
Ji > riches , 
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riches, Witha Carbuncle in the middle 
ot her forehead, which ghliſtered hike the 


Sun, dein2 covered with a thick rode, 


all her ca: e being to hide her feet ; ſig- 
mtying by this Embleme, that the riches 
wherewith a woman ought to adorn her | 
{elf, thould not conſiſt in cloathes, but in 
ſpirit and vertue ; and a though the be 
poorin rayment, 1t ſuſficeth if ſhe be 
rich in head. 

This 1s to ſhow, that not to go often 
abroad , but to ſtay at home, iS 2 oreat 
fone i the loyalty of marriage ind ail 
2fured token of an excellent woman , 
and obedient to her husband. But on the 
other fide, 1f you dehire to ſee the marks 
of a pr: oud and wicked woman , take no- 
tice *of theſe; She will be difdainful in 
hzr locks , lofty in her ſpeech , ſuperci- 
[:0us 1n filence, diffolute | 1n riots, furiaus 
in ſorrow, grave in her pace, honeſt in 
2ppearance, prone ta offer injuries, 1m - 
patient to enaure them, deſirous to com- 
mand, flow to obey, ready to do ill , 
backwar d to ao good, unmoveable to 
parcon, eafie enouoh to venoeance , de- 


Iicate 1n her diet, and ambitious to play 
the 
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the Lady in all things, of which, ſee two 
examples for proot. 

Plizy the great Naturaliſt reports , 
that Cleopatra Queen of Egypt, the molt 
proud and laſcivious that ever was , ob- 
ſerving Mark, Anthony to exceed all 
men in the ſumptuouſneſs of his fealts 
and banquets, entertaining his oueſts 
with the moſt choiſe and exquthte 
Viands that could be had ; out of 
ambition or emulation uttered {ome 
words in difparagement of his treat- 
ments, 21ving out, That they were n9- 
thing near the coſt and value. of thoie 
which ſhe would provide and prepare : 
Of which he being advertiſed , having 
taken Lucius Plancus for judee in the 
diffzrence , demanded of hr what ſhe 
' could do more magnificently than he ? 
This proud Princeſs without any other 
reply, having two Pendants in her ears 
ſet with two inel[timable Pearls, which 
were doubtleſs the chief works of Na- 
ture , took the one of them , and having 
diſſolved itin Vinegar, the drunk and 
ſwallowed it down in the preſence of 
Hark Authony : Which Lucius ſeeing , 


and regretting ſo great a wake, cp ” 
an 
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hind upon the other , and prevented the 
iwallowing down of that ; and the better 
to pleaſe and pacthe her, gave (entence 
of victory on her fide , althougtr Mark 
Anthony was much troubled thereat. But 
Lucius forbore not to take the Pearl, 
and gividing it into two , he made there- 
of two Ear-pendants for th2 Statue of 
Vents, which was in the Temple of Pan- 
theon at Rome. 

The ſecond Hiſtory 1s of a wife of the 
Duke of Vemice, named Domrnica S yt 
214 , Whom he had taken in Conſt antino- 
ple. Anthon. Sabe!licus in his Firſt De- 
cad. Lib. 4. Tom. and the Mirror of Ex- 
amples, DF. 1. Sett. 84. reports , 
tat this woman, puft up with pride and 
arrogance , was ſo delicate in her meat 
and drink , fo curious of her body, and 
{0 nice to be ſerved , that the had not 
onely the perfumes of Musk , Civet, 
Amoer-gris, and other \vezt Odors 
in every corner and nook of z2r cham- 
ber, even to trouble th2 head of thoſe 
thatentredin ;| ſhe was fo delicate , I 
ſay , 'that (he would not onzly be ſerved 
with common and ordinary water to 
waſh her lf, but command hr ſervants 

to 
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to take off every morning the dw of 
heaven from the molt odoriferous plants 
and herbs for her uſe ; and moreover the 
would not touch with her fingers the 
meat ſerved on her table , but taking ir 
with golden forks, ſhe would in that 
manner put it into her mouth ; though at 
lait her prodigious delicacy cot her dear: 
For heaven not able longer to endure 
We inſolent pride of this Syren,not onely 
nflicted Frtifis or a Conſumption on her 
In her whole body, that no one of her 
domeltick ſervants or grooms could en- 
dure to be near her , they dying from her 
bed as phrantick and mad; bur, as much 
as ſhe had deſpiſed all things common 
to th2 ſuſtenance of life, ſo nothing now, 
what manner of waſhing ſoever that 
could be invented , could remedy this 
{tinkin? diſeaſe. Whereby we ſee, that 
the delicacy of theſe fin: and nice 
Dames, thoſe dainty mouth'd creatures , 
are no \hit pleating to the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, and that at the end of their carrier, 
he knows how ſeverely to chaſtiſe them , 
according to the example of wicked 
Dives, whoſe ſentence of damnation 


was onely grounded on his delicacy in 
habits, 
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habits, in wearing fine linnen and purple, 
his luxury in feaſting, and his inhumanity 


towards the poor. | 
In ſum , the hauvhtineſs of ſome wo. 


men mounts to ſo high a degree , beino 
once advanced in office and authority , | | 
that it is a Martyrdom to obey them, and 
extreme cruelty in them to command to 
the utmoſt extent of their paſſions and 
wills: Wherefore behaving themſelves in 
this manner , it will be nowrong done to 
call them further 


Truculenta Tyrannie. 


Terrible Tyranny. 


Icero, the wonder of the Romans , 
gh! ſaith , That vertue hath ſuch a 
14s luſtre , ſo much beauty, and perfe&tion, 
| and excellence, that if ſhe could be ſeen, 

ſhe 
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| ſhe would raviſh the eyes and hearts of 


ty] all men , and that there would not, one 


be found who would not follow herg 
bacome ſervant to her amiable looks : 
From whence 1t eafily follows , that no- 
thing 1s more uely , and deformed, and 
horrible to ſee (1f it were vifble) than its 
contrary, Vice ; and that as Vertue for 
its excellent beauty ouvht to be eſteem- 
ed and praiſed inevery place where ſhe 
1s to be found , fo are we to diſparage 
vice, her ſworn enemy, where ever we 
meet with her , without conſideration 
of the perſons that adore her , whether 
they be ſmall or great, poor or rich , 
Peaſant or Noble , Lord or Vaſſal , Diſ- 
ciple or Maſter, Man or Women ; for 
herein we {hall imitate the examples of 
many holy and religious perſons. 

To my purpoſe, No man ought to 
account me raſh, if I have been ſo bold 
as to attaque the vice of women , offer- 
in? themſelves to my mine eyes as the 


moſt obnoxious to the Law gf God , and 


deſtructive to the ſalvation ef ſouls , that 
I meet With in the humane ſpecies of 
this age. Its true , that men for the 


molt patt are come ta th utmoſt "one 
0 


(158) 
of their wickedneſs , but they are there- | 
forgpenolding to women, who foment, | 
inMtain, and cheriſh them in thoſe 
abhominable courſes. St. Chryſoſtoms ex- 
pounding that'paſſage of the 19 Chapter 
of St. Matthew, Hom, 32. Nyn expedit 
nubere, &c. If you Would know, faith he, 
what a woman 1s, I anſiver you, that ſhe 
1s the (worn enemy of friendſhip , an 
Inevitable pain, a natural temptation , a 
defirable calamity, and domeltique 
danger. 

Tertullian gives her not ſo many 
Epithets, bnt they are not therefore the 
leis important; Thou art, O woman , 
(faith he ) the gate of the devil, thou art 
he who ſhewedſt that unhappy Tree, the 
deſerter of the Divine Law, &c. 

Or:gen faith no leſs in that Sermon 
which he made of the Chaninzan wo- 
man, The woman is the head of fin, the 
weapons of the devil , the cauſe of our 
if | expulſion out of Paradiſe , the mother of 
4# delinquencyMnd corruption of the Law : 

Ch | and adds , that th devil left her to Job 
41% to affli& him the more, and to provoke 
|; him to curſe Go4 in thoſe terms ; Ma- 


Fi | A 
It ted Dev, & marere, I could cite St. C7- 
prian 
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pri4n 1n IMs Book of the ſingularity of 
women ; and the Sermon St. Epiphanizes 
made againlt them : but I think 1t fatis- 
faction enough to name but their autho- 
ities again(t them”, eſpecially being to 


the ſame purpoſe with the former. 


But that which 1s more particularly 
blamable in a wicked woman, 1s, their 
Tor and cruelty, which they practiſe 
towards thoſe Whom they keep under the 
key of their obedience, having an abſolute 
power and full maſtery over them to 
whom they are particularly obliged. 

Plutarch . hath a {tory hand.omely to 
this purpoſe ; Nz2xs the Monarch of the 
Aſſyrians was ſo taken witi: the beauty of 
a Matden-ſlave, named Semrramz , .and 
was ſo furiouſly enamoured on her , that 
he married her , and choſe her before all 
the Ladies of his Kingdom ; but in ſtead 
of cheriſhing, valuins, or eſteeming the 
o00dneſs and favour of the King, ſhe no 
ſooner became Miſtreſs of his heart and 
affetions , but having obtained by her 
female devices his authority , to cxom- 
mand throughout his Empire , and man- 
ave for onz whole day the affairs of 
State ; She no ſooner was veſted there- 

| with , 


- m_ - — «© — hug 
«2 —_ = 
« 


( 160 ) 


with, but ſhe inſtantly deprived him not 
onely of his Royal Greatneſs , but alfs 
of his Life , with others of his familiar 
friends , to the intent to reign more ſe- 
curely, and exerciſe her cruel tyranny. 

The other of CMedea 1s no leſs cruel, 
for having got from Jaſon all that a we- 
man outravioufly could ſnatch from a 
man, to whom ſhe had abandon'd he: 
ſelf, the contrived againſt his proſperity, 
and againlt the quiet of his family ; and 
to a& her part the better , the learned 
the Magick Art, to be ſubſervient to her , | 
in the ruine of her whom the deemed to 
be her rival,and to diſpleaſe him whom (0 
paſſionately ſhe own Her cruelty was 
ſo great, that ſhe murthered her brother 
as a pledoe of her impudicity. 

Atalanta the daughter of Schenens 
olorying and criumphing | in her beauty , 
( {urpaſſing alſ'of her age and ſex) and 
ſwitftneis 1n running , reſolved with the 
conſent of her father , never to marry 
any one but him who ſhould out-run her 


1n the race; Giving this aniwer to all 


her ſuitors, I-will not refuſe. to be the 
"wife of the ViRor, and to be the Lawrel 


of his victory, on condition nevertheleſs, 
that 
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that th2 vanquithed die by my own 
hand ,- to explate their temerity ; which 
bloody condition the fo (tritly obſerved, 
that  Hiypomene , fon of Megare and 
erandchild of Neptane , a moſt beautiful 
young man , coming to the courſe , and 
ſeeing the rivolets of blood at the end 
of the Career , was exceedingly alto- 
niſh'a, ſaying within himſelf, 1s it poſſi- 
ble that men ſhould be ſo blind , to ſeek 
a Woman among ſo many dangers ? but 
while he thus deplored the ſad fate of 


tis miſerable corrivals, Atalanta palt 


by ( whom yet h2 had not ſeen) whom 
wien he ſaw glittering like the Sun in 
beauty, he lift up his hands to heaven and 
cried out, being *dazled with ſo many 
miracles, Pardon me, conuragrous Lovers, 
that I have accuſed you of folly ; excuſe 
my indiſcretion , which hath wrongfully 


condemned you b fore I knew the price of 


| yoar race, the merits of that rich recom- 


pence which anima:ed your hopes. Hippo- 
mene being thus raviſhed with the beauty 
of Atalanta, and being jealous that ſome 
0 h2zr would preſent him(elf before him, 
reſolved immediately to hazard his life 
as th2 othzrs, and to enter the liſts, to 

M oaths 
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oather the fruits of love. Atalanta i 
the interim not regarding but aftran- 
chifing and ſetting at random the conlide- 
rations of the beauty, nobility, courage; 
and love of Hippomene , who expoied 
himſelf to. death for her ſake , ſaid with 
an inflexible heart to mercy . Wherefore 
ſhould I care for his life , having made 
ſo many to die already ? he mult die fince | 
he deſerves it, fince he will deſtroy him- 
jelf, the death of my other Suttors pot 
ſervine him fora warning : But ſhall he 
die for having defired to live with me ? 
{]1all he receive no other reward cf tis] 
love than an unjvſt fat- 2 Wherefore (for 
the avgravation of her cruelty ) thall 1 
have a hea:t ſo baſely inhumane to defire | 
a victory , Wh ch ſhall charge me with 
the ads of his blood > But amid 
th:ſe ſuſpences of Atalanta , Ven fa- 
vouring Hippamenes, gave him three 
b-auriful coldn Apples , which, baving 
oOt a little way before h-r, h2 let fall one 
after another , and while the, ſurpriſed 
with the luſtre of them , ſtoopt to take 
thern up, he came hirlt to the Goal, | and 
Lt married her, But this 2004 fortune was 
N not laſting ; for Atalanta continuing he! 
| l pride, 
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pridz, and being {o notoriouſly ambiti- 
ous , drew upon her the fierce anger of 
('ypele the mother of the v0ds , ( Whoſe 
Temple the had prophaned by carnal 
pollution) wao (trangely metamorpholed 
them both , changins Hippomene into a 
Lion, and Arklanta' Into 2 Lioneſs, to 
live thereafter in woods and forreits 
amonelt thz bealts. 

I will ce >CLt2 NO More Hiſtories , tear- 
in! to offend the goodneſs of wiſe and 
dicrezt women . Who cannot Without 
much horror hzar io much diſcourſe of 
the cruelty of thoſe who duhonour their 


ſex. It thall ſuffice to fay , that there are 


women ſo rigid in authority , ſo exact in 


their commandements , ſo punRual In 


their ordinances, ſo jealous of their 
power , and ſoimperious 1n ther beha- 
viour, that as it 1s requiſite for a wo- 
man to know how to commana women 
wiſely ; ſo muſt the be a woman that 
knows readily how to obey the laws and 
0:dinances of women. I leave themſelves 
to b2 their own judges in this, and onely 
add, that theſe nauohty packs have a 


heart vain, a mind fo haughty, and a 
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port ſo proud and ſtately , that we majſ 
well hrname them 
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 Vamitas Vanitaris. 
Vanity of Vanities. 


Ir three 0: four good reaſons parents 
ad antiently ſorrow, at the birth 0! 
heir daughters ; the i & was , for thar if 
y Were handiome and comely , a vreath 
Geal of care , trouble and vigilance Was 
required to keep them {o, Which was well 
fonnh'd in that Hierogl;phick of .a wo- 
mai Wao Was repreſented armed cap ape 
with a Dragon at her feet, to thew , that 
chaft maidens need all manner of arms 
and defences to refit the aſſaults and 
ſuooeltions of the devil, and the cunnino 
infiruations of tenſual men, and who 
have n9 government over themſelves. | 
The 
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a! The ſecond was , That if they were ugly, Wy. 
or detormed, or ill-thaped , a vreat deal 
of mony was required to ſet th:m off in 
marriage. 'The third , That d2ing unaprt T 
to Sciences and Mechanick Arts , they | 
were of no uſe either to private or pub- | 
lick 200d. . The fourthis , The natural 
vanity and cultome of women, who give 
the reins to their unbridled paſſhons ; for 
proof whereof, if you obſerve their 
words, their actions ,' their enterpriſes 
and defignes, and a/l their behaviour, you 
ſhall find ſo much vanity and vain-glory, 
that the braveſt Orator in the world 
5 could better deplore then expreſs them. 
'} This vanity makes them ci{dainful , 
if lofty, curious, defirous of praiſe and 
if honor, to the vaunting of their extraftion, 
FF of their nobility , that they came from 
out the thigh of Fove ; ths makes them 
pleaſant and attentive to the cogging and 
'| flattering courtſhips , even to the con- 
| tempt of candor and 1ingenuous ftreenels, . 
which 1s one of the moſt noble qualities 
they could be poſſeſs'd of ; wedding , as 
it were, diffimulation, ſo that hypocrifie, 
and that ſeeming 200d which appears in 
them as by inftin& of nature, is meerly 
M 3 a 
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a Sſpuiſe ; - they force their deportments, 
and draw in their mouth , the more ar: 
tificiall; co grace their words, Which ar: 
thoſe Linie- twigs Whereby they catch 
thoſe , Whom they would metamorphote 
into their humors and qualities, 
'Tis this vanity allo which makes 

them pompous vain- glorious, nice, and 
and to be wantonly habited , for which 


| they ſearch all manner of ltacely bravery 


and gaudinels; the eman Pattolrs and 
Portugal Taos mult be deſpoil'd of 
their ch oold tgands, to content their 
luxury 1n Kinos and Jewels ; the Odors 
of Musk, Amber- oris, Civet, Irts , and 
Abdanon are not ſpared, to perſume 
thoſe ſtinking and unſavoury exhalations 
which come from beneath them : and 
further , to reform the ner of Cod, 
(O vanity iniupportable! ) they con- 
tent nor themſe:ves with Neck-hand- 
kerchiefs ,Corgets, with falſe Perruoves, 
white,flaxen, frizel'd, auborn,and broivn 
with Bracelets , Neck- laces, Carknets ; 
and a thonſand other lefler trinknp: , 
but they uſe allo paintings , falie colours 
to cifſemble the volinets of their face, 
their neck, and their breaſts, whoſe clugs, 

- without 
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ts without this artifice , wouid rather look 
ar. | Jike two horn-pipes than pipes of milk ; "> 


where love s foolith paſſion lays his Nets TT 
tek} to catch thoſe Swans of CMeaader , 8 
without conſidering , that theſe things are vg 
abhominable before God, and forbidden . 
by the Divine Laws, as alſo by prophane. _ 


ey | 
Nd Lycur gus by his Laws forbad the - 
Ch ſuperfluity in apparel - and the Romans / 
ry} ſeeing the excels and luxury in them , 


«| eſpecially by women, made a Law, that 
' they ſhould never wear any dreſſings of 
eld, nor any garments of diverſe co- 
lours, or powdered with gold and fi[ver : 
i Which Law continued, till the effemi- 
| nateneſs of Aſia became Miltreſs of that 
; glorious City. 
| But , may ſome Finical Dame ſay, 
men are as guilty in this vanity as wo- 
men. Grant them to be ſo, yet are they 
more excuſable , becauſe the moſt part 
thereof ts in expence upon Arms, Horſes, 
Cloaths, and other equipage , commonly { 
upon defign to raiſe their fortune, to ap- » 
pear ſplendid in Courts and Camps well | 
accoutred to the ſervice of their Princes. 
- But women with all theſe looking-oglaſſes 
M 4 af 
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at their 17e,th2ir Fans and Muſfs, & c. & 
other trum niceties, have no other aim? , 
bur make ule of them for th: mol} part to 
draw in the {laves of their Jewd pleature, 
with ſo much excels, iuch cha-'ge, and 
luch Curioftity, that the: poor Taylor 
knows not of what wood to make his 
arrow, withavhat new falſhion to pleaſe 
them. 

And though the mode now be eafier to 
be found than the ſtuff, yet is there a 
certain ſort of women, that, 1f they 
could , would wear th whole world on 
their backs, To which purpole he that 
writ, The means of making the Turks 
ſworn enemies of Chriſtendom, in his 
book hath this paſſage , I ſaw a Turkith 
woman , Who belonzed but to a private 
perion, wear about her in cluaths to the 
value of 3oco Duckzts: If a fimple_ 
Damoſel was fo vain , what think you 
of the wives of the Baſhaws, the Viziers, 
and the Grand Seiomiors, But to leave 
th2 Turkiſh women, w2 have ſo bad here 
In Fraxce , that we may not well blame 
them there. 

St, Cyprian ſaith , That women which 
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00 thus attired, wear the ſtamp and imave 
of the Devil. St. Auſtin terms (ch gar- 
ments , the ſ{19nes an{ interpretation of 
an adulterous heart, and laicivious and 
inconttant mind ; /mpudicrs habitns ſig - 
num eſt adulterini cords. 

St. Paul writing to his Diſciple 7 :- 
mothy , would not have women to be 
adorned with ſo many pretious ſtones , 
carkenets , curl'd hair , and rich habits : 
but to wear onely ſuch as were decent , 
honeſt , and agreeable to their quality , 
walking always in modeſty and ſobriety : 
Cum verecundia CF modeſtia ornantes ſe. 

T heodoret reports a pretty (tory 1n Nis 
Hiſtory cf the Fathers , which deſerves 
reading : His mother being aged twenty 
three years, and troubled with a fore eye, 
went to <t. Peter the Hermite 1n a filk 
%OWn ,, and adorned with rich pendants 
in her ears, to obtain a remedy. That 
holy perſon ſeeino her in ſuch a habit , 
which ſhe thought ſuitable to her youth 
and quality , took occaſion to ſpeak fa- 
miliarly to her about it, and to reprove 

er vanity in this manner : What would 
you ſay, Madam, if you ſhould ſee a my 
an 


and unskilful Painter take up the Penci] 
to mend a Picure , which had been 
drawn by the be{ſt worxman in the 
world, and wherein, according to his 
judgment , nothing could be faulted; 
would you not take that man for a raſh 
and ionorant fellow , and worthy. of pu- 
ni{hment 2 and this excellent Painter , 
would not he have cauſe to complain of 
this boldneſs, and to cauſe him to be ſe- 
verely chaftiſed > She thereupon re- 


| plying, that he had yult cauſe to do ſo, 


He then rejoyned , Conlider 1n the ſame 
manner, ( Madam ) that God, that great 
heavenly Maker, hath created you to his 
own 1mage and likeneſs and bythe ſame 


power he+created you has made you per- 


tet and accompliſh'd; and think you, 
that you have.not luſtre, beauty, and per- 
fection enough to pleaſe his Divine Ma- 
jetty , without borrowing from the 
creatures (the works of his hands ) an 


addition of ornament, reforming thereby 


his infinite power , and ſfoveraign wiſ- 
dom ? If you have recourſe to paintings, 
patching to ſtrange. colours, to borrow'd 
hairs, and other vanities , will not this 
{how , that you belieye God to be 1gno- 

rant, 
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rant, wanting of pozr , and inconſide- 
rate, in not having made you according 
to your defire > May you not be charged 
with boldne's and preſumption by that 
Divine Majelty, who made you no other 
then you ace? - His words (trook ſuch a 
fear into her , that having her eye cured 
by hum \ the came home and diſroab'd 
her ſelf of her gay attire, laid aſide her 
pendants and her other fineties, in the 
moſt flourithing age of her life , habiting 
her ſelf ever afterwards as plainly and 


modeſtly as ſhe could. 


I with our fine Dames would do the 
Iike, that there were no ſuch ſhe-re- 
formers of the wiſdom of God in the 
world, remembring tnat terrible {en- 
tence of the Prophet Zephamah, Vijitaba 
ſuper omnes qui 1naun ſunt veſie pere- 
grina; by which God threatens , that 1n 
the 12ſt day he will make inquifition of 
thoſe who wear ftrange garments and 
other gauderies , Which make up an at- 
tificial beauty. To which purpoie I wiſh 
thoſe plaiſtered fine Dams , which will 
not amend , Were as handlomely af- 
fronted as thoſe Curteſans were once by 
the m2ans of Phryne (the beautifulleſ 

narlot 
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ha lot in her time) in a full fealt. 

Eraſmus ſaith 1n the ſreth of his 
Apophthegms , that the being one day 
at Table with a oreat number of her 
fikers of the ſame Trade, ſeeing them 
all-ro-be-painted , to put a a trick upon 
thoſe wenches (1t being a cuſtome and 
mannerly for guells to. do that which 
others do out "of civility and good 
carriage ) ſhe wetted her hands in| the 
water, and therewith rubbed her fore- 
head : "the others ſtreight doing th2 ſame 
in imitation of -her who was a Sun in 
beauty without paint or other arnfice ; 
the fucus was apparent , the Vwrinckles 
were ſeen, and they look'd like old with- 
ered hags, which made them the laugh- 
ter ofthe whole company , who diſmils 'd 
them with as much thame and diſvrace , 
as th2y came full of mirth, pride, and 


arrogance. 
To ſay all in a word, if this be blame- 


worthy in ſecular women and Courte- 
ſans, a thouſand times more dzteſtable it 
1s in thoſe , Who in all their ways and 
2Qions, ought to give teſtimony of their 
contempt of the world, and the luſts and 


vain pomp thereof ; who are obligea to 
pleaſe 
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pleaſe none but their celeſtial Spouſe , 
is | who delights in thole ſouls which perfe£ 
ay | themſelves in the race of mortification, 
er | andinithe exerciſe of patience under all 
m | the ſeverity and heat of thoſe attli&tions 
Mn | Which it pleaſeth God to ſend them to- 
d | wards their advancement in the way of 
h | falvation, and the attainment of elory. 
d If as St. Peter. (peaking of women, faith, 
e | They ought rather to go ina decent ha- 
b bit, and be rather adorned with vertne 
> | thanwith 2old, filver, or jewels ; that 
| | her cloaths oughtto b2 of the ſame value, 
fhmplicity, and modeity as fits ſuch who 
have a Husband ſo divine and heavenly, 
and ho pleaieth not himſelf with thoſe 
minds which are taken up among th1r 
warcrobzs , and furrs , *and corruptibl= 
earthly riches , and who reliſh nothing 
but wanton Venery : And if the wite 
of Philo the Jew could reply to thoſe 
who blamed her ,- for not wearin? a 
Crown on her head, and other orna- 
ments . as the women of her time did, 
I am adorned, faith ſhe, already with the 
{ingular vertues and perfections of him, 
whom God hath oerven me to be my 
husband : If women are to take up the 
reſolution 
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reſolution of daughters conſecrated to 
God, and who by the voy of their pro- 
falion have eſpouſed a perpetual Cloy- 
ſer , to live conformably to the actions 
and vertues of him, who hath redeemed 
them by the effuſion of his blood, en- 
dued them with his 9 ace , beſtowed on 
them his love, taken them for his moſt 
dear and loving Spouſe; ſhould they have 
any other felicity, or glory, or content- 
ment , than in the Crols ? 1aying with 
St. Paul, Mihi aurem abſit gloriars niſ6 in 


cruce, Fe. 
Beautiful Eſther long fince ſaid to 


God, Thou knoweſt that 1 abhor the ſign 
of my high eſtate which 1s upon my head, 
in the day wherein I (hew my ſelf, aud that 
1 abhor it as a menſtruous rag , ani wear 
it not when 1 am private by my (elf. 

Loy in his Fourth Book of the Roman 
Hiſtory, obſerves , That th Senate hav- 
ing ſetat liberty one of the Veſtal Vir- 
o1ns, falſ{ly a<cuſed of inceſt, th Ponti- 
fex Maximm , to take off any ſuſpition 
which afterwards might fall upon her , 
and to ſhey her the manner of that life 
which ſhe was to obſerve accc-ding to 


her profeſſion, forbad her ever afterward 
to 
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to be trimly dreſt , and that above all 


the ſhould not egrve her ſelf to ſcurrilous 


talk, or any kind of merry diſcourſe ; but 
that ſhe ſhould behave her ſelf as be- 
comes a ſerious, ſage, diſcreet, ſilent, and 
modeſt women in all her actions. Andif 
this were required as neceſſary in a 
Veſtal Virgin , who worſhipped Idols , 
how much more 1s this requifite in Chri- 
an Maidens, who adore the true God, and 
are his Spouſes ? 

St. Jerom (ſhewing Lata how he 
ſhould inſtruct her daughter , whom ſhe 
had devoted to Chriſt by the vow of her 
Virgunty , among other excellent 1n- 
{tructions theſe are very remarkable ; 
Have a care , faith he, that your daughter 
frequent not the company of ſecular ana 
worldly women ; beware you bore not 
her ears, paint not her face, curl or 
powder her hair , vermillion her 
cheeks, encircle her neck with pearls , 
adorn her head with Rubies or chains of 
oold, or her body with pretious garments, 
which are already the beginning of the 
fire of hell ; remember that Pretex:a, 
that noble Lady attiring theVirgin Eu- 
frochium a-la-mode the nmes , at the 

command 
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command of her husband Hymetizz , to 
break and fruſtrate the. good purpoſe and 
deſire of the mother of the taid Virgin, 
was menaced by an Angel from heaven, 
who appearing to her-in the night , ſaid 
thus; Miierable as thou art , how haſt 
thou dar:d to prefer the command of 
a husband to the Son of God ? who made 
thee {o hardy as to touch hs Spoule with 
thy ſactilegious hands? wert thou not 
afraid to prophane by ſuch uncleanneis 
a Virgin of God > Now that you may 
bear the puniſhment of this fin, I declare ' 
unto tnee,, that thy hanas ſhall wither, 
and thou (halt luffer extreme pain, and 
at the end of five months Hell thall 
{wallow, thee up ; and I aſſure thee. fur- 
ther , if thou perievereit in thy wicked- 
neſs, andin thy naugnty courſes , (zod 
{hall take away thy husba1d and children, 
A terrible threatning , but I tremble at. 
the effec ; ſhe delayed hr repentance, 
and God haſtned his judgment,cauſing her 
to diz ſuddenly: an example to others to 
forhear corrupting of iuch, Who are de- 
dicated to the ſervice of C09. 

From whence I infer, That not on-l 


th: Votaries themſelv:s offend 1n trim- 
10. 


Li OO 
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ins and drefling themſelves, but alſo 
thoſe that give them advice and couniel 


lo to do : For the bleſſed Bridegroom en- 


quires not of the ornament of the body , 


| but of the ſoul ; not the nobility of birth, 


but vertue ; not the beauty of the face , 
but of the mind ; not the good condition 
of the body, but the health of the mind; 
not prudence or other worldly bravery , 
but Faith, Hopz, Charity, Hunulity, and 


other vertues, Which keep us right BEE 


way of lalvation. Thoſe that live con- 
trarily, and to the guiſe of the world, agd 
of the looſer ſort , I ſhall not be afraid in 
{tead of the Spouſe of Chriſt to call them 
Harpies , Syrens, 1nanimated by evil 
Angels, Sprites bearing the image of the 
Devil, and meriting to be compared to 
the conditions of Xerxes the Monarch 
of Perfia , and that we paint upon her 


« forehead , according to the order of the 


Alphabet,,.this Epithet 


X Xanxia 


_—_— —— — A  - 


XanXx1a Xerxts. 
: Nerxes s Ambition. 


Erxes was a Prince (o inflated yvit: 
arrogance , and puft up with am- 
bition, and tainted with vanity, that he 
had not his like , and therefore is a fit 
compariion for women, by his conform- 
ity to them, and theirs to him. 

The pride and ambition of this Prince 
mounted to the high imagination of con- 
querins the terretirial Paradiſe » having 
an Army of 1200000 men, as Palbertts | 
reports ; but God, that reſifts the proud , 
withſtood his defion, afflicting him with 
{o terrible a fimine , that through meer 
hunger he and his Army was conſtrained 
to retreat the ſame way again. This was 
a vait haughtineſs, but if we conſider that 
haughty tranſoreſſion of the firſt woman, 

We 


(179) 
ve thall find it to ſurpals this in eye ry 
point. 

Men further report two things of this 
Prince, more remarkable then all the 
other ; the firſt , his luxury and exceſſes 
in plealure ; he ſecond , his extreme 
ctoler , and furious vengeance. Cicero 
faith, in the Fifth Book of his Tuſculan 
Queſtions, about the beginning , That 
this laſcivious and waſteful Prince con 
tented not himſelf in the taſting the 
known debauch'd pleaſures of the ave , 
but to fill his depraved concupiſcence , 
p: omiſed by his Edict oreat rewards to 
ſuch as ſhould invent new and extraor- 
dinary ones ; the molt ſcelerate action in 
the wo-ld. 

To the ſzcond, his rage ; Herodotus 
ſaith, That coming with his Army to the 
raits of the Helleſpont , over. which he 
defioned to build a Bridge, to march his 
men over from Aſa into Greece, it hap- 

2d, that during ths labour in vain, a 
ſtorm aroſe and brgke down his Bridoe 
ſo much as he had done. At ts he was 
ſa madly incenſed , that he commanded 
three hundred blows with a Rod to be 


aven this Sea, and threw Chains into 1t 
N 2 thinking 
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thinkin to ſhackle it ; he bad a'ſot fo 
many bangs to be inflicted on it, adding 
all (© t; of threatning and miſchief. This 
not appeafing his fury , 1n the laſt place 
he gave order to cut off the heads of all 
thoſe, who were appointed to the cuſto- 
dy of all his Waters and Bridges , as if 
they Þad been the cavſe of this unfortu- 
nate adventuse ; this was a wild ſally of 
the maddeſt and inconfideratelt perſon 
in the world. Butif we ſearch Hiſtory , 
we (hall find women more brutith, wan - 
ton , and audacious than this proud 
Prince ; for to the firlt , his luxury , I ab- 
hor to think there thould be found wo- 
men {o diffolute and bettial, that not con- 
2nt With the moſt luſtful perdite ſort of 
me: of their own ſpecies , but that abu- 
ſing their nature , they ſhould proſtrate 
and abmndon th-mſelves not onely to 
beaſts, but to the devil himſelf, who en- 
Joy and mix with th-m { though without 
any pleaſure) in borrowed bodies. As an 
example for th2 firſt , ſee Philo the Jew , 
in his trat of particular Laws , wher? 
you ſhall find Paſphae the wife of King 
+ Mines in love with a Bull , ſeeking by 
all means to have carnal knoyledge of 
that Beall, The 
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The learned Apwlerzs faith, That a 
certain woman called Meroes on a time 
fell into ſuch a fit of rage, that the highly 
menac'd the provokers of her dijplea- 
ſure; in fury the vaunted, that the 
would diſplace Heaven it ſelf, the would 
dry up the Springs and the Sea, put out 


\ the Stars, illuminate Hell, caſt to the 


oround even the Creator of this great 
Univerſe. - Behold, if this be not the 
moſt unparallel'd audacious boldn2fs in 
the world , far above and beyond the 
pride of the devil , who attempted. no 
more then to be equal with God: this 
woman would make God leis mighty 
then her ſelf, and be ſuperiour to him. 
Oroſiz that famous perſon ſaith, That 
during the Conſulſhip of Claudius Mar- 
cellas , Titus, and Valerizs , there were 
put to death 380 Roman Ladies con- 
viced of Witchcraft ; and in his liſt of 


| the Sorcereſles , he puts in the firſt place 


Hecate', then ('irce and Medea , fince 
which , the world by inceſtuous copula- 
tion , according to the cultom of Sorce- 
reſſes, hath been (kill replenithed , and 
hell filled ; and this goddeſs 1d not onely 


' Prefide over Charmers, Incantators, &c. 
N 3 but 
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but alio over Veneficiaries , and all ſorts 
or poylon , and to whom "they addre{t 
themielves: for ſuceels. upon thoſe muſ- 

" chiefs and maleficia., which other Sorce- 
rers ſhould do, * 

I thall mention one ſtory , which de- 
ſerves to be tranimitted , you ſhall ſee it | 
in the Demonomanie of D. Bodin , and 
more clearly. in the Table of the Incon- 
ftancy of Dxmons and evil Spirits. 

The (tory relates , that a young Gitl 
names Magdalena be 1s { r0:x, native of 
Cordowa in S pain , being deſcend2d of a 
mean family and parentage , reſolved to 
collect ſome almes to help forward the 
re-butlding and reſtoration of the Con- 
vent of St. Clare » Which then went to | 
ruine; and manaved the buſinz(s ſo well, 
that the Monattery was knmithed. This 
eave occafion to tne Nuns to receive her 
into their company, where a certain 
black Dzmon, like an Ethiopian, came 
Into acquaintance with her , bein? then 
azed betivixt ten and twelve years, and 
WW rrounht ſo by his devilliſh policies , that 
h2 made her a ſlave to his will ; making 
Wren alio ina ſhort time the wiſe(t 

1 zolieſt of her age ; an the better to 

captivate 
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captivate her entirely to. tis obedience , 
ſhe was no ſooner twelve years old but 
he demanded her in marriage ; wherets 


. giving her conſent , be married her upon 


this condition, that for the ſpace of thirty 
years and more he ſhould make her to 
equal , yea, to ſurpaſs in holineſs, all of 
2r profeſſion, whether Monks or Nuns ; 
which ſucceeded according to her defire : 
Thereby there grew ſuch a familiarity 
between them , that this Dzxmon forced 
ſometimes to 2 to other places, which 
he made her believe were of great re- 
pute, he gave her a Servitour in his place, 
which aſſiſted her in all things ; and tak- 
ing the form of the ſaid Magdalen , did 
imitate her in all things, doing that 
which ſhe ought to do for her eaſe ; and 
when her Dzmon returned , he told her 
all things worthy of notice that had paſs a 


in the world. : 
Amon? other things he told her one 


day, of the the taking of Francs the Firſt, 
priſoner, and the ſpoil that was ſoon after 
committed at Rome ; Which ſhe relating 
to the Nuns , they thought ſhe knew it 
by revelation of ſome good Angel. To 
make ſhort the ſtory , this Magdalene 

N 4 doing 
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doing admirable ſigns ,and range won- 
ders Which paſſed for miracles , toge- 
ther with the holineſs of lifz which our- 
wardly appeared, ſhe was choſen Abdeſs 
of ta:Monaltery , to the (atisfaction of 
all the Religious therein , and behaved 
her ſelf fo well in this charoe , that no- 
thing was to be complained of in her: 
On Feſtivals ſhe was ſo fervently de- 
vout , that the hath been lifred three 
cubits high from the ground , having 
often in her hands the 1mage of our Lord, 
ſhewinge at times a head of hair reach- 
119 to her ancles, which diſappeared pre- 
ſently: Being at Maſs, the partition wall 
of the Choir would open of 1t ſelf, ſome- 
times to give a more commodious fzoht 
of th2 holy Hoſtia; and thoſe days 
wherein ſhe failed to communicate , 
( which 15 very. ſtrange) the Prieſt hay- 
ing conſecrated the Hoſts to the number 
of the Nuns preſent , found that he had 
one to ſay, thinking that ſom2 good 
vel hadreſervedit to give it her him- 
oP and indeed ſome of the Religious 
did 1ametimes ſee the Hoſt come to her 
inthe aire, and this very Hoſt did leap 
Into h2r mouth , which ſhe ſhe'd them 
Publickly. This 
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This ſo augmented. her credit and re- 
putation of holineis, that Papes, tmpe- 
rors, Kings, Princes, ſent their Letters, 
recommending themſelves to her 
prayers. The Spaniſh P.incefles were 
firſt deceived ; tor the wife of ( harls 
th2 Fifth ſent her ſwadling-cloaths to 
wrap her ſon Phiip the Second with , 
that ſhe would bleis them with her hand. 
But the did ſo many wonderful things , 
that at la(t the Nuns began to take her 
for a Witch ; which ſhe perceiving, 'and 
God touching her by degrees by his 
orace, the thirty years of her Covenant 
being expired , about the year 1546 the 
accuted h2r ſelf, and confeſſed to the 
Viſitors of the Order, that ſhe had 
known this Dzmon from the age of 
twelve years, continuing them to thirty 


onward ; and having made a general con- 


feſſhon, deſired their afſilance : When, 
thz Dzmon' who had ſo long bewitched 
her , ſeeing her reſolution, endeavoured 
by all means to difſwade her, but not 
able 5 effe& it was conltrained to leave 
her ; Who, the better to expiate her fin, 
was put in priſon , where ſhe underwent 


a hard and auſtere pennance , till at lalt . 


the 


re 
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the obtained pardon of 1t from Pope 


- __ Paal the Fourts. | 
x There is another ſin more odtous to 


God and man, yea to little ctularen , 
which is drunkenneſs, the mo{t infamous 
name can be even them. 


tl i 


Y 


Yperanopoſis Effrons. 
Shameleſs Drunkenneſs. 


F all the Vices none is more {tupid, 
oroſs, and brutiſh than ths; we 
ſee that it reigns chiefdy among the Gery- 
7424s, Who are the groffeft Nation in the 
world. In other vices we cin deſcry 
ſom? lineament of diligence, valour , 
g00d menage , prudence and policy ; 
but in this there 1s nothing but what is 
heavy and earthly ,"and alike hurtful to 
the body and the ſpirit. 


You ſhall ſee in Platarch, St. Am- 
brole, 


at em 
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broſe, Tertnllian, Arnobizs , and Aulus 
Gellizs , that drunkenneſs waſtes the 


memory, dulls the ſpirits, corrupts the 
blood, troubles the brain, debilitates the 


ſenſes, tammers the tongue , ſhakes the 


body , enfeebles the nerves , makes all 
the members to tremble , burns up the 
lungs , rots them , and makes the breath 


| ftinklike a dead carcafe, dimns the fight, 
fumes into the head , extinguitheth heat, 


enflames the breaſt , blows vp the ſto- 
mach, ſtirs up luxury, provokes wrath , 
diſotders the ſteps , cauſeth babling, dil- 
covers ſecrets, conſumes wealth , de- 
fames the honour, enervates the {trength 
of generation, ſhortens life , confounds 
nature , and, which 1s wortt, {teals away 
time, robs us of day , drives away thz 
fear of God and his judsments , deſtro;'s 
974ce , occaſions the enmity of the Crea- 
thr , and obligves men to everlaſting pu- 
nithment. 

The firſt example is of a widow wo- 
man , reported by the Sieur de Mon- 
rargnin his Eflays , of a woman ; who 
lying on her hearth by the fire ſide drunk, 
was found by her ſervant in ſuch a po- 
ſture , that he carnally knew her without 

waking 
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wakins of her , by whom being” eotten 
with child , and percetving it ſome few 
days after,ſhe acquainted a neighbor, that 
ſhe ſhould think her ſelf to be impres- 
nated, but that ſhe had no husband ; ne- 
 vertheleſs nature by degrees ſhewing the 
truth of her conjecture , ſhe cauſed it to 
b2 publiſhed by the Cryer of the Town, 
that ſh® would forgive any perſon that 
had done it, and would avoyy it, and 
marry him to boot : Her ſervant culpa- 
ble of the fa, believing her promiſes , 
-declared all that had paſſed, and his 
miſtreſs married him, and made him her 
husband. In this we ſee the ſtrength of 
wine, and the evil it brings men in ; that 
1t tupifies people, and renders them un- 
ſenſible of pleaſure, even of the pleaſures 

of Venery. 

The Romans made Layvs againſt wo- 
men drinking of wine, under pain of 
oreat puniſhments ; St. Auſtin citing the 
Lav, ſaith , That nature hath juſtly for- 
bidden women the power of command- 
ing - and I ſecond it , That it is not with- 
out reaſon, that the Laws and cuſtoms of 
th2 world have inhibited the manage of 
Empire, and the uſe of wine to them : 

For 
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+» | For theſe two Laws are the main But- 
w | freſſes and Defences, which can ſtop 
ar | that rage and madnels which ſo tranſports 
». | them, as J#uvernal faith , 
J 
# Et rabie jecur incendente feruntur 
a gracipites, 


Women were the firſt at Thebes that 
1 | ſacrificed to Bacchus the god of Drun- 
kennels, andthe wine being once in their 
head, there was no manner of cruelty and 
. | inſolence which they did not exercite , 
as \ve ſee in the death of Pentheus, Or- 
phexs, and many others. To which pur- 
poſe Pindar, and Virgil in deſcribing a 
furious perſon , void of judement and 
reaſon, th2y onely uſed a Metenomy , 
adapting them into the names of ſome 
drunken terms taken from women, 
called Bacchantes and eMeanades, one 
whereof called Agave being drunk, killed 
her own ſon the King of Thebes. 

Not to enquire further into Hiſtory , 
BF lay, as 1n Eccleſiaſticus 5 that 4 drunken 
woman , and a gadder abroad, canſeth 
great anger , and ſhe will not cover. her 


' own ſhame , intimatins, that ſhe 1s then a 
perfect 
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perfect fury ; which makes him allo to 
ſay , That he would rather dwell in the 
deſarts amons Wild beaſts , than to ſo- 
Journ With a froward woman, enflamed 
with rage and anger ; which wine re- | 
doubles. 

' I muſtfay, That indeed itis @ great 
puniſhment to dwell with ſuch ; but fol. 
lowing th2 order of our Alphabet , we 
ſhall find another kind of women leſs 
ſufferable then thole, and theſe are ſuch 
who ſeem furiouſly tranſported with 
love, that the leaſt thing in the world is 
capable to make them jeatous, even of 
a ſhadow , concerning that they love ; 
and therefore deſerve to be called 


"" 
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Zelus Zelotypus. 
Zeal of Fealouſee. 


Ealoufie differs not much from Envy, 
they ace both the moſt urcegular pal- 
" | | fions 
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kons ; Envy regards the good of ano-= 
ther with extreme regret, thatit cannot 
poſſeſs and abtain it ; Jealoufie confiders 
the good of another , with fear , that 
any one elſe ſhould partake of it. Now 
how much more men cherith what they 
themſelves then others have , by ſo much 
| | isztnot to be wondred at, if the fear of 
| lofing that which one poſleſſeth doth 
more diſquiet the ſpirit, than the good of 
another ; and if ſo, by conſequence , that 
Jealouſie is a paſſion. more troubleſome 
\ tobe undergone than Envy , 1t1s a diſ- 
eaſe which lodgeth onely in weak , ſot- 
tiſh, and diſtruſtful minds , for properly 
it is 0 other than a diftruſt of ones ſelf , 
and an infallible teſtimony of its little 
merit; It chanveth moreover perfect.love 
into hatred, reſpect into ciidalin, honor 
into contempt , truſt into di{truſt , the 
ſweetne(s of life into the bitterment of 
a perpetual torment, and the molt plea- 
ſant and delightful recreations into the 
molt ſharp and diſquieting perturbations 
umnavinable. 

It is a rage Which troubles and wearies 
without any intermiſſion a mind there- 
with poſſe(t., 1t isa tyranny which Ike 

a 
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a cunning Serpent winds it ſelf into baſe 
and low minds under the title of love, 
wherein ſoot5ing others , it turneth to a 
mortal hatred , upon the ſame foundati- 
ons of go0d-will: vertue, merit, favour ; 
valour and reputation are the incentives 
of this Spite and jealous rage , though 
they ſhould be the motives and incuce- 
ments to affe&ion and love. 
© The holy Ccripture compares it to 
two things , which ſhew 1ts terribleneſs ; 
firſt to the formidable Majeſty , and the | 
dreadful fury which the ſons of God hall | 
make to appear , when they are to judge | 
the world, Accipiet armaturoam Zelus 
ilizzs ; and iecondly, to the frighttul pains 
of hell; for 1t not orely ſavageth the 
{weeteſ(t natures, but fo over-bezrs them, 
that they are incapable of patience and 
pardon. 

The Naturalliſts tells 1s, that a certain 
Bird called Porphyrion 1s to jealous of 
her companion , . that knowing her to be 
difloyal he will kill himſelf. Ir 18 re- 
ported alſo , that the Shepherd Crat # 
falling in love yith a ſhe-goat, her mate 
became !ſo jealous, that finding Iim 
aſleep he choaked him with his pores 

; Wit 
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with {0 Much force alſo, that ihe broke his 

skull, and {0 brought him to his death, 

| The like may be inltanced in Lions , 
Elephants, ' and other bealis , and innu- 
merable examples of men and women, 
in whom tt rergneth eſpecially , becauſe 
they are leis magnanimous and Ccoura - 
gious then men , who engavge and oblige. 

' the good-will of others by a confidence 
of their own deſerts, and which renders 
them worthy of that which they defire 
and poſſeſs , through their benevolences | 

| and ſingular vertues. _. 

It is well to the-purpoſe that jealouſe 
1s. compared to hell, particularly that of 
a woman : for if there b2 a thouſand - 
ſaxrs of puniſhments to affliet the 
damned, women have alſo a thouſand in- 
ventions to afflict thoſe , who cannot or 
will not comply with their wills; and if 
that which they love ſeriouſly be not 
complaiſant enough to their purpoſe , 
their lov2 is turn2d into hatred, which 
ends in poiſons , treaſons, conſpigations, 
and other attemptt, upon th2 honor and K: 
life of thoſe , who have nothing 1o dear 

' to them as their innocence. 


Of many Tragical Hiſtories, take this. 
Q Lncitia 
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Lacitia fo paſſionately loved her hus- 
band, that to cmd hum to her defire ſhe 
cave him Acemte , a deadly poiſon, mil- 
taking it for a love-potion , of which he 
died inſtantly. The ſame Author faith 
allo, that Cyamppe Was ſo extremely 
jealous of her husband, that ſhe ſuſpe&- 
ins his cuſtom of hunting was a-pre- 
tence to his courting of other Ladies , 
went out into the Forrelt to. elpy it out ; 
but the @uld not ſo well conceal. her 
ſe1f, but the Dogs hearing a bruſling of 
thz leaves , ran upon her and tore her in 

pteces ; at which her husband was fo 
orieved that he killed himſelf in the 
place. In theſe two: ſtories there ts 
more of indifcretion than cruelty , Þut 
that of Arzadae 1s more doleful and Tra- | 
vical, becauſe tie Emperor Zeno 1ſanricw 
h2r husband was not fo ſerviceable to 

2r as ſhe defired , the cauſed him to be 
buried alive, a moſt horrible cruelty, 

I hope and firmly beheve , that the 
wiſe and diſcreet will bear me no i1l-wil 
for as contraries ſet together do make 
o-1e another ſhowy the better , ſo theſe 
Satyres and Anatomies - of vice, Will 
make th2 nobleneſs, the excellency, the 

yertue? . 
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vertues of good women ( whom 1 will 
maintain to be equal in number with 
the bad ) to be more illuſtrious. For 
though the wiſe man ſaith, He cold find 


none, *twas not that he wou'd ablolutely 


deny there was none , but he would ex- 
preſs, that when a woman doth well, 
the is not to be conſidered in the quality 
of a woman, or according to the inclina- 
tion of her ſex, but as having a Maſcu- 
line ſpirit, a martial courage , and the 
heart of a man ; for as there are effemi- 
nate men, ſo are there maſculinz wo- 
men , and of a more maenanmmous mind 
than many men ; and indeed, the greateſt 
contumely that can be calt upon de- 
baucht and looſe men, 1s to call them 
effeminate ; and the greateſt praile that 
can be given to women 1s to name thz2m 
virile and martial. To which purpoie 
Eraſms ſaith , That Enmms 1n blaming 
the inconſtancy and lightneſs of fome 
young men , could find no better worc's 
to his Purpoſe then to tell thzm , that 
they had the ſpirit of women ; FYos ere- 
nm juvenes anmos gerits mulichres, 
For as the Poet ſaith in the Fourth ot the 


e/Enads, Women are changeable every 
 howr, O 2 Laertins 
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Laerti#s obſerves in the Sixth Book 
ot the lives of Philo:ophers, tht Dtzo- 
genes finding a young youth delicately 
trim'd *curl'd, and a /a mode the CMa- 
dam , ſaid unto tim. ,, 1 marvel that thou | 
art not aſhamed of thy ſhame , cougter- 
feiting and diiguifing thy nature ; ſhe 
made thee a man , and thou makeſt thy 
n ſelf a woman by this female trimming , 
and feminine delicacies. 

Philo the Jew, in his Book of Strength 
and Courage, ſaith » 3 hat God intending | 
te man ſhould ſhow himſelf couragtous | 


: 


in his actions, in his deportments, and in | 
h:s hab:t, fordad him expreſly, as we may 
ſez in Dewt. 22, that hz ſhould never 
Wear the habit of WOmen;z Vir non ntetur 
vifte faminea, nec muliter wveſſe wirilt : 
Whereupon ths learn2d Hebrew infers , 
T hat God forbids men the garments of a 
woman , becauſe hz ought not to have 
the lea(t feminine thing 1nor about him , 
but that he ſhould be vigorous in all his 
actions ; and ſo contrarily to the woman : 
However th2 caſe be now , moſt certain 
it is, that God made her for an ornament 
of human kind , for a comfort to our na- 
ture, and to ſweetzen the miſeries of 


Our 
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our life, for the contentment of men » 
and to People the heavenly Paradiſe ; 
to which, the bleſſed TRYNIUITY. 


conduc and bring us All, 


Advice of the Author to 


 Vertuous WoMeE Ns. 


My LADIES, 
T is reported , that the invincible 
Hercales being one day upon an ad- 
venture, found in the open fiela / ;ce 
and Verrne in the guiſe of two wome! of 
different age and habit , and eahe ts be 
known by their outward behaviour : 
Both of theſe ſeeing this young man 1n 
ſearch of ſome delightful 200d , to per- 
petuate the contentment of his mind 
during th2 courſe of his life , not deem- 
ins himſelf happy enough 1n his excel- 
ling Lions, Tygzrs, Gentaurs , and 
Gyants in ſtrength , preſented them- 
ſelves before him with all ſorts of re- 


compences and promiſes. Price , to 
O 3 draw 
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draw him the ſooner to her diſcretion , 
and charm more feelingly and forcibly 
his will and aſte&tions , "offered her ſelf 
to- his eyes 1n the ſhape of a youns and 
fair Damſel ; ennobled with all the 
Beauties , enriched with all the Pearls, 
Diamonds and Jewels imaginable to be 
found in the Eatt, or inthe boſome of 
Nature ; cloathed with the moſt precious 
raiment that canbe had from the Mer- 
chants, made fit to-her goodly and exact 
{tature , with ſo much neatne(s, modith- 
nzts , and {utableneſe, thatat was enough 
to make heaven amorous of her be wty 
and the Sun himſelf jealous of all thoſe, 
who thenceforward. ſhould think them- 
ſelves worthy of her affeCions. She ad- 
carefſmg her ielf thus to Fercales in this 
ooodly array, pronuled him , That 1t he 
would parfake uf her favours , and fol- 
low her 1n all things, ſhe would lead him 
through a way trewed with Roſes, with 
Lillies, and Aromatick flowers , unto 
the ſafe tHaven of extreme Content , 
Which te ſhould receive in the enjoy- 
ment of honors, grandeurs , pleaſures , 
eltate, and riche ; , Inthe grace and fa- 
vour of ail the ereat Monarchs of the 
Earth : 
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Earth : But that at the end of that plea- 
{ant race , and at taking his leave of this, 
to 90 into the othe: world, he could hope 
for nothing but an accumulation of mt- 
lery. ericf, pain, and ſuffering, 

Vic Ice havino tinithed her Oration, and 
the tender of her promiſes, Vertne being 
defirous to gain to her {0 brave a courage, 
went another Way to work , - appearing - 
to him in the form of an old Matron, all 
wrinckled , dithevel'd | deformed, and } 
| bended, cloath: d as Poor] y and imply 
as mioht be - in which po.ture, ſeeing 
Hercules diſouſted at her, and to tur: 
away his eyes , the beipoke MM in this 
manner; Hercules, 1 am not a finikin , 
tPruce , beautiful woman , nor ſo richly 
adorned: as that woman which juſt now 
ſpoke with you, and gave you thoie ſweet 
and pleaſing words , therewitn to bait 
your affections, charm. your will,, ana 
render thee her ſlave. I will not promiſe 
thee riches, nor the pleaſures of the - 
wortd, nor the tavours of Princes, nor to 
lead thee a way diverſift'd with ſports and 
paſtims : But I dare aflure thee, that if 
thou wilt follow me in a way full of 
briers, thorns, flints, rouch and abrupt, 

"ifficult and hard to climb , to the top of 
O 4 2 
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a Mountain , I will give thee to taſte all 
ſorts of delicacies , plealures , and con- 
r2ntments,not for a few days or years,but 
tor eternity, and for ever. 

Hercules having heard Vertue , began 
to diſdain Yice with all her carefles and 
temporary pleaſures , and conſider with 
himſelf, that it were better for a little 
time to endure the aiperity of a difficult 
way,. and worldly paſſage , to be after- 
wards eternally happy, then being intoxi- 
cated with vain and perithable pleaſures, 
be for ever miſerable, 

I paſs from the moral application of 
Fable to that which concerns the two 
ways, which are propoſed to man at his 
birth by Jeſus Chriſt, repreſented by 
Pertac; and by the Devil, figured by Yke; 
the on? conducting to heaven by pains, 
miſeries, and the cro{s, 21bbets, pumh- 
ments , aff-onts, injuries, and troubles ; 
and the other to hell by pleatures, riots , 
vanities, ad delicacies. I would there- 
fore onely ob:erve in favour of you, ver- 
tuous women, that as Vick found no rea- 
dier means to deprive Hercules of his at- 
tainment to eternal happineſs , than by 
the pompous ſpoils of your ſex , as like- 
wiſe doth thz devil to dzftroy the whole 

world; 
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world; ſo vertue judgeth -nothing more 
expedient to ſave and make happy this 
young man, than the ſhape of a woman , 
co intimate, that your ſex 1s as ſuſceptible 
| of that royal quality , which ennobles 
ſouls deſtin d for heaven, as that deteſta- 
ble deformed.monſter of Vice, which ap- 
pears ſo amiable , 1s to entrap, and fink , 
and drown her flaves in the abyſs of an 

_ eternity of muſertes. 
I diſcover this by the admirable inven- 
tion of the antient Poets & Philoſophers , 
who ſhewing of one fide the good and 
favours Which men partake of, iay, That 

- they are communicated to us under a 
feminine {ontfication ; for Juzo gives 
riches, Pallas ſcience, Ceres fruits of the 
earth, Draza chaſtity, Chlors flowe s , 
and ſo thz other goddeſſes, who, accord- 
ing to them , were the honor and orna- 
ment of heaven and earth. On the other 
ide, the ſaid Philoſophers ſpeaking of the 
miſeries and troubles of humane life, ſay, 
That men have ſuffered them through the 
means of women , and under feminine 
names, as Per ephone ) Proſerpina 5 the 
Fries, the Fates, the Harpies, the Gor- 
gon, the Eumenides, Syrens, Pandora, &C. 
and as many, or more , deſtructive, as 

þ- there 
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there were good and vertuous : For we 
find among "the Poets , that Jupiter 
th2 chief Pagan ood, he could find 
among all the Women that were in tie 
world but ninz vertuous ones, Whom he 
named uſes, whom he lodged upon the 
Hill Parnaſſas, of a great heighth , lepa- 
rating them thereby from the company 
of others, that they might not partake of 
their bad education , and of their vices | 
which made them the lees of the world, 
the ſcum of nature , the ſeminary of mi- 
ſery , the ſcourge of the inſenfible , the 
damm of all the flth and ordure 1 in the 
world. As vertue hath made you (wiſe 
women) according to the ſame praiſes of 


©*th2 Philoſophers, the honor, of the world, 


the enamel of the earth, the beauty of the 
univerſe, the Aouriſhing plat, where na- 


ture hath placed her greatneſs , and h2a- 


ven doth influence it with the rich trea- 


ſures of his 1ncxhauſtible ſtores , the Ne- 
Etar and the Ambroſia of the living, and 
the'Spring-time of all humane things, the 
elory of man, and th? comfort of our 
times and age. 

\I confeſs incenuouſly , that all theſe 
noble E vithets » and millions more, are 


aue to. your merits, in conſideration of 
thole 
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that vertue Which ſhines within your 
minds, embelliſheth your ations, enno- 
bles your thoughts, raiſeth your defignes, 
accompanies your enterpriſes , leads the 
way to your defires , gives that grace to 
your diſcourſe , gives reputation to your 
filence, makes all your deportments ac- 
ceptable , and renders you capital ene- 
mies to the vices and infamous ations 
of your ſex, who endeavour by their im- 
perfe&ion to blemith the perfe&tion of 
' your merits, and are the occaſion, that 
- the indiſcreet and the 1gnorant of the 
other ſex do not honor and dearly eſteem 
you as is n2ceſſary. As for me, it1s my 
intention to make every day a new Pane- 
oyrick 'of your praiſes , provided I find 
not my ſelf 1ll paid for having publiſhed 
this Anatomy of Vices, on Purpoſe to 
make the luſtre of your vertues more r2- 
ſplendent in the Temple of Memory], 
and in the Firmament Of future aves. For 
it is the duty of every diſcreet perſon to 
blame Vice, and praiſe Vertue, without 
fear of ſcandalous and poiſoned tongues, 
or of men born for nothing. but them- 
ſelves, and to cenſure, defame, teprove, 
and raſhly judge the actions of another. 
Do 
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 Donot believe, My Ladzes, that I.de- 
honed this at leiſure times for any diſ- 
pleature received from any one In pat- 
ticular of your ſex ; for 1 cannot beheve 
there.is at leaſt a mind ſo baſely made , 
that would revenge a particular injury 
upon th2 general , or to uſe ſuch a 
cowardly Pen, as nct to dare freely to 
addreſs.it againſt her who did offend him, 
as yell as avainſt others that have done 
hin no cifpicalure, wt] 

Live thenin hope to ſe2 thoſe praiſes 
and encomiums ( which are due to your 
merits quickned by your vertue ) one 
day publiſhed; and believe me, as I 
have compoſed this Alphabet to cauſe 
an amendment 1n the bad, 101s 1t my 
defi9ne to write, your Elogtes , to make 
vertue increaſe in you more and more : 
Virtus enim laudata creſcit ; and to pro- 
telt to you , that thzre 15 no Perſon in the 
world who more ardently defres the fur- 
therance of your ſalvation + and the ap- 
. proach2s of glory and happineſs which 
you hope for with me in heaven, whether 
th2 Blefled TR /N 1T Y condu us 
All. | 
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